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Soviet socialism was based on paradoxes that were revealed by the peculiar
experience of its collapse. To the people who lived in that system the collapse
seemed both completely unexpected and completely unsurprising. At the moment
of collapse it suddenly became obvious that Soviet life had always seemed
simultaneously eternal and stagnating, vigorous and ailing, bleak and full of
promise. Although these characteristics may appear mutually exclusive, in fact
they were mutually constitutive. This book explores the paradoxes of Soviet life
during the period of "late socialism" (1960s-1980s) through the eyes of the last
Soviet generation.

Focusing on the major transformation of the 1950s at the level of discourse,
ideology, language, and ritual, Alexei Yurchak traces the emergence of multiple
unanticipated meanings, communities, relations, ideals, and pursuits that this
transformation subsequently enabled. His historical, anthropological, and
linguistic analysis draws on rich ethnographic material from Late Socialism and
the post-Soviet period.

The model of Soviet socialism that emerges provides an alternative to binary
accounts that describe that system as a dichotomy of official culture and
unofficial culture, the state and the people, public self and private self, truth and
lie--and ignore the crucial fact that, for many Soviet citizens, the fundamental
values, ideals, and realities of socialism were genuinely important, although they
routinely transgressed and reinterpreted the norms and rules of the socialist state.
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Soviet socialism was based on paradoxes that were revealed by the peculiar experience of its collapse. To the
people who lived in that system the collapse seemed both completely unexpected and completely
unsurprising. At the moment of collapse it suddenly became obvious that Soviet life had always seemed
simultaneously eternal and stagnating, vigorous and ailing, bleak and full of promise. Although these
characteristics may appear mutually exclusive, in fact they were mutually constitutive. This book explores
the paradoxes of Soviet life during the period of "late socialism" (1960s-1980s) through the eyes of the last
Soviet generation.

Focusing on the major transformation of the 1950s at the level of discourse, ideology, language, and ritual,
Alexei Yurchak traces the emergence of multiple unanticipated meanings, communities, relations, ideals, and
pursuits that this transformation subsequently enabled. His historical, anthropological, and linguistic analysis
draws on rich ethnographic material from Late Socialism and the post-Soviet period.

The model of Soviet socialism that emerges provides an alternative to binary accounts that describe that
system as a dichotomy of official culture and unofficial culture, the state and the people, public self and
private self, truth and lie--and ignore the crucial fact that, for many Soviet citizens, the fundamental values,
ideals, and realities of socialism were genuinely important, although they routinely transgressed and
reinterpreted the norms and rules of the socialist state.
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Editorial Review

Review
Winner of the 2007 Wayne Vucinic Book Award from American Society for Eastern European,
Eurasian and Slavic Studies (ASEEES) for best book of the year.

Winner of the 2015 Enlightener Award (Prosvetitel), Russia's most prestigious award for the best non-
fiction book of the year. For the revised and expanded Russian edition of this book.

"Alexei Yurchak's Everything Was Forever, Until It Was No More immediately seduced me by its very title
with a profound philosophical implication that eternity is a historical category--things can be eternal for some
time. The same spirit of paradox runs through the entire book--it renders in wonderful details the gradual
disintegration of the Soviet system from within its ideological and cultural space, making visible all the
hypocrisy and misery of this process. I consider Yurchak's book by far the best work about the late epoch of
the Soviet Union--it is not just history, but a pleasure to read, a true work of art." (Slavoj Zizek, author of
In Defense of Lost Causes)

If there is a prize for best title of the year, this book surely deserves it. Alexei Yurchak . . . has written an
interesting and provocative book about the way young Soviet Russians talked in the Brezhnev period and
what they meant by what they said. (Sheila Fitzpatrick, London Review of Books)

Everything Was Forever, Until It Was No More is an important book. . . . Everything Was Forever provides
fresh paradigms that pack a hefty explanatory punch both with regard to its immediate subject matter and
beyond. Its publication means that discussions of Soviet life, culture, and literature that rely on the old, rigid
binarisms are going to seem instantly dated. . . . [T]his study is a must-read. (Harriet Murav Current
Anthropology )

Amidst these prolix transformations in Russian language and civilization, Yurchak's contribution has come
in the form of a deep listening. (Bruce Grant Slavic Review )

The strength of Yurchak's study is in its methodological-analytical grasp of the seemingly contradictory
nature of everyday existence. . . . Yurchak provides an elegant methodological tool to explore the complex,
intersecting and often paradoxical nature of social change. (Luahona Ganguly International Journal of
Communication )

From the Inside Flap

"In this remarkable book, Alexei Yurchak asks: How can we account for the paradox that Soviet people both
experienced their system as immutable and yet were unsurprised by its end? In answering this question, he
develops a brilliant, entirely novel theory of the nature of Soviet socialism and the reasons for its collapse.
The book is must reading for anyone interested in this most momentous change of contemporary history, as
well as in the place of language in social transformation. A tour de force!"--Katherine M. Verdery, author
of What Was Socialism, and What Comes Next?

"Alexei Yurchak brilliantly debunks several widely held misconceptions about the lived experience of late
socialism in Soviet Russia, and does so through a compelling dossier of materials, all creatively conceived,



organized, and analyzed. The writing is fluid, accessible, interesting, and beautifully structured and
styled."--Nancy Ries, Colgate University, author of Russian Talk: Culture and Conversation during
Perestroika

"This ambitious book admirably combines a new theoretical approach with detailed ethnographic materials.
Written in a clear and engaging style, it is both thorough and precise, and provides a new and convincing
insight that will definitely be central to all serious discussions of Soviet-type systems for years to come--
namely, that the shift in Soviet life from a semantic to a pragmatic model of ideological discourse served to
undermine the ideological system."--Caroline Humphrey, University of Cambridge, author of The
Unmaking of Soviet Life

"This book makes an important contribution not only to anthropological studies of the former Soviet Union
but to the broader discussion about Soviet power, ethics, and public space. Yurchak provides a subtle
alternative to traditions of debate in Sovietology that counterposed an analysis of totalitarian accounts of
Soviet power to the 'revisionists' of the 1970s who saw a much more dynamic space of social maneuverings.
What is more, he persuasively shows a level of commitment to Soviet ideals that has rarely been appreciated
in scholarship. Indeed, he makes the important point that many Russians actually have memories of being
much more critical of the Soviet Union than they actually were when it existed."--Stephen Collier, New
School University

From the Back Cover

"In this remarkable book, Alexei Yurchak asks: How can we account for the paradox that Soviet people both
experienced their system as immutable and yet were unsurprised by its end? In answering this question, he
develops a brilliant, entirely novel theory of the nature of Soviet socialism and the reasons for its collapse.
The book is must reading for anyone interested in this most momentous change of contemporary history, as
well as in the place of language in social transformation. A tour de force!"--Katherine M. Verdery, author of
What Was Socialism, and What Comes Next?

"Alexei Yurchak brilliantly debunks several widely held misconceptions about the lived experience of late
socialism in Soviet Russia, and does so through a compelling dossier of materials, all creatively conceived,
organized, and analyzed. The writing is fluid, accessible, interesting, and beautifully structured and styled."--
Nancy Ries, Colgate University, author of Russian Talk: Culture and Conversation during Perestroika

"This ambitious book admirably combines a new theoretical approach with detailed ethnographic materials.
Written in a clear and engaging style, it is both thorough and precise, and provides a new and convincing
insight that will definitely be central to all serious discussions of Soviet-type systems for years to come--
namely, that the shift in Soviet life from a semantic to a pragmatic model of ideological discourse served to
undermine the ideological system."--Caroline Humphrey, University of Cambridge, author of The Unmaking
of Soviet Life

"This book makes an important contribution not only to anthropological studies of the former Soviet Union
but to the broader discussion about Soviet power, ethics, and public space. Yurchak provides a subtle
alternative to traditions of debate in Sovietology that counterposed an analysis of totalitarian accounts of
Soviet power to the 'revisionists' of the 1970s who saw a much more dynamic space of social maneuverings.
What is more, he persuasively shows a level of commitment to Soviet ideals that has rarely been appreciated
in scholarship. Indeed, he makes the important point that many Russians actually have memories of being
much more critical of the Soviet Union than they actually were when it existed."--Stephen Collier, New
School University



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lou Marshall:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Everything Was Forever, Until It Was No More:
The Last Soviet Generation (In-Formation). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. As
long as we know about how is important the book Everything Was Forever, Until It Was No More: The Last
Soviet Generation (In-Formation). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by a
book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your country till foreign
or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this
era, you can open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's study.

Mary Grubb:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't need
do that. You must know how great and also important the book Everything Was Forever, Until It Was No
More: The Last Soviet Generation (In-Formation). All type of book are you able to see on many methods.
You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Richard Lawrence:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can read
any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a
guide. The book Everything Was Forever, Until It Was No More: The Last Soviet Generation (In-Formation)
it is quite good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the
e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but
this book features high quality.

Merle Poteet:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Everything Was Forever, Until It Was
No More: The Last Soviet Generation (In-Formation) as well as others sources were given information for
you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science e-book
was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their
knowledge. In some other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Everything Was Forever, Until It



Was No More: The Last Soviet Generation (In-Formation) to make your spare time much more colorful.
Many types of book like this.
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