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One of the most obvious stylistic features of Athenian black-figure vase painting
is the use of color to differentiate women from men. By comparing ancient art in
Egypt and Greece, Tan Men/Pale Women uncovers the complex history behind
the use of color to distinguish between genders, without focusing on race. Author
Mary Ann Eaverly considers the significance of this overlooked aspect of ancient
art as an indicator of underlying societal ideals about the role and status of
women. Such a commonplace method of gender differentiation proved to be a
complex and multivalent method for expressing ideas about the relationship
between men and women, a method flexible enough to encompass differing
worldviews of Pharaonic Egypt and Archaic Greece. Does the standard
indoor/outdoor explanation—women are light because they stay indoors—hold
true everywhere, or even, in fact, in Greece? How “natural” is color-based gender
differentiation, and, more critically, what relationship does color-based gender
differentiation have to views about women and the construction of gender
identity in the ancient societies that use it?

The depiction of dark men and light women can, as in Egypt, symbolize
reconcilable opposites and, as in Greece, seemingly irreconcilable opposites
where women are regarded as a distinct species from men. Eaverly challenges
traditional ideas about color and gender in ancient Greek painting, reveals an
important strategy used by Egyptian artists to support pharaonic ideology and the
role of women as complementary opposites to men, and demonstrates that rather
than representing an actual difference, skin color marks a society’s ideological
view of the varied roles of male and female.
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One of the most obvious stylistic features of Athenian black-figure vase painting is the use of color to
differentiate women from men. By comparing ancient art in Egypt and Greece, Tan Men/Pale Women
uncovers the complex history behind the use of color to distinguish between genders, without focusing on
race. Author Mary Ann Eaverly considers the significance of this overlooked aspect of ancient art as an
indicator of underlying societal ideals about the role and status of women. Such a commonplace method of
gender differentiation proved to be a complex and multivalent method for expressing ideas about the
relationship between men and women, a method flexible enough to encompass differing worldviews of
Pharaonic Egypt and Archaic Greece. Does the standard indoor/outdoor explanation—women are light
because they stay indoors—hold true everywhere, or even, in fact, in Greece? How “natural” is color-based
gender differentiation, and, more critically, what relationship does color-based gender differentiation have to
views about women and the construction of gender identity in the ancient societies that use it?

The depiction of dark men and light women can, as in Egypt, symbolize reconcilable opposites and, as in
Greece, seemingly irreconcilable opposites where women are regarded as a distinct species from men.
Eaverly challenges traditional ideas about color and gender in ancient Greek painting, reveals an important
strategy used by Egyptian artists to support pharaonic ideology and the role of women as complementary
opposites to men, and demonstrates that rather than representing an actual difference, skin color marks a
society’s ideological view of the varied roles of male and female.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Mary Ann Eaverly is Associate Professor of Classics and former Chair of the Department of Classics at the
University of Florida, Gainesville.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carolyn Fletcher:

The book Tan Men/Pale Women: Color and Gender in Archaic Greece and Egypt, a Comparative Approach
make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can
for being your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you
can make studying a book Tan Men/Pale Women: Color and Gender in Archaic Greece and Egypt, a
Comparative Approach to be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase
your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and read
a book Tan Men/Pale Women: Color and Gender in Archaic Greece and Egypt, a Comparative Approach.
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you
think about this e-book?

Kevin Lemon:

The publication with title Tan Men/Pale Women: Color and Gender in Archaic Greece and Egypt, a
Comparative Approach posesses a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of help after
read this book. This kind of book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this guide represented
the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This
specific book will bring you in new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone,
so you can read that anywhere you want.

Gary Roth:

The book untitled Tan Men/Pale Women: Color and Gender in Archaic Greece and Egypt, a Comparative
Approach contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The
language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The
book was published by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of time of literary works.
You can easily read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you can
read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up
their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice go through.



Laurie Cales:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is Tan Men/Pale Women: Color and Gender in Archaic Greece and Egypt, a
Comparative Approach this book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This
specific book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to
explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Here is
why this book appropriate all of you.
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