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Leila Abouzeid, whose novel Year of the Elephant has gone through six
reprintings, has now translated her childhood memoir into English. Published in
Rabat in 1993 to critical acclaim, the work brings to life the interlocking dramas
of family ties and political conflict.

Against a background of Morocco's struggle for independence from French
colonial rule, Abouzeid charts the development of personal relationships,
between generations as well as between husbands and wives. Abouzeid's father is
a central figure; as a strong advocate of Moroccan nationalism, he was frequently
imprisoned by the French and his family forced to flee the capital. Si Hmed was a
public hero, but the young daughter's memories of her famous father and of the
family's plight because of his political activities are not so idyllic.

The memoir utilizes multiple voices, especially those of women, in a manner
reminiscent of the narrative strategies of the oral tradition in Moroccan culture.
Return to Childhood may also be classified as an autobiography, a form only now
gaining respect as a valid literary genre in the Middle East. Abouzeid's own
introduction and Elizabeth Fernea's foreword discuss this new development in
Arabic literature.
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Leila Abouzeid, whose novel Year of the Elephant has gone through six reprintings, has now translated her
childhood memoir into English. Published in Rabat in 1993 to critical acclaim, the work brings to life the
interlocking dramas of family ties and political conflict.

Against a background of Morocco's struggle for independence from French colonial rule, Abouzeid charts
the development of personal relationships, between generations as well as between husbands and wives.
Abouzeid's father is a central figure; as a strong advocate of Moroccan nationalism, he was frequently
imprisoned by the French and his family forced to flee the capital. Si Hmed was a public hero, but the young
daughter's memories of her famous father and of the family's plight because of his political activities are not
so idyllic.

The memoir utilizes multiple voices, especially those of women, in a manner reminiscent of the narrative
strategies of the oral tradition in Moroccan culture. Return to Childhood may also be classified as an
autobiography, a form only now gaining respect as a valid literary genre in the Middle East. Abouzeid's own
introduction and Elizabeth Fernea's foreword discuss this new development in Arabic literature.
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: Arabic

About the Author
LEILA ABOUZEID is the author of two novels, as well as memoirs and many other stories. She lives in
Rabat, Morocco, where she is in demand as a commentator on both radio and television. Her work has been
translated into English, German, Dutch, and Urdu.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charles Eiland:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Return to Childhood: The Memoir of
a Modern Moroccan Woman (Modern Middle East Literature in Translation)? Maybe it is to get best activity
for you. You know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do
you agree with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

William Phillips:

Here thing why that Return to Childhood: The Memoir of a Modern Moroccan Woman (Modern Middle East
Literature in Translation) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good
nevertheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not.
Return to Childhood: The Memoir of a Modern Moroccan Woman (Modern Middle East Literature in
Translation) giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any publication out there but
there is no reserve that similar with Return to Childhood: The Memoir of a Modern Moroccan Woman
(Modern Middle East Literature in Translation). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own
personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around
you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. In
case you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Return to Childhood: The
Memoir of a Modern Moroccan Woman (Modern Middle East Literature in Translation) in e-book can be
your substitute.

Mike Greene:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new data.



When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Return to Childhood: The Memoir of a Modern Moroccan Woman (Modern Middle East Literature in
Translation), you can tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can
inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Sherry Duncan:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Return to Childhood: The Memoir of a
Modern Moroccan Woman (Modern Middle East Literature in Translation) can be the solution, oh how
comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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