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"Everybody says you and Colin were kissing."

"What? That's ridiculous!"

"For heaven's sake, Joe, if you and Colin want to kiss, you have every right
to."

"We did not kiss," I told her.

Addie shrugged. "Whatever."

What was it with my friends?

From the creator of The Misfits, the book that inspired NATIONAL NO NAME-
CALLING WEEK, comes the story of Joe Bunch....
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 6-8–Joe's teacher asks his seventh-grade class to write an alphabiography throughout the year,
presenting themselves and their lives in entries from A to Z. Joe's essays begin and end with friends, from
Addie, a long-time pal and confidant, to Zachary, a new student who, like Joe, has a unique approach to life.
Throughout, Joe demonstrates that he truly is a one-of-a-kind kid, mostly comfortable with himself but still
struggling with common adolescent issues. It's difficult for him to relate to his athletic brother, and he misses
his much-loved Aunt Pam, who moves to New York City. He also comes to grips with his sexuality,
questioning gender expectations and traditional roles as he realizes he is gay. Because he is different, he is
tormented by Kevin, who calls him a girl and faggot and falsely accuses him of kissing his friend Colin (a
jock not yet ready to come out). Joe's narration always feels honest if not entirely credible. He and his family
accept his emerging sexuality rather easily. While a range of responses is depicted, the characters seem to
come around too quickly. For example, when the principal is informed of Kevin's actions, he, too, handles
the situation expeditiously, and the troublemaker conveniently transfers to another school. Though idealized
and contrived, the approach is novel and the conclusion optimistic.–Maria B. Salvadore, formerly at
Washington DC Public Library
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Gr. 6-9. Joe, one of the characters in The Misfits (2001), has his say, in a voice uniquely his own. Twelve-
year-old Joe knows he is gay. He played with Barbies as a young child, prefers cooking to sports, and has a
crush on a male classmate. Written in the form of an assignment--an "alphabiography"--the story takes
readers through the school year, one letter at a time: G is for the Gang of Five, Joe's misfit friends, who are
utterly loyal when he falls for Colin. But Colin is less secure about his sexuality than Joe is, and when the
rumor goes around that the boys have been seen kissing, he quashes the relationship. Joe survives the crush,
and the book has an upbeat ending. ?Actually, despite a few worries, the whole book is cheerful and
optimistic. Joe's family is supportive, and the kids from the nasty (Christian) family that wants to stop the
Gay-Straight Alliance are removed to a different school. In other words, there's nothing terribly realistic
about the scenario; in many ways, the book is reminiscent of David Levithan's Boy Meets Boy (2003), which
was for a slightly older audience. Obviously, the novel will be problematic for some--not only because of the
gay theme and Joe's age but also the stereotypic portrayal of the bullying Christian family. Joe himself often
comes off as a cross between Niles Crane and Harvey Fierstein. But he also reacts like a kid, and readers in
his situation will wish for the love and support he receives from friends and family, as well as the happy life
he so clearly envisions. Ilene Cooper
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"A character that lives and breathes with all the inconsistencies, fears, and longings of your normal, average
seventh-grade homosexual."

-- Kirkus, *STAR

Users Review

From reader reviews:

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Jennifer McMorris:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book Totally Joe (The
Misfits). All type of book is it possible to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet methods or
other social media.

Thersa Davenport:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
Totally Joe (The Misfits) your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that
maybe not known for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then
become one type conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get before. The Totally Joe (The
Misfits) giving you another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful details
for your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will
probably be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try
this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Corey Barksdale:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Totally Joe (The Misfits) reserve written
by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who all
read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for
eliminate your hunger then you still doubt Totally Joe (The Misfits) as good book but not only by the cover
but also from the content. This is one book that can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still
needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told
you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Tara Cassell:

Beside that Totally Joe (The Misfits) in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from your oven so
don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Totally
Joe (The Misfits) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but
you rarely get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this within your
hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you
still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!
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