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In Chasing a Mirage, Tarek Fatah Writes: Islamists argue that the period
following the passing away of Muhammad was Islam's golden era and that we
Muslims need to re-create that caliphate to emulate that political system in
today's world. I wish to demonstrate that when Muslims buried the Prophet, they
also buried with him many of the universal values of Islam that he had preached.
The history of Islam can be described essentially as the history of an unending
power struggle, where men have killed each other to claim the mantle of
Muhammad. This strife is a painful story that started within hours of the Prophet
closing his eyes forever, and needs to be told. I firmly believe the message of the
Quran is strong enough to withstand the facts of history. It is my conviction that
Muslims are mature and secure in their identities to face the truth. This is that
story.

Advance Praise for Chasing a Mirage

"Tarek Fatah has written a provocative and challenging book which is a must
read for anyone who cares about these issues."
—Janice Gross Stein

"Chasing a Mirage is an extremely valuable contributing to the fight by
progressive Muslims against Islamist fascism. This book should be required
reading for the Left in the West who have mistakenly started believing that
Islamists represent some sort of anti-imperialism."
—Farooq Tariq

"Fatah argues passionatley for universalism instead of exclusivism, integration
instead of ghettoism, and makes a powerful appeal for the silent majority of
Muslims to speak out before it is too late. This work of courage and daring needs
to be read widely."
— Pervez Hoodbhoy

"This fascinating work by brave and bri8lliant tarek Fatah is simultaneously
thought-provoking, instructive and enlightening for laymen and scholars,
Muslims and non-Muslim...an invaluable and rare addition to the corpus of
Islamic literature in the post-9/11 world, a bold step towards Islamic Reformation
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and Enlightenment."
—Taj Hashmi

"Tarek Fatah's is a voice that needs to be heard. Canada needs a healthy,
reasoned debate about the issues he is raising, and indeed so does the world."
—Bob Rae

"This fascinating work by brae and brilliant Tarek Fatah is simultaneously
thought-provoking, instructive and enlightening for laymen and scholars, Muslim
and non-Muslim... an invaluable and rare addition to the corpus of Islamic
literature in the post-9/11 world, a bold step towards Islamic Reformation and
Enlightenment."
—Taj Hashmi

"Tarek Fatah's is a voice that needs to be heard. Canada needs a healthy,
reasoned debate about the issues he is raising, and indeed so does the world."
—Bob Rae, Member of Parliament, Canada
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buried with him many of the universal values of Islam that he had preached. The history of Islam can be
described essentially as the history of an unending power struggle, where men have killed each other to
claim the mantle of Muhammad. This strife is a painful story that started within hours of the Prophet closing
his eyes forever, and needs to be told. I firmly believe the message of the Quran is strong enough to
withstand the facts of history. It is my conviction that Muslims are mature and secure in their identities to
face the truth. This is that story.

Advance Praise for Chasing a Mirage

"Tarek Fatah has written a provocative and challenging book which is a must read for anyone who cares
about these issues."
—Janice Gross Stein

"Chasing a Mirage is an extremely valuable contributing to the fight by progressive Muslims against
Islamist fascism. This book should be required reading for the Left in the West who have mistakenly started
believing that Islamists represent some sort of anti-imperialism."
—Farooq Tariq

"Fatah argues passionatley for universalism instead of exclusivism, integration instead of ghettoism, and
makes a powerful appeal for the silent majority of Muslims to speak out before it is too late. This work of
courage and daring needs to be read widely."
— Pervez Hoodbhoy

"This fascinating work by brave and bri8lliant tarek Fatah is simultaneously thought-provoking, instructive
and enlightening for laymen and scholars, Muslims and non-Muslim...an invaluable and rare addition to the
corpus of Islamic literature in the post-9/11 world, a bold step towards Islamic Reformation and
Enlightenment."
—Taj Hashmi

"Tarek Fatah's is a voice that needs to be heard. Canada needs a healthy, reasoned debate about the issues he
is raising, and indeed so does the world."
—Bob Rae

"This fascinating work by brae and brilliant Tarek Fatah is simultaneously thought-provoking, instructive
and enlightening for laymen and scholars, Muslim and non-Muslim... an invaluable and rare addition to the
corpus of Islamic literature in the post-9/11 world, a bold step towards Islamic Reformation and
Enlightenment."
—Taj Hashmi

"Tarek Fatah's is a voice that needs to be heard. Canada needs a healthy, reasoned debate about the issues he



is raising, and indeed so does the world."
—Bob Rae, Member of Parliament, Canada
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Editorial Review

Review
"I think this book is a positive contribution to the discussion about contemporary Islam and certainly a
valuable addition to the voices that are critically looking at Islam's right-wing. . . . I don't think there is any
other public intellectual in the North American arena -- Muslim or other -- who could have written this
book." (HuffingtonPost.com, April 15th, 2008)

"...a book worthy of attention...both for its contents and for the courage of its author." (Haaretz, October
2008)

Review
"Tarek Fatah has written a provocative and challenging book, which is a must-read for anyone who cares
about these issues."--Janice Gross Stein, Director, Munk Centre for International Studies, University of
Toronto

"Chasing a Mirage is an extremely valuable contribution to the fight by progressive Muslims against Islamic
fascism. This book should be required reading for the Left in the West who have mistakenly started believing
that Islamists represent some sort of anti-imperialism."--Farooq Tariq, Secretary General, Pakistan Labour
Party

"Fatah argues passionately for universalism instead of exclusivism, integration instead of ghettoism, and
makes a powerful appeal for the silent majority of Muslims to speak out before it is too late. This work of
courage and daring needs to be read widely."--Pervez Hoodboy, Professor, Quaid-e-Azam University,
Islamabad, Pakistan

"This fascinating work by brave and brilliant Tarek Fatah is simultaneously thought-provoking, instructive
and enlightening for laymen and scholars, Muslim and non-Muslim ... an invaluable and rare addition to the
corpus of Islamic literature in the post 9/11 world, a bold step towards Islamic Reformation and
Enlightenment."--Taj Hasmi, Asia-Pacific Center for Security Studies, Honolulu

"Tarek Fatah's is a voice that needs to be heard. Canada needs a healthy, reasoned debate about the issues he
is raising, and indeed, so does the world."--Bob Rae, Member of Parliament, Canada

 

From the Inside Flap
In Chasing a Mirage, Tarek Fatah opens a window on the Muslim world that reveals a blighted landscape.
Fatah, a Canadian Muslim born in Pakistan, argues that Islam has been hijacked by radicals who falsely
invoke the Quran and Prophet Muhammad for their own political purpose that offends the spirit of Islam.

At the heart of the matter is the duplicity of imams who decry the West for the ills that affect Muslims. Such
invective deflects the failure of most Muslim countries to offer a modicum of freedom, human rights and
equality--not ideas that are the purview of western countries, but indeed are inherent in the spirit of Islam.
Where did things take such a wrong turn?



In the author's assessment, the Quran did not prescribe that Islam should take on a political form--an entity
that is the Islamic State. Yet in the aftermath of the Prophet's death, two streams of Islam emerged. One was
political and imperial, seeking power and domination, reverberating though the ages and resulting in war
bloodshed among Muslim brothers. The other Islam was spiritual, which unleashed the human spirit,
triggering an age of enlightenment that once was the hallmark of science, literature, music, and mathematics.
The author suggests that the crashing end to Islam's era of intellectual supremacy was a direct result of
political Islam inflicting a crushing defeat on the spirit of Islam.

In a global movement, Islamists have worked to establish the Islamic State, while Muslims continue to be
sacrificed for a cause that s rooted in deceit and delusion.

Can a millennia of aggression be brought to a halt? Chasing a Mirage is unequivocal in its answer and in its
remedy to end political violence that is inimical to Islam and its state of grace and peace. The book urges
Muslims to give up on the Islamic State and strive for the state of Islam.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sam Grimes:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Chasing a Mirage: The Tragic lllusion of an Islamic State.

Brian Wilson:

The book untitled Chasing a Mirage: The Tragic lllusion of an Islamic State contain a lot of information on
the idea. The writer explains the girl idea with easy way. The language is very clear to see all the people, so
do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous author. The author will
take you in the new era of literary works. You can read this book because you can read more your smart
phone, or gadget, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase
the e-book, you can open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice examine.

Tracy Painter:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book Chasing a Mirage: The Tragic lllusion of an Islamic State
was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Chasing a Mirage: The Tragic
lllusion of an Islamic State has many kinds or type. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or
Investigation company Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of
book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book
for you personally and try to like reading that.



Andrew Thompson:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By
the book Chasing a Mirage: The Tragic lllusion of an Islamic State we can consider more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? To become creative person must prefer to read a book. Only choose the best
book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this book Chasing a Mirage:
The Tragic lllusion of an Islamic State. You can more desirable than now.
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