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One of the twentieth century's greatest composers, Duke Ellington (1899–1974)
led a fascinating life. Beyond Category, the first biography to draw on the vast
Duke Ellington archives at the Smithsonian Institution, recounts his remarkable
career: his childhood in Washington, D.C., and his musical apprenticeship in
Harlem; his long engagement at the Cotton Club; the challenging years of the
depression; his tours to Europe and into America's deep South, where he helped
lower racial barriers; the postwar years when television and bebop threatened to
eclipse the big bands; Ellington's own triumphant comeback at the 1956 Newport
Jazz Festival; his collaborations with Billy Strayhorn, Johnny Hodges, and Ella
Fitzgerald; as well as five decades of hits and masterpieces that constantly broke
new ground.The art of Duke Ellington was a musical expression of the African-
American experience, in all its pain, pride, and glory. He composed his music as
he composed his life—with flair, passion, and individuality—and no book
reveals the man and his artistic evolution more brilliantly than Beyond Category.
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Beyond Category, the first biography to draw on the vast Duke Ellington archives at the Smithsonian
Institution, recounts his remarkable career: his childhood in Washington, D.C., and his musical
apprenticeship in Harlem; his long engagement at the Cotton Club; the challenging years of the depression;
his tours to Europe and into America's deep South, where he helped lower racial barriers; the postwar years
when television and bebop threatened to eclipse the big bands; Ellington's own triumphant comeback at the
1956 Newport Jazz Festival; his collaborations with Billy Strayhorn, Johnny Hodges, and Ella Fitzgerald; as
well as five decades of hits and masterpieces that constantly broke new ground.The art of Duke Ellington
was a musical expression of the African-American experience, in all its pain, pride, and glory. He composed
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
One of the 20th century's greatest composers, Duke Ellington (1899-1974) led a fascinating life. The first
biography to draw on the vast Duke Ellington archives at the Smithsonian Institution, this book recounts the
entirety of his remarkable career: his childhood in Washington, D.C. and musical apprenticeship in Harlem;
his long engagement at the glamorous, gangster-owned Cotton Club; the challenging years during the
Depression; his tours to Europe and into America's deep South, where he helped lower racial barriers; the
postwar years when television and bebop threatened to eclipse the big bands; Ellington's own triumphant
comeback at the 1956 Newport Jazz Festival; his collaborations with Billy Strayhorn, Johnny Hodges, Ella
Fitzgerald, and John Coltrane, among others; and of course, the music itself, five decades of hits and
masterpieces that constantly broke new ground.

John Edward Hasse serves as Curator of American Music at the Smithsonian Institution, curator of its
traveling exhibition Beyond Category, and producer and annotator of the boxed set of recordings by the same
name.

From Publishers Weekly
"He captured the sounds of trains, planes, babies, and lions and tigers and bears with his orchestra," says
trumpeter Marsalis in his poetic tribute to the great jazz composer and performer, Edward Kennedy "Duke"
Ellington (1899-1974). Hasse, curator of American music at the Smithsonian Institution and of a traveling
exhibition called Beyond Category: The Musical Genius of Duke Ellington, is similarly comprehensive in
cataloging the minutiae--meaningful and otherwise--of Ellington's illustrious life and career. Drawing on
previously untapped documents made available by Mercer Ellington's donation of his father's archives to the
National Museum of American History, Hasse traces the Duke's development from his childhood in
Washington, D.C., to New York City's Cotton Club to a career that took him on a seemingly endless tour
through North America, Europe and the Near East playing with the likes of Ella Fitzgerald, Dizzy Gillespie,
Count Basie and John Coltrane. To help those who want to hear the achievement, Hasse ends each chapter
with the "Essential Ellington" recordings for the years covered in that chapter. Accompanied by 119
photographs from the Ellington archives, Hasse has written a delightful and finely detailed biography of an
American legend at work.
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Hasse, curator of American Music at the Smithsonian Institution, charts the musical career of jazz giant
Edward Kennedy "Duke" Ellington (1899-1974). Using previously unavailable family papers now housed at
the Smithsonian, he admiringly describes Ellington's accomplishments as a composer and bandleader. Hasse
includes an account of Ellington's formative years in Washington D.C., his breakthrough at New York's
Cotton Club, his heyday during the 1930s and 1940s, and his subsequent successes. The author also
highlights the essential Ellington recordings in discrete sections within each chapter. Though offering few
new insights or facts about the jazz master, Hasse provides a well-researched synthesis of the extensive
Ellingtonia that should serve as a companion to the recent The Duke Ellington Reader ( LJ 9/1/93). For
scholars and fans of American music.
- David Szatmary, Univ. of Washington, Seattle
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Robinson:

The book Beyond Category: The Life And Genius Of Duke Ellington can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book
Beyond Category: The Life And Genius Of Duke Ellington? A few of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer
along with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to
share all of these. Book Beyond Category: The Life And Genius Of Duke Ellington has simple shape
however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by open and
read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Olive Wilson:

Here thing why this Beyond Category: The Life And Genius Of Duke Ellington are different and trustworthy
to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it depends in the content from it which is the
content is as delightful as food or not. Beyond Category: The Life And Genius Of Duke Ellington giving you
information deeper and in different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no book that similar
with Beyond Category: The Life And Genius Of Duke Ellington. It gives you thrill studying journey, its
open up your own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around
you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your technique home by train.
In case you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Beyond Category: The
Life And Genius Of Duke Ellington in e-book can be your alternate.

Timothy Hardy:

Beyond Category: The Life And Genius Of Duke Ellington can be one of your nice books that are good idea.
We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author giving
his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing Beyond Category: The Life And
Genius Of Duke Ellington nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and
also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can easily
drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.

Gabriel Badger:

The book untitled Beyond Category: The Life And Genius Of Duke Ellington contain a lot of information on
it. The writer explains the woman idea with easy means. The language is very easy to understand all the
people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The
author brings you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can please read on
your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice learn.
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