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The English architects Alison Smithson (1928--1993) and Peter Smithson (1923-
-2003) were ringleaders of the New Brutalism, active in CIAM and Team 10, and
influential in English Pop Art. The Smithsons, who met as architecture students,
built only a few buildings but wrote prolifically throughout their career, leaving a
body of writings that consider issues in architecture and urbanism and also take
up subjects that are "not quite architecture" (the name of a series of articles
written by Alison Smithson for the Architects' Journal) -- including fashion
design, graphic communication, and children's tales. In this book, M. Christine
Boyer explores the Smithsons' writings -- books, articles, lectures, unpublished
manuscripts, and private papers. She focuses on unpublished material, reading
the letter, the scribbled note, the undelivered lecture, the scrapbook, the "magic
box," as words in the language of modern architectural history -- especially that
of postwar England, where the Smithsons and other architects were at the center
of the richest possible range of cultural encounters. Boyer is "writing around" the
Smithsons' work by considering the cultural contexts in which they formed and
wrote about their ideas.

Boyer explains that the Smithsons were intensely concerned with the
responsibility of the architect to ensure the quality of place, to build with lyrical
appropriateness. They reached back to the country landscapes of their childhood
and, Boyer argues, mixed their brand of New Brutalism with the English
Picturesque. The Smithsons saw architects as both inheritors and passers-on.
Their writings offer juxtapositions and connections, resembling an association of
interactive loops, ideas waiting to be transmuted into built form.
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Editorial Review

Review

Christine Boyer's book Not Quite Architecture is a delightful journey through the last half century of
architectural and urban design theory, focusing on the seminal contributions of Alison and Peter Smithson.
They were pivotal figures, helping to organize Team 10 and its successors and chronicling its attitudes,
promoting the New Brutalism through their writing and practice, dabbling in fashion and graphic
communications, debating the virtues of collective design, and serving as provocateurs as urban and
architectural theory has ascended in importance. Delightfully illustrated, the book captures an era that
elevated design to the forefront of urbanism.

(Gary Hack, Dean Emeritus, University of Pennsylvania School of Design; coauthor of Site Planning)

Christine Boyer's Not Quite Architecture offers a beautifully illustrated window into the complex world of
English architectural discourse from the 1950s to the 1980s. Centered on the writings of Team 10 founding
members Alison and Peter Smithson, it informs our historical understanding of the artistic and literary
contexts of their immensely influential work.

(Eric Mumford, Rebecca and John Voyles Professor of Architecture, Sam Fox School of Design & Visual
Arts, Washington University in St. Louis)

Boyer's careful and creative interpretations of notes, scrapbooks, and texts found in the Smithsons' archives
is not only the most thorough, wide-ranging, and coherent account of those architects' preoccupations and
persistent but evolving interests: her original reconstructions of post-World War II discourses and their
ruptures reinvigorate our understanding of mid-century modernism in Britain.

(Mark Linder, Professor, School of Architecture, Syracuse University)

Producing over 70 architectural projects and diagrammatic urban hypotheses in the space of 50 years, not to
mention an equal number of sometimes overlapping texts, essays, manifestos, sundry artworks, landscapes,
and even a novel, the Smithsons led a life of intense creativity. They were equally involved with the mores of
their time, whether these were expressed in terms of automobiles, houses, furniture, fashion, or the changing
format of their own domestic environment. They were as essential to swinging London as any of the other
cultural heroes of that epoch, such as John Osborne, Mary Quant, and the Beatles. Christine Boyer gives us a
vivid and nuanced portrait of the lives and works of this redoubtable architectural couple.

(Kenneth Frampton, Ware Professor of Architecture at the Graduate School of Architecture, Planning and
Preservation, Columbia University)

About the Author
M. Christine Boyer is William R. Kenan Jr. Professor in the School of Architecture at Princeton University
and the author of Dreaming the Rational City, The City of Collective Memory (both published by the MIT
Press), Le Corbusier: Homme de Lettres, and other books.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Valerie Hemming:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge to make
them keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to a person is you
don't know what type you should start with. This Not Quite Architecture: Writing around Alison and Peter
Smithson (MIT Press) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Loretta Tellis:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name Not Quite
Architecture: Writing around Alison and Peter Smithson (MIT Press) suitable to you? The actual book was
written by well-known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Not Quite Architecture: Writing around
Alison and Peter Smithson (MIT Press)is one of several books in which everyone read now. This particular
book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new
way of measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their thought in the simple way,
consequently all of people can easily to understand the core of this book. This book will give you a great deal
of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Gloria Lentz:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Not Quite Architecture: Writing around
Alison and Peter Smithson (MIT Press) e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make
book that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty Not Quite
Architecture: Writing around Alison and Peter Smithson (MIT Press) as good book not merely by the cover
but also through the content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you
still needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you
so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Joseph Mattos:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or
real their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Not Quite Architecture: Writing around Alison and Peter Smithson (MIT Press) can make
you feel more interested to read.
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