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Born in Tokyo and raised in Hokkaido, Ruthy Kanagy is an expert on Japanese
culture. In Moon Living Abroad in Japan, Kanagy lends her insight on how to
navigate the language and culture of Japan, outlining all the information needed
in a smart, organized, and straightforward manner. Whether it's an apartment in
Tokyo or a mountain retreat in Nagano, there's a place that matches your budget,
needs, and dreams—and Kanagy uses her firsthand knowledge of Japan to ensure
that you have all the tools you need to obtain visas, arrange your finances, find
employment, and choose schools for your kids.

Packed with essential information and must-have details on setting up daily life,
plus extensive color and black and white photos, illustrations, and maps, Moon
Living Abroad in Japan will help you find your bearings as you settle into your
new home and life abroad.
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Editorial Review

Review
If you are thinking about relocating to Japan, planning on studying in Japan, are already there but struggling
a bit, or even a long time resident?this is the book for you. Author Ruthy Kanagy was born and raised in
Tokyo. She knows Japan from the inside out. She has worked in travel and now has written a wonderful
book full of gems. --JapanVisitor.com, November 7, 2008

About the Author

Ruthy Kanagy was born in Tokyo and grew up on both sides of the Pacific Ocean. After finishing high
school in Japan and higher education in the United States, Ruthy taught English and Japanese language and
culture for 22 years at universities in the United States and Japan. She also translated a Japanese children's
book, The Park Bench.

When she started cycling in earnest in 2000, she discovered the joy of traveling under her own power,
without reliance on fossil fuels. A highlight was touring Hokkaido, the northern island of Japan—exploring
her roots and visiting the places her family had lived when she was young. The mountains, caldera lakes, hot
springs, rugged seacoast, and wildflowers were just as she remembered.

In 2006, Ruthy organized Japan Cycle Tours to introduce cyclists to Hokkaido, Tokyo, Kyoto, and other
areas. She is convinced that encountering new cultures on a bicycle makes you more approachable and
brings you closer to local people. Currently, Ruthy is a bicycle travel consultant at Green Gear Cycling/Bike
Friday, builders of custom, high-performance bicycles that pack into a suitcase for air travel. Her job is to
help people design the bikes they need for adventures around the world. She is also studying French and
Korean in hopes of further exploring the globe by pedal power.

Other than annual trips to Japan, Ruthy calls Eugene, Oregon home; her daughters and grandson live in New
York City.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.

"What I Love About Japan"

Nadeshiko Japan, the women’s national soccer team, winning the 2011 World Cup and galvanizing the
country.
That ramen noodle shops have distinctive flavors in each region.
The Astro Boy melody from the ’60s at Takada-no-baba station in Tokyo, which signals the closing train
doors.
Trains arriving on time—and during rush hour, conductors helping to push people on.
Food carts on long-distance trains, which offer coffee, boxed lunches, and frozen mikan (mandarin oranges)
in summer.
That political campaigns last only two weeks—by law.
Omoiyari—people who put the welfare of others before their own comfort.
The hearty “Irasshaimase” and “Arigatoo gozaimasu” by the entire staff to welcome customers in banks,
stores, restaurants, and hotels.
Quiet gardens and parks, where grandparents walk with their grandchildren.



Sinking into an outdoor onsen (hot springs) and gazing up at snow-covered mountains.
Sipping matcha (powdered green tea) and nibbling on a sweet in a Japanese garden.
That konbini (convenience stores) are truly convenient, with 10 kinds of salads, 20 kinds of onigiri (rice
balls), and 30 kinds of entrées.
Vending machines everywhere with hot and cold drinks, corn soup, sake, and beer.
Half-off sushi, sashimi, and deli items, 30 minutes before closing at supermarkets.
Temple bells ringing in the New Year with 108 gongs, along with sweet amazake to drink.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Amy Medina:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Moon Living Abroad in Japan your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each
and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging just about every
word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get
previous to. The Moon Living Abroad in Japan giving you a different experience more than blown away
your thoughts but also giving you useful information for your better life in this era. So now let us show you
the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished
looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Michael Marx:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
when compared with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find guide
that need more time to be read. Moon Living Abroad in Japan can be your answer given it can be read by a
person who have those short extra time problems.

Christopher Arnold:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book.
When you study a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The Moon Living Abroad in Japan provide you with a new experience in reading
a book.

John Negron:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of book Moon Living



Abroad in Japan. Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it may add your
knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about reserve. It can
bring you from one location to other place.
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