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The study of human origins is one of the most fascinating branches of
anthropology. Yet it has rarely been considered by social or cultural
anthropologists, who represent the largest subfield of the discipline. In this
powerful study Alan Barnard aims to bridge this gap. Barnard argues that social
anthropological theory has much to contribute to our understanding of human
evolution, including changes in technology, subsistence and exchange, family
and kinship, as well as to the study of language, art, ritual and belief. This book
places social anthropology in the context of a widely-conceived constellation of
anthropological sciences. It incorporates recent findings in many fields, including
primate studies, archaeology, linguistics and human genetics. In clear, accessible
style Barnard addresses the fundamental questions surrounding the evolution of
human society and the prehistory of culture, suggesting a new direction for social
anthropology that will open up debate across the discipline as a whole.
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The study of human origins is one of the most fascinating branches of anthropology. Yet it has rarely been
considered by social or cultural anthropologists, who represent the largest subfield of the discipline. In this
powerful study Alan Barnard aims to bridge this gap. Barnard argues that social anthropological theory has
much to contribute to our understanding of human evolution, including changes in technology, subsistence
and exchange, family and kinship, as well as to the study of language, art, ritual and belief. This book places
social anthropology in the context of a widely-conceived constellation of anthropological sciences. It
incorporates recent findings in many fields, including primate studies, archaeology, linguistics and human
genetics. In clear, accessible style Barnard addresses the fundamental questions surrounding the evolution of
human society and the prehistory of culture, suggesting a new direction for social anthropology that will
open up debate across the discipline as a whole.
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Editorial Review

Review
'This is a seminal attempt to bring social and evolutionary anthropology back into the same frame, to allow
social anthropology once again to make a serious contribution to accounts of human origins.' Robin Dunbar,
University of Oxford

'Barnard's Social Anthropology and Human Origins is a timely, welcome call for the introduction of socio-
cultural anthropology to the study of human evolution.' Benjamin Grant Purzycki, Anthropos

'... a well-informed and considered treatment of the social issues of concern ... This is a stimulating book, and
it should be read and taken seriously by anyone who works on human origins ... Barnard provides good
justification that social anthropology could be very powerful in understanding human evolution at its
grandest scale.' Journal of African Archaeology

About the Author
Alan Barnard is Professor of the Anthropology of Southern Africa at the University of Edinburgh, where he
has taught since 1978. He has undertaken a wide range of ethnographic fieldwork and archaeological
research in Botswana, Namibia and South Africa, is a participant in the British Academy Centenary Research
project 'From Lucy to Language: The Archaeology of the Social Brain' and serves as Honorary Consul of the
Republic of Namibia in Scotland. His numerous publications include History and Theory in Anthropology
(2000) and Anthropology and the Bushman (2007).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ryan Pearson:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Social Anthropology and
Human Origins. All type of book can you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet resources or
other social media.

Barbara Lewis:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Social Anthropology and Human Origins
book because this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.



Bernetta Smith:

The experience that you get from Social Anthropology and Human Origins may be the more deep you
looking the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to know but Social Anthropology and Human Origins giving you enjoyment feeling of
reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by simply anyone who read
this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having this particular Social Anthropology and Human Origins instantly.

Selma Lang:

The guide with title Social Anthropology and Human Origins has a lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. That book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to
yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you throughout new
era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this
anywhere you want.
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