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Abu Sharif was one of the world's most notorious and dangerous terrorists in the
60's and 70's, acting as "minister of propaganda" for the Popular Front for the
Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) and as a recruiter for terrorists like Carlos the
Jackal. In 1972, a bomb was placed in a book and sent to him, leaving him half-
blind, deaf in one ear, and almost fingerless. Finally abandoning the use of
violence as a means to achieve his Palestinian nationalist aspirations, he aligned
himself with Yasser Arafat, eventually becoming one of his closest advisors.

In this book, Abu Sharif, often alongside Arafat, takes us behind the scenes of all
the major events in the Middle East during the last 30 years, from the secret
caves in the West Bank where Arafat hid on his way to Jerusalem in 1967 to the
peace negotiations in Oslo in 1993. Arafat and the Dream of Palestine combines
a deeply personal account, informed by Abu Sharif's close relationship with
Arafat, with a gripping, profoundly human history of Palestine.
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Editorial Review

Review

“An interesting and useful work.” ?Counterpunch

“An interesting and useful work, especially in the West where Tel Aviv's version of events tends to have a
greater grip on the popular imagination. A true journalist, Bassam Abu Sharif rarely embellishes the facts of
his story, telling it in a straightforward yet compelling manner.” ?uruknet.info

About the Author

Bassam Abu Sharif was a senior advisor to the late Yasser Arafat and currently serves as press officer of the
PLO. He is the co-author, with former Israeli intelligence officer Uzi Mahnaimi, of The Best of Enemies
about their roles in Israeli-Palestinian peace efforts. A member of the National Council of Palestine, he
divides his time between Amman and Ramallah.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.

When the plane hit the ground, it broke into three sections—the tail, the middle and the cockpit, which was
completely crushed. Both Captain Darwish and his co-pilot were instantly killed on impact. Arafat quickly
ordered everyone to search for the wounded and then to evacuate in case of fire. As the men began leaving
the twisted metal carcass of the plane, they were blinded by a violent desert storm awaiting them. Sand was
churning all around them, twisting and turning, pushing them along into the howling darkness.
I was working in my office in Tunis when I received a call from a radio operator. He had picked up a distress
message from Arafat’s plane somewhere over the Libyan desert. I called Colonel Muammar Qadafi’s aide,
and asked him for news of the President’s plane. He told me they had lost contact. My worst nightmare was
confirmed.
I weighed the odds, knowing that every minute was crucial. My most important call was to the White House.
I asked to speak to President Carter explaining that it was an urgent matter. I was transferred to the security
office and once my identity was confirmed, I was put on hold. A few moments later, Mrs. Carter answered
the phone, informing me that the President was asleep. After I had explained what had happened, President
Carter was soon on the line. The President informed me that he would do his best and would get back to me
in fifteen minutes. Those fifteen minutes felt like a lifetime.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Betty McClanahan:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Arafat and the
Dream of Palestine: An Insider's Account? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize beside you



can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it
has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Angeline Allison:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Arafat and the Dream of
Palestine: An Insider's Account that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this
book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then
how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you can pick Arafat and the Dream of Palestine: An Insider's Account become
your personal starter.

Mike Hart:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And
also you know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know
that reading is very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book.
Amount types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Arafat and the
Dream of Palestine: An Insider's Account.

Richard Eby:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is created or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. In this modern era
like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social like newspaper,
magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your understanding
by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to find the Arafat
and the Dream of Palestine: An Insider's Account when you desired it?
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