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In June 1792, amidst the chaos of the French Revolution, two intrepid
astronomers set out in opposite directions on an extraordinary journey. Starting in
Paris, Jean-Baptiste-Joseph Delambre would make his way north to Dunkirk,
while Pierre-François-André Méchain voyaged south to Barcelona. Their mission
was to measure the world, and their findings would help define the meter as one
ten-millionth of the distance between the pole and the equator—a standard that
would be used “for all people, for all time.”

The Measure of All Things is the astonishing tale of one of history’s greatest
scientific adventures. Yet behind the public triumph of the metric system lies a
secret error, one that is perpetuated in every subsequent definition of the meter.
As acclaimed historian and novelist Ken Alder discovered through his research,
there were only two people on the planet who knew the full extent of this error:
Delambre and Méchain themselves.

By turns a science history, detective tale, and human drama, The Measure of All
Things describes a quest that succeeded as it failed—and continues to enlighten
and inspire to this day.
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In June 1792, amidst the chaos of the French Revolution, two intrepid astronomers set out in opposite
directions on an extraordinary journey. Starting in Paris, Jean-Baptiste-Joseph Delambre would make his
way north to Dunkirk, while Pierre-François-André Méchain voyaged south to Barcelona. Their mission was
to measure the world, and their findings would help define the meter as one ten-millionth of the distance
between the pole and the equator—a standard that would be used “for all people, for all time.”

The Measure of All Things is the astonishing tale of one of history’s greatest scientific adventures. Yet
behind the public triumph of the metric system lies a secret error, one that is perpetuated in every subsequent
definition of the meter. As acclaimed historian and novelist Ken Alder discovered through his research, there
were only two people on the planet who knew the full extent of this error: Delambre and Méchain
themselves.

By turns a science history, detective tale, and human drama, The Measure of All Things describes a quest that
succeeded as it failed—and continues to enlighten and inspire to this day.
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Editorial Review

Review
The Boston Globe These are enthralling, fascinating, even mind-altering pages. Alder imbues the narrative
with a tremulous, fever-soaked climax and a lengthy and satisfying denouement.

The Philadelphia Inquirer One of those rare works that both rewrite history and capture the imagination.

The New York Times Book Review Passes a central test of any popular work of history: it bathes the past in
the light, life, and humanity of the eternal present.

About the Author
Ken Alder is a professor of history and Milton H. Wilson Professor of the Humanities at Northwestern
University. He is the author of The Measure of All Things, published to worldwide acclaim in fourteen
languages. He lives in Evanston, Illinois.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Denise Rutledge:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Measure of All Things: The
Seven-Year Odyssey and Hidden Error That Transformed the World. All type of book would you see on
many solutions. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Phyllis Belser:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title The Measure
of All Things: The Seven-Year Odyssey and Hidden Error That Transformed the World suitable to you? The
book was written by well known writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Measure of All Things: The
Seven-Year Odyssey and Hidden Error That Transformed the Worldis one of several books that will
everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this e-book
you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their concept
in the simple way, so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this reserve. This book will give you a
large amount of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world on this book.

Kathy Donnelly:

The particular book The Measure of All Things: The Seven-Year Odyssey and Hidden Error That



Transformed the World has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The
book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research before write this
book. This particular book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this article book.

Barbara Duty:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Measure of All Things: The Seven-Year
Odyssey and Hidden Error That Transformed the World was colorful and of course has pictures around. As
we know that book The Measure of All Things: The Seven-Year Odyssey and Hidden Error That
Transformed the World has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or
Private eye Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are
generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in your
case and try to like reading this.
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