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Renowned biblical sleuth and scholar Richard Elliot Friedman reveals the first
work of prose literature in the world-a 3000-year-old epic hidden within the
books of the Hebrew Bible. Written by a single, masterful author but obscured by
ancient editors and lost for millennia, this brilliant epic of love, deception, war,
and redemption is a compelling account of humankind's complex relationship
with God. Friedman boldly restores this prose masterpiece-the very heart of the
Bible-to the extraordinary form in which it was originally written.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Richard Elliott Friedman's The Hidden Book in the Bible may be the most important literary discovery of our
century. Or it may be a load of guano. The Hidden Book, like Michael Drosnin's The Bible Code, makes the
audacious claim that its author has discovered a secret structure of meaning in the holy texts of Christianity
and Judaism. Bucking more than a century of biblical textual criticism, Friedman claims that one author,
probably a lay person, wrote many of the most familiar stories in the Hebrew Bible (including the stories of
Adam and Eve, Abraham, Moses, and David) as one unified text. The Hidden Book's introduction defends
this thesis with close readings of the patterns of punctuation, word choice, sentence structure, and allusion
used in these stories; the remainder of the book is a reconstruction of what Friedman says is the original,
foundational text at the heart of the Bible.

Unlike The Bible Code, Friedman's book abstains from making specific interpretive claims based on its
findings. Yet Friedman does draw one lesson for contemporary readers from the story he has found--perhaps
the only element of this book that will escape the controversy it is sure to cause. In an age of relativism,
Friedman writes, "Suddenly this work comes back from nearly three thousand years ago. And it says yes,
humans have the power to make judgments of what is good and bad and right and wrong. In this story, the
creator of the earth does not always reveal what is good and bad, but rather the humans take the fruit that
enables them to make these judgments." --Michael Joseph Gross

Review
[Friedman] has devised a challenging, exhilarating theory that will force biblical scholars to rethink some
basic assumptions, but he has not made a conclusive case. -- The New York Times Book Review, Robert Alter

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: Hebrew

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kirk Fonseca:

In other case, little men and women like to read book The Hidden Book in the Bible. You can choose the
best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about how is important any book The Hidden
Book in the Bible. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can understand everything! From your country until
eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know
that. In this era, we are able to open a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it
when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Arthur Reaves:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to make



all of them keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will certainly update
themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Hidden Book in the Bible is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Bradley Roberts:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Hidden Book in the Bible can be great book to read.
May be it can be best activity to you.

Luis Poole:

The actual book The Hidden Book in the Bible has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get
a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes some research before
write this book. This book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.
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