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Charles Young served as the highest-ranking African American officer in the
U.S. Army until 1917. During his career, he served on the western frontier, in the
Philippines, and in Mexico, and as military attache to both Haiti and Liberia.
Young was also an accomplished linguist, a musician and composer, a published
author, and an active member of the black intelligentsia. A history of Young's life
transcends the fields of military, diplomatic, and African American history. For
those interested in the history of the United States between Reconstruction and
World War I, his life offers a guided tour through one of the most important
epochs in the American experience.

Charles Young's career was shaped by race. The army regarded him as an
anomaly and sought to limit his visibility. He, on the other hand, used his profile
to promote the cause of racial equality. As a soldier, he was diligent in his
observance of duty. As a citizen, he was committed to the cause of black civil
rights. For Charles Young, success was more than a personal dream, it was an
obligation to his people. Young's ultimate goal was to attain the rank of general.
Thus, his forced retirement on medical grounds in 1917 was a crushing blow,
and, for him and his supporters, bore testament to the racism that permeated the
armed forces and America.
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Charles Young served as the highest-ranking African American officer in the U.S. Army until 1917. During
his career, he served on the western frontier, in the Philippines, and in Mexico, and as military attache to
both Haiti and Liberia. Young was also an accomplished linguist, a musician and composer, a published
author, and an active member of the black intelligentsia. A history of Young's life transcends the fields of
military, diplomatic, and African American history. For those interested in the history of the United States
between Reconstruction and World War I, his life offers a guided tour through one of the most important
epochs in the American experience.

Charles Young's career was shaped by race. The army regarded him as an anomaly and sought to limit his
visibility. He, on the other hand, used his profile to promote the cause of racial equality. As a soldier, he was
diligent in his observance of duty. As a citizen, he was committed to the cause of black civil rights. For
Charles Young, success was more than a personal dream, it was an obligation to his people. Young's ultimate
goal was to attain the rank of general. Thus, his forced retirement on medical grounds in 1917 was a crushing
blow, and, for him and his supporters, bore testament to the racism that permeated the armed forces and
America.
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Editorial Review

Review
"David Kilroy has written a good biography of Young, and one that fills an important gap in the
historiography of African American military service. . . . Kilroy has produced an important study for many
audiences." - Army History

"Young's story deserves the widest possible telling. The injustice done him should not be forgotten. . . .
Young died with his boots on, but it was not the just finish to his exemplary life that he deserved. It is a life
that comes alive again in Kilroy's 183 pages." - The Plain Dealer, Ohio

About the Author

David P. Kilroy is associate professor of history at Wheeling Jesuit University. He holds a PhD from the
University of Iowa and an MA from University College Dublin. This is his first book.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Johnna Chapin:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book For Race and
Country: The Life and Career of Colonel Charles Young. All type of book could you see on many sources.
You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Henry Howell:

The knowledge that you get from For Race and Country: The Life and Career of Colonel Charles Young will
be the more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading
it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but For Race and Country: The Life and Career of
Colonel Charles Young giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain
way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-
known enough. This kind of book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore
easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for
having this specific For Race and Country: The Life and Career of Colonel Charles Young instantly.

Susan Crowell:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this For Race and Country: The Life and



Career of Colonel Charles Young book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book
that could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas
and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt For Race and Country:
The Life and Career of Colonel Charles Young as good book not only by the cover but also by content. This
is one publication that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing a different sixth
sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you
have to listening to another sixth sense.

Harrison Johnson:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and For Race and Country: The Life and
Career of Colonel Charles Young as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know
how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher
or maybe students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional case,
beside science reserve, any other book likes For Race and Country: The Life and Career of Colonel Charles
Young to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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