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The Aspiring Adept presents a provocative new view of Robert Boyle (1627-
1691), one of the leading figures of the Scientific Revolution, by revealing for
the first time his avid and lifelong pursuit of alchemy. Boyle has traditionally
been considered, along with Newton, a founder of modern science because of his
mechanical philosophy and his experimentation with the air-pump and other
early scientific apparatus. However, Lawrence Principe shows that his alchemical
quest--hidden first by Boyle's own codes and secrecy, and later suppressed or
ignored--positions him more accurately in the intellectual and cultural crossroads
of the seventeenth century.

Principe radically reinterprets Boyle's most famous work, The Sceptical Chymist,
to show that it criticizes not alchemists, as has been thought, but
"unphilosophical" pharmacists and textbook writers. He then shows Boyle's
unambiguous enthusiasm for alchemy in his "lost" Dialogue on the
Transmutation and Melioration of Metals, now reconstructed from scattered
fragments and presented here in full for the first time. Intriguingly, Boyle
believed that the goal of his quest, the Philosopher's Stone, could not only
transmute base metals into gold, but could also attract angels. Alchemy could
thus act both as a source of knowledge and as a defense against the growing tide
of atheism that tormented him. In seeking to integrate the seemingly
contradictory facets of Boyle's work, Principe also illuminates how alchemy and
other "unscientific" pursuits had a far greater impact on early modern science
than has previously been thought.
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has traditionally been considered, along with Newton, a founder of modern science because of his
mechanical philosophy and his experimentation with the air-pump and other early scientific apparatus.
However, Lawrence Principe shows that his alchemical quest--hidden first by Boyle's own codes and
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Principe radically reinterprets Boyle's most famous work, The Sceptical Chymist, to show that it criticizes
not alchemists, as has been thought, but "unphilosophical" pharmacists and textbook writers. He then shows
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Intriguingly, Boyle believed that the goal of his quest, the Philosopher's Stone, could not only transmute base
metals into gold, but could also attract angels. Alchemy could thus act both as a source of knowledge and as
a defense against the growing tide of atheism that tormented him. In seeking to integrate the seemingly
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Editorial Review

Review
"Principe is to be congratulated on bringing [Boyle] into a new focus."--D. M. Knight, Nature

"The Aspiring Adept  is an audacious, enchanting, and deeply rewarding book, one that will be of equal
interest to historians, chemists, and interested laypersons. It is a real treat."--A. J. Rocke, Chemistry in
Britain

"Lawrence Principe's book goes a long way toward recovering the complexity of Boyle's mind and work. . . .
[His] ability to reconstruct Boyle's laboratory practices, ascertain the relations between Boyle and a large
community of like-minded practitioners, and retrieve, fully or partially, some of Boyle's alchemical writings
is . . . remarkable."--Mordechai Feingold, American Scientist

"Principe has performed a great service by printing some of the choicer parts [of Boyle's unpublished works].
. . . [He] avoids the easy temptation to interpret Boyle's alchemical operations in terms of modern
chemistry."--Peter Dear, Physics World

About the Author
Lawrence M. Principe is Assistant Professor in the Department of Chemistry and the Institute for the History
of Science, Medicine, and Technology at The Johns Hopkins University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lorraine Edler:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to the fact
just their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular The Aspiring Adept: Robert Boyle
and his Alchemical Quest to read.

William Nelson:

Here thing why this specific The Aspiring Adept: Robert Boyle and his Alchemical Quest are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it really depends in the content of it which is the
content is as delicious as food or not. The Aspiring Adept: Robert Boyle and his Alchemical Quest giving
you information deeper and different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no reserve that
similar with The Aspiring Adept: Robert Boyle and his Alchemical Quest. It gives you thrill examining
journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is perhaps can be
happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your way home by train.



When you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of The Aspiring Adept: Robert
Boyle and his Alchemical Quest in e-book can be your alternate.

Charles Wright:

The book The Aspiring Adept: Robert Boyle and his Alchemical Quest has a lot info on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal
makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point
easily after perusing this book.

James Shockley:

This The Aspiring Adept: Robert Boyle and his Alchemical Quest is fresh way for you who has interest to
look for some information because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge
more you know or perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading this The Aspiring Adept:
Robert Boyle and his Alchemical Quest can be the light food for you personally because the information
inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is certainly reachable
by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in book form make them feel
tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication especially this one. You
can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-
book kind for your better life and knowledge.
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