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The Earth has entered a new age?the Anthropocene?in which humans are the
most powerful influence on global ecology. Since the mid-twentieth century, the
accelerating pace of energy use, greenhouse gas emissions, and population
growth has thrust the planet into a massive uncontrolled experiment. The Great
Acceleration explains its causes and consequences, highlighting the role of
energy systems, as well as trends in climate change, urbanization, and
environmentalism.

More than any other factor, human dependence on fossil fuels inaugurated the
Anthropocene. Before 1700, people used little in the way of fossil fuels, but over
the next two hundred years coal became the most important energy source. When
oil entered the picture, coal and oil soon accounted for seventy-five percent of
human energy use. This allowed far more economic activity and produced a
higher standard of living than people had ever known?but it created far more
ecological disruption.

We are now living in the Anthropocene. The period from 1945 to the present
represents the most anomalous period in the history of humanity’s relationship
with the biosphere. Three-quarters of the carbon dioxide humans have
contributed to the atmosphere has accumulated since World War II ended, and
the number of people on Earth has nearly tripled. So far, humans have
dramatically altered the planet’s biogeochemical systems without consciously
managing them. If we try to control these systems through geoengineering, we
will inaugurate another stage of the Anthropocene. Where it might lead, no one
can say for sure.
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The Earth has entered a new age?the Anthropocene?in which humans are the most powerful influence on
global ecology. Since the mid-twentieth century, the accelerating pace of energy use, greenhouse gas
emissions, and population growth has thrust the planet into a massive uncontrolled experiment. The Great
Acceleration explains its causes and consequences, highlighting the role of energy systems, as well as trends
in climate change, urbanization, and environmentalism.

More than any other factor, human dependence on fossil fuels inaugurated the Anthropocene. Before 1700,
people used little in the way of fossil fuels, but over the next two hundred years coal became the most
important energy source. When oil entered the picture, coal and oil soon accounted for seventy-five percent
of human energy use. This allowed far more economic activity and produced a higher standard of living than
people had ever known?but it created far more ecological disruption.

We are now living in the Anthropocene. The period from 1945 to the present represents the most anomalous
period in the history of humanity’s relationship with the biosphere. Three-quarters of the carbon dioxide
humans have contributed to the atmosphere has accumulated since World War II ended, and the number of
people on Earth has nearly tripled. So far, humans have dramatically altered the planet’s biogeochemical
systems without consciously managing them. If we try to control these systems through geoengineering, we
will inaugurate another stage of the Anthropocene. Where it might lead, no one can say for sure.
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Editorial Review

Review
Among the first scholarly works to make explicit use of the geological framework of the Anthropocene for
the purpose of rethinking the grand narratives of global economic change. (Fredrik Albritton Jonsson Public
Books 2016-12-01)

About the Author
J. R. McNeill is University Professor in the Department of History and School of Foreign Service at
Georgetown University.

Peter Engelke is a Senior Fellow at the Strategic Foresight Initiative at the Atlantic Council in Washington,
DC.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ruth Williams:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Great Acceleration: An Environmental History of the
Anthropocene since 1945.

Jody Tolar:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people
in the world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Great Acceleration:
An Environmental History of the Anthropocene since 1945. All type of book is it possible to see on many
sources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Susan Albro:

Beside this specific The Great Acceleration: An Environmental History of the Anthropocene since 1945 in
your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged
people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Great Acceleration: An Environmental History



of the Anthropocene since 1945 because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you
have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book and read it from now!

Siobhan Wilcox:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Great Acceleration: An Environmental
History of the Anthropocene since 1945 was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that
book The Great Acceleration: An Environmental History of the Anthropocene since 1945 has many kinds or
genre. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe
you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you
feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading in which.
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