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This study of fiction produced in America in the decade following 1945
examines literature by writers such as Kerouac and Bellow. It examines how,
though such fiction seemed to resolutely avoid the events and implications of
World War II, it was still suffused with dread and suggestions of war in imagery
and language.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This book is ambitious in the scope of its argument, supported by careful reading in the appropriate critical
theory, interpretively strong, and written with clarity and authority. The argument is convincing; the readings
are exact; the knowledge behind the work is extensive; the conclusion is eloquent. Critical intelligence and
careful research are everywhere on display. Mercer moves from the literary to the historical,
psychoanalytical and social, and from literary to popular fiction with assurance, making an original
contribution to familiar literary terrain." - Mark Williams, Associate Professor, Victoria University of
Wellington

"Repression and Realism in Post-War American Literature is a substantial, well organized, and lucidly
written contribution to the field of early post-war American literature and culture. Its argument that
unconscious conflict generated by the World War II is most accurately perceived in the realist novel and not,
as has been more commonly claimed, in post-war popular culture is original, insightful and convincingly
supported." - Eluned Summers-Bremner, Senior Lecturer, University of Auckland

"Reading post-war American literature through the lens of the Freudian uncanny, Repression and Realism in
Post-War American Literature intriguingly and persuasively demonstrates how the period s most
representative realist texts are haunted by the gothic memories of World War II. Thanks to Mercer s fresh
and unique viewpoint, this book makes one of the most effective contributions to problematizing the long-
standing binary oppositions between realism and gothicism and between psychoanalysis and contextual
criticism." - Ki Yoon Jang, Assistant Professor of English, Sogang University

About the Author
ERIN MERCER is Teaching Fellow in the School of English, Film, Theatre and Media Studies at Victoria
University of Wellington, New Zealand.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patricia Smith:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by
a publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Repression and Realism in Post-War
American Literature (American Literature Readings in the 21st Century) will make you to be smarter. You
can feel far more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think in which open or
reading a book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you
searching for best book or ideal book with you?



Patricia Vasquez:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Repression and Realism in Post-
War American Literature (American Literature Readings in the 21st Century). All type of book is it possible
to see on many options. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Matthew White:

The particular book Repression and Realism in Post-War American Literature (American Literature
Readings in the 21st Century) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author
style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to
you. The book Repression and Realism in Post-War American Literature (American Literature Readings in
the 21st Century) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from your official web
site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Robert Younger:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer is usually Repression and Realism in Post-War American Literature (American Literature
Readings in the 21st Century) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the
content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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