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For the Western world, the period from 1760 to 1800 was the great revolutionary
era in which the outlines of the modern democratic state came into being. Here
for the first time in one volume is R. R. Palmer's magisterial account of this
incendiary age. Palmer argues that the American, French, and Polish revolutions-
-and the movements for political change in Britain, Ireland, Holland, and
elsewhere--were manifestations of similar political ideas, needs, and conflicts.
Palmer traces the clash between an older form of society, marked by legalized
social rank and hereditary or self-perpetuating elites, and a new form of society
that placed a greater value on social mobility and legal equality.

Featuring a new foreword by David Armitage, this Princeton Classics edition of
The Age of the Democratic Revolution introduces a new generation of readers to
this enduring work of political history.
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Editorial Review

Review
Praise for the previous Volume 1 edition: "Robert Palmer possesses the combination of patient scholarship
and broad philosophical inquiry the task demands. . . . This book will enlarge and clarify our understanding
of modern Western history. It will do more than that. It will re-emphasize the strength and vitality of the
roots that supported the growth of democracy in the Old and New Worlds."--Geoffrey Bruun, The New
York Times

Praise for the previous Volume 2 edition: ". . . This is the most important book on the Europe of the French
Revolution published in English for more than a generation. It marks the turn of the tide, demonstrating as it
does the hollowness of the current conservative interpretation of the Revolution and it will discredit for the
future all sloppy generalizations about Jacobins, demagogues, and revolutionary mobs. . . . [Professor
Palmer's] knowledge of printed sources is exceptionally thorough, ancient as well as modern, and his
judgment of what is good and reliable seems unerring."--J. H. Plumb, New York Review of Books

Praise for the previous Volume 1 edition: "Professor Palmer presents his historical synthesis with meticulous
scholarship, pungent clarity, and emphatic conviction. . . . He has the rare gift of analyzing a historical
situation in a manner that reveals, at the same time, both its past and its present significance."--J. Salwyn
Schapiro, Saturday Review

Praise for the previous Volume 1 edition: "It is a stimulating and provocative book in explicit defense of a
position--a moral, political, if not quite religious position--which is the relatively unexamined position of the
great majority of Americans. A reading of this book should help many to an explicit examination of their
beliefs that may strengthen them and should certainly clarify them."--Crane Brinton, New York Herald
Tribune

Praise for the previous Volume 2 edition: "With the publication of this second volume of The Age of the
Democratic Revolution, R. R. Palmer concludes his patient and magisterial reassessment of the revolutionary
ferment that stirred Europe and America between 1760 and 1800. . . . While Volume I covered thirty-two
years, Volume II covers only eight, and the detail is correspondingly enriched. The stage remains the same, a
vast stage extending from Scotland to Sicily and from Moscow to the Mississippi. Manipulating the spotlight
of attention with skill and precision, Palmer shifts the focus from country to country, clarifying the particular
conditions and specific developments in each. Despite the frequent changes of scene the drama is saved from
incoherence by its dominant theme, a theme that emerges more strongly with each chapter as the evidence
supporting it becomes more cumulative and convincing."--Geoffrey Bruun, Journal of Modern History

Praise for the previous Volume 2 edition: ". . . A work of historical synthesis that has no equal."--Maurice
Dolbier, New York Herald Tribune

About the Author
R. R. Palmer (1909-2002) was professor emeritus of history at Yale University and a guest scholar at the
Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton. His books include Twelve Who Ruled: The Year of the Terror in
the French Revolution (Princeton). The first volume of The Age of the Democratic Revolution won the
Bancroft Prize in 1960. David Armitage is the Lloyd C. Blankfein Professor of History at Harvard
University.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nancy Mitchell:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve The Age of the Democratic Revolution: A
Political History of Europe and America, 1760-1800 (Princeton Classics) will make you to possibly be
smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think which
open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they can be thought like
that? Have you searching for best book or ideal book with you?

Jared Smith:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is high. For
you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this The Age of the Democratic Revolution: A
Political History of Europe and America, 1760-1800 (Princeton Classics) book as nice and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Vanessa Gibson:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the book untitled The Age of the Democratic Revolution: A Political
History of Europe and America, 1760-1800 (Princeton Classics) can be very good book to read. May be it is
usually best activity to you.

Karolyn Kaufman:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Age of the Democratic
Revolution: A Political History of Europe and America, 1760-1800 (Princeton Classics) which is keeping the
e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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