
Governing Nonprofit Organizations: Federal
and State Law and Regulation

By Marion R. Fremont-Smith

Governing Nonprofit Organizations: Federal and State Law and Regulation
By Marion R. Fremont-Smith

The nonprofit sector is a vital component of our society and is allowed the
greatest freedom to operate. The public understandably assumes that since
nonprofit organizations are established to do good, the people who run nonprofits
are altruistic, and the laws governing nonprofits have reflected this assumption.
But as Marion Fremont-Smith argues, the rules that govern how nonprofits
operate are inadequate, and the regulatory mechanisms designed to enforce the
rules need improvement.

Despite repeated instances of negligent management, self-interest at the expense
of the charity, and outright fraud, nonprofits continue to receive minimal
government regulation. In this time of increased demand for corporate
accountability, the need to strengthen regulation of nonprofits is obvious.
Fremont-Smith addresses this need from a historical, legal, and organizational
perspective. She combines summaries and analysis of the substantive legal rules
governing the behavior of charitable officers, directors, and trustees with
descriptions of the federal and state regulatory schemes designed to enforce these
rules. Her unique and exhaustive historical survey of the law of nonprofit
organizations provides a foundation for her analysis of the effectiveness of
current law and proposals for its improvement.
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Editorial Review

Review
Whether you call it civil society, social capital, or the nonprofit charitable sector, this vital and diverse sector
deserves the highest quality of attention by democratic institutions, citizens, and scholars. Marion Fremont-
Smith provides the single best resource for understanding the issues raised by government regulation of
religions, foundations, social services agencies, hospitals, arts organizations, and other parts of the nonprofit
sector. While making a compelling argument in favor of the trend toward federal regulation instead of the
patchwork of state supervision and neglect that still exists, the book manifests clarity, erudition, and fairness
on every page and should help elevate the study of this crucial part of society. (Martha Minow, Harvard Law
School, and author of Partners, Not Rivals: Privatization and the Public Good)

Marion Fremont-Smith's Governing Nonprofit Organizations is an impressive work of scholarship that will
significantly add to the field of nonprofit literature. There is no other single volume that covers the range of
the subjects dealt with in this book. There are general works about the history of philanthropy, the scope and
functioning of the nonprofit sector, the economics or sociology of the nonprofit sector, and specific problems
of the nonprofit sector, but there is no comprehensive volume which focuses on the history of the law of
charities and of governmental regulation of the nonprofit sector, much less one that couples with that history
a detailed examination of the problems inherent in the present regulatory structure. (Joel L. Fleishman, Duke
University Law School)

Marion Fremont-Smith's Governing Nonprofit Organizations is an important contribution to the
understanding of nonprofit organizations. Dealing with their historical setting in a mixed economy, the
rationale for their extensive subsidization, and the effectiveness of their regulation and how it can be
improved, it will be must reading for trustees, managers, and lawyers in the mushrooming private nonprofit
sector, as well as researchers and public policymakers. (Burton Weisbrod, Northwestern University, and
author of The Nonprofit Economy)

As an attorney who's spent most of his professional life representing nonprofit organizations, I can say
without fear of significant contradiction that this book will be welcomed as an invaluable addition to the
literature of the field. (Robert H. M. Ferguson, Patterson, Belknap, Webb, and Tyler, LLP)

This new book does not disappoint as it ranges widely from the history of rules about establishing charitable
trusts and corporations, to the intricacies of the Internal Revenue Code, and on to the crazy quilt of state
regulations regarding the duties of donors and trustees...The book should be essential reading and a reference
for anyone responsible for--or just interested in--nonprofit governance, especially those trying to formulate
new standards and regulations in response to the recent exposés of malfeasance in the sector. (Leslie
Lenkowsky Chronicle of Philanthropy 2005-01-01)

About the Author
Marion R. Fremont-Smith is Senior Research Fellow, Hauser Center for Nonprofit Organizations, Kennedy
School of Government, Harvard University. She served as Assistant Attorney General and Director of the
Division of Public Charities in Massachusetts, and is a retired partner of Choate, Hall and Stewart.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jules Thompson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Governing Nonprofit Organizations: Federal and
State Law and Regulation. Try to the actual book Governing Nonprofit Organizations: Federal and State Law
and Regulation as your close friend. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel alone and
beside that of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you
considerably more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let us make new experience
and knowledge with this book.

Mark Feaster:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This Governing Nonprofit Organizations: Federal and State Law and Regulation book is
readable through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable
studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer
associated with Governing Nonprofit Organizations: Federal and State Law and Regulation content conveys
thinking easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it
just different available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Governing Nonprofit Organizations: Federal
and State Law and Regulation is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

William Pak:

The experience that you get from Governing Nonprofit Organizations: Federal and State Law and Regulation
may be the more deep you searching the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Governing Nonprofit
Organizations: Federal and State Law and Regulation giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer
conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by simply anyone who read it because the author of
this e-book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it is
easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you
for having this particular Governing Nonprofit Organizations: Federal and State Law and Regulation
instantly.

Cecilia Moore:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Governing Nonprofit
Organizations: Federal and State Law and Regulation is simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in the
beach, train as well as soon. If you did not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy
the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are
a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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