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love belongs to those who do the feeling?an exciting collection of new and
selected poetry by Judy Grahn. The book contains selections from Judy's entire
body of poetic work from The Work of a Common Woman, The Queen of Wands
and The Queen of Swords, to new poems written between 1997 and 2008. Judy's
poetry is rangy and provocative. It has been written at the heart of so many of the
important social movements of the last forty years that the proper word is
foundational?Judy Grahn's poetry is foundational to the spirit of movement.
People consistently report that Judy's poetry is also uplifting?an unexpected side
effect of work that is aimed at the mind as well as the heart. Judy continues to
insist that love goes beyond romance, to community, and that community goes
beyond the everyday world, to the connective worlds of earth and spirit.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
One of the first American poets to celebrate radical feminism and lesbian desire without apology or disguise,
the California-based Grahn has been known for that work ever since: The Common Woman Poems (1972)
earned grassroots admiration and subcultural cachet for such portraits as Carol, in the park, chewing on
straws, who has taken a woman lover, who goes as far/ as women can go without protection/ from men. Here
are Grahn's famous poems again, both the direct Movement poetry of the 1970s and the 1980s verse derived
from feminist rereadings of myth. Two sequences about Helen of Troy are, at their best, at once comic,
demotic and sexy, not to mention sexually explicit. Grahn's prefaces (to the whole volume, then to each
segment) strike oddly boastful notes: I am conscientiously criss-crossing time and space barriers, she says of
her Helen poems. So I have intended to shatter the myth. Her poems can seem rough, raw, intentionally
unfinished, meant less for the printed page than for the voice or for the stage. Young readers will have no
trouble imagining how much of an inspiration these lines might have been. Just 21 pages hold work from the
past 20 years. This is an energetic look at Grahn's eventful career. (Jan.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

I am thrilled that Judy Grahn's amazing poetry will once again become  available to a new generation.  She is
a phenomenon--a fierce poet of witness and action, a visionary, with a tough and compassionate heart and a
piercing intelligence, rooted in a spirituality that locates the sacred in the belly of the profane.   And what a
writer!  Look at her wit, her compression, her ear for rhythms and sounds, her instinct for dialogic tension,
her ability to compose large structures held together as in music by expected and unexpected recurrences,
her  common woman's twentieth century vocabulary along with ancient and  archaic uses of language: 
naming as ritual, cursing, keening, spell- casting.   Anyone who reads Grahn will be changed for life. 
Repeat:  for life.

--Alicia Ostriker

Judy Grahn takes her title from a poem commemorating the death of her first lover, but love belongs to those
who do the feeling is far from elegiac. It bursts with life energy. Grahn writes of the erotic as “a force
between artists…an enfusion of energy fueling the desire for change.” “Belly dancers,” she adds, “express
love and spiritual community this way as well.” Another brilliant California poet, Jack Spicer, remarked that
poems must “echo and reecho against each other”: “they cannot live alone any more than we can.” It is such
echoing and reechoing that we find in this selected poems. “The will to change”—Charles Olson’s
phrase—animates everything. Grahn’s mentor Gertrude Stein insisted that the poet had to work “in the
excitingness of pure being”; she must “get back that intensity into the language.” Such intensity is always
present in the work of this “common woman” who commonly achieves the miracle of accessibility without
simplification. In our warmongering culture, the figure of the “warrior” is put forth by both men and women
as the emblem of spiritual activity. (The “woman warrior.”) No poems are more “active” than Judy Grahn’s,
but cultural change is already present in her choice of metaphor: she chooses the dancer, not the warrior.
The poems in love belongs to those who do the feeling might be thought of as the longing for community, but



if you read them carefully you will see that in fact they are themselves community. “They cannot live alone
any more than we can.” 

 --Jack Foley

About the Author

Judy Grahn is a poet, writer, and social theorist. She currently serves as Research Faculty for the Institute of
Transpersonal Psychology in Palo Alto, California. She is former director of Women’s Spirituality MA and
Creative Inquiry MFA programs at New College of California. Her books include love belongs to those who
do the feeling (Red Hen Press, 2008), Blood, Bread, and Roses (Beacon Press, 1994), and Edward the Dyke
and Other Poems (The Women’s Press Collective, 1971).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Karen Imes:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress.
Some of you maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This love belongs to those who do
the feeling is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what
you want and wish in this era.

Joanne Starks:

This love belongs to those who do the feeling tend to be reliable for you who want to be a successful person,
why. The reason of this love belongs to those who do the feeling can be among the great books you must
have will be giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with information that
perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere
and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this love belongs to those who
do the feeling forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of
critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

David Hedges:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like love belongs to those who do the
feeling which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.



Richard Forbes:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book love belongs to those who do the feeling was vibrant and of
course has pictures around. As we know that book love belongs to those who do the feeling has many kinds
or style. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and
think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy,
fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading this.
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