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First Step is an elementary Chinese textbook for students with no previous
background in the language. Focusing on the basics of modern Chinese phonetics
and grammatical structure, the book uses everyday topics to help students
establish a solid foundation in the Chinese language.

The textbook, which includes color illustrations, contains thirty lessons, each of
which can be covered in a week's worth of classes. Each lesson features a lively
dialogue or a short essay, representing a real-life situation, which is then
followed by vocabulary lists and grammar notes. Explanatory notes on Chinese
culture and customs are also provided. The companion workbook for First Step is
sold separately and includes comprehensive exercises and character writing
sheets with information on the stroke orders of newly introduced characters. Free
online audio files, accessible on smartphones, tablets, and laptops, allow students
to listen to First Step dialogues and practice their pronunciation at their leisure.
This vital audio supplement gives students the chance to learn Chinese intonation
with greater accuracy.

First Step provides students with the necessary tools to begin practical daily
communication in Chinese.

Emphasis is on basic grammar structure and principles●

Textbook features both traditional and simplified characters, pinyin, and●

English translation
Perforated workbook (which is sold separately) facilitates easy handling of●

homework
Free audio recordings of dialogues and other content available online●

Appropriate for college and high school students●
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First Step is an elementary Chinese textbook for students with no previous background in the language.
Focusing on the basics of modern Chinese phonetics and grammatical structure, the book uses everyday
topics to help students establish a solid foundation in the Chinese language.

The textbook, which includes color illustrations, contains thirty lessons, each of which can be covered in a
week's worth of classes. Each lesson features a lively dialogue or a short essay, representing a real-life
situation, which is then followed by vocabulary lists and grammar notes. Explanatory notes on Chinese
culture and customs are also provided. The companion workbook for First Step is sold separately and
includes comprehensive exercises and character writing sheets with information on the stroke orders of
newly introduced characters. Free online audio files, accessible on smartphones, tablets, and laptops, allow
students to listen to First Step dialogues and practice their pronunciation at their leisure. This vital audio
supplement gives students the chance to learn Chinese intonation with greater accuracy.

First Step provides students with the necessary tools to begin practical daily communication in Chinese.

Emphasis is on basic grammar structure and principles●

Textbook features both traditional and simplified characters, pinyin, and English translation●

Perforated workbook (which is sold separately) facilitates easy handling of homework●

Free audio recordings of dialogues and other content available online●

Appropriate for college and high school students●
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

"First Step is the most recent step in the wonderful Y. R. Chao tradition of teaching Chinese language to
speakers of English. It begins with essential foundation work in pronunciation, then offers simple, natural,
and witty dialogues, followed by tight, clear explanations of grammar, notes on culture, introductions to
reading and writing--in both simplified and traditional characters--and a comprehensive set of exercises. It is
everything one could want in a first-year textbook."--Perry Link, University of California, Riverside

"C. P. Chou and his colleagues have produced a much-needed textbook for all those who truly wish to learn
Chinese well. First Step masterfully balances dialogues, texts, grammar, and exercises to help students
achieve accuracy and fluency, as well as linguistic competence and cultural awareness. Its contents are
intimately relevant to campus life and daily situations, and both the textbook and workbook supplements are
easy to use and extremely helpful. Continuing the great tradition started by Y. R. Chao more than seventy
years ago, First Step provides a clear path to building solid Chinese skills."--Lening Liu, Columbia
University

"I am impressed by this textbook's practical approach, its contemporary and colloquial feel, the variety of
exercises included, and the detailed grammatical explanations in each lesson. The authors use current
vocabulary and grammatical structures throughout, and their experience shines through. This book is a great
addition to the field."--Baozhang He, College of the Holy Cross

"Like all the other Chinese-language textbooks produced over the years by C. P. Chou and his capable
colleagues and collaborators, this is a work of extremely high quality. No one in the field of Chinese
pedagogy can rival Chou's skill, expertise, and experience. First Step is an outstanding, student-friendly
primer of beginning Chinese."--James M. Hargett, University at Albany, State University of New York

"An excellent textbook for this level of Chinese instruction, First Step reveals the authors' experience,
knowledge, and thoroughness in teaching this difficult language."--Qiusha Ma, Oberlin College

"The materials in this book are up-to-date, bold, and lively. Professors, teachers, and instructors will find
First Step both useful and a source of inspiration."--Yin Chong (Zhuang Yan), Boston University

About the Author
Chih-p'ing Chou is professor of East Asian studies at Princeton University and director of the university's
Chinese language and Princeton in Beijing programs. Jing Wang is senior lecturer in Chinese at Princeton.
Jun Lei is a former lecturer in Chinese at Princeton.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Helen Elder:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of



information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story or even
their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their skill
in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them is this First Step: An
Elementary Reader for Modern Chinese (The Princeton Language Program: Modern Chinese).

Michelle Dewees:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this First Step: An Elementary Reader for
Modern Chinese (The Princeton Language Program: Modern Chinese) reserve written by well-known writer
who knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written
within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your current hunger
then you still hesitation First Step: An Elementary Reader for Modern Chinese (The Princeton Language
Program: Modern Chinese) as good book not merely by the cover but also from the content. This is one
publication that can break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to
pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to
another sixth sense.

Frank Botelho:

This First Step: An Elementary Reader for Modern Chinese (The Princeton Language Program: Modern
Chinese) is great book for you because the content that is full of information for you who always deal with
world and still have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it data accurately using great
manage word or we can declare no rambling sentences included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can
have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tricky core
information with lovely delivering sentences. Having First Step: An Elementary Reader for Modern Chinese
(The Princeton Language Program: Modern Chinese) in your hand like having the world in your arm, info in
it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you world within ten or fifteen second right but this
reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt
that?

Eli Gaddy:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this First Step: An Elementary Reader for Modern Chinese (The Princeton Language
Program: Modern Chinese) can make you sense more interested to read.
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