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'This book is a welcome and timely analysis of how global economic and
financial powerhouses in Asia also aim to become global cultural cities. It
critically examines the tension between top-down policies implemented by strong
states to boost urban culture, which are typically focused on the hardware of
iconic venues, museums, and opera houses mostly designed by famous western
architects, and the need for freedom to enable more organic cultural initiatives
rooted in local practices.'
- Robert C. Kloosterman, University of Amsterdam, the Netherlands

While global cities have mostly been characterized as sites of intensive and
extensive economic activity, the quest for global city status also increasingly
rests on the creative production and consumption of culture and the arts. Arts,
Culture and the Making of Global Cities examines such ambitions and projects
undertaken in five major cities in Asia: Beijing, Shanghai, Hong Kong, Taipei
and Singapore.

Providing a thorough comparison of their urban imaging strategies and attempts
to harness arts and culture, as well as more organically evolved arts activities and
spaces, this book analyses the relative successes and failures of these cities.
Offering rich ethnographic detail drawn from extensive fieldwork, the authors
challenge city strategies and existing urban theories about cultural and creative
clusters and reveal the many complexities in the art of city-making.

This noteworthy study will appeal to undergraduate and graduate students, as
well as academics from a variety of disciplines ranging from urban and cultural
geography to Asian studies. Arts and cultural policy makers and artists will also
find this a fascinating read.

Contents: 1. Arts spaces, New Urban Landscapes and Global Cultural Cities
PART I 2. The National Grand Theatre in a City of Monuments: Discourse and
Reality in the Construction of Beijing's New Cultural Space 3. Rivalling Beijing
and the World: Realizing Shanghai's Ambitions through Cultural Infrastructure 4.
Hong Kong's Dilemmas and the Changing Fates of West Kowloon Cultural
District 5. The Making of a 'Renaissance City': Building Cultural Monuments in
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Singapore 6. In Search of New Homes: The Absent New Cultural Monument in
Taipei PART II 7. Cultural Creativity, Clustering and the State in Beijing 8.
Remaking Shanghai's Old Industrial Spaces: The Growth and Growth of Creative
Precincts 9. Factories and Animal Depots: The 'New' Old Spaces for the Arts in
Hong Kong 10. Reusing Old Factory Spaces in Taipei: The Challenges of
Developing Cultural Parks 11. From Education to Enterprise in Singapore:
Converting Old Schools to New Artistic and Aesthetic Use 12. Culture,
Globalization and Urban Landscapes References Index
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Editorial Review

Review
This book not only establishes the importance of cultural projects in crafting Asia's new global cities, it
offers the first systematic comparison of both governmental plans and artists' actions in major urban sites
from Beijing to Singapore. Whether art is viewed as an economic engine or a creative act, the authors show
that it is a highly visible part of Asian societies that no one can ignore. --
- Sharon Zukin, author of Naked City: The Death and Life of Authentic Urban Places

This volume makes two very significant contributions to the literature on Asian cities: it shifts the focus
away from manufacturing and real estate as drivers of growth to the role of creativity in fostering the
development of global cities; and it chronicles how arts and culture are changing the physical character of the
cities studied. It is a highly welcome addition to our understanding of the dynamics of urban Asia and its
increasing importance in generating global culture. --
- Susan Fainstein, Harvard Graduate School of Design, US and author of The Just City

About the Author
Lily Kong, National University of Singapore, Ching Chia-ho and Chou Tsu-Lung, National Taipei
University, Taiwan

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Linda Musselwhite:

This Arts, Culture and the Making of Global Cities: Creating New Urban Landscapes in Asia tend to be
reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Arts, Culture and
the Making of Global Cities: Creating New Urban Landscapes in Asia can be on the list of great books you
must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed anyone with
information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it all
over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Arts,
Culture and the Making of Global Cities: Creating New Urban Landscapes in Asia forcing you to have an
enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful
in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Vernie Ruiz:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you examine a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that
you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The Arts, Culture and the Making of Global Cities: Creating New Urban Landscapes in Asia provide you
with new experience in looking at a book.



Jacqueline Kang:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This particular Arts, Culture and the Making of Global Cities:
Creating New Urban Landscapes in Asia can give you a lot of buddies because by you investigating this one
book you have matter that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't
realize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have
Arts, Culture and the Making of Global Cities: Creating New Urban Landscapes in Asia.

Sheri Reagan:

You may get this Arts, Culture and the Making of Global Cities: Creating New Urban Landscapes in Asia by
go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by means of written or
printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just
looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal
ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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