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William Uttal is concerned that in an effort to prove itself a hard science,
psychology may have thrown away one of its most important methodological
tools—a critical analysis of the fundamental assumptions that underlie day-to-
day empirical research. In this book Uttal addresses the question of localization:
whether psychological processes can be defined and isolated in a way that
permits them to be associated with particular brain regions.

New, noninvasive imaging technologies allow us to observe the brain while it is
actively engaged in mental activities. Uttal cautions, however, that the
excitement of these new research tools can lead to a neuroreductionist wild goose
chase. With more and more cognitive neuroscientific data forthcoming, it
becomes critical to question their limitations as well as their potential. Uttal
reviews the history of localization theory, presents the difficulties of defining
cognitive processes, and examines the conceptual and technical difficulties that
should make us cautious about falling victim to what may be a "neo-
phrenological" fad.
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William Uttal is concerned that in an effort to prove itself a hard science, psychology may have thrown away
one of its most important methodological tools—a critical analysis of the fundamental assumptions that
underlie day-to-day empirical research. In this book Uttal addresses the question of localization: whether
psychological processes can be defined and isolated in a way that permits them to be associated with
particular brain regions.

New, noninvasive imaging technologies allow us to observe the brain while it is actively engaged in mental
activities. Uttal cautions, however, that the excitement of these new research tools can lead to a
neuroreductionist wild goose chase. With more and more cognitive neuroscientific data forthcoming, it
becomes critical to question their limitations as well as their potential. Uttal reviews the history of
localization theory, presents the difficulties of defining cognitive processes, and examines the conceptual and
technical difficulties that should make us cautious about falling victim to what may be a "neo-phrenological"
fad.
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Editorial Review

Review

Uttal's new book The New Phrenology is an iconoclastic attack on even the possibility of the localization of
cognitive function in the brain. Criticizing attempts from Lashley to today, Uttal is particularly scathing
about current studies of imaging the human brain.

(Charles Gross, Department of Psychology, Princeton University)

With the recent explosion of new imaging methods allowing us to visualize the thinking brain, now is the
perfect time to reconsider the question being addressed in this monograph -- can psychological processes be
localized? William Uttal's answer is provocative, yet well balanced; while it serves as a statement of caution,
it is also encouraging. Anyone interested in how the brain works will enjoy and benefit from reading this
treatise.

(Mark D'Esposito, Director, Henry H. Wheeler, Jr. Brain Imaging Center, University of California, Berkeley)

This is an exciting book...

(Vanja Kljajevic Metapsychology)

About the Author

William R. Uttal is Professor Emeritus in the Department of Psychology at the University of Michigan and in
the Department of Industrial Engineering at Arizona State University.

Mark J. Cherry, Ph.D., is an Assistant Professor of Philosophy atSaint Edward's University, in Austin, Texas.
He is Editor-in-Chief ofHealthcare Ethics Committee Forum, Assistant Editor of The Journal ofMedicine
and Philosophy, and an Associate Editor of Christian Bioethics.He also has edited Persons and Their Bodies:
Rights, Responsibilities, Relationships(Kluwer Academic Press, 1999) and was coeditor of AllocatingScarce
Medical Resources: Roman Catholic Perspectives (GeorgetownUniversity Press, 2002).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stephanie Rodriguez:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book



can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The New Phrenology: The
Limits of Localizing Cognitive Processes in the Brain (Life and Mind: Philosophical Issues in Biology and
Psychology) book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information in this
book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Carlos Vickers:

The event that you get from The New Phrenology: The Limits of Localizing Cognitive Processes in the Brain
(Life and Mind: Philosophical Issues in Biology and Psychology) is a more deep you excavating the
information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to recognise but The New Phrenology: The Limits of Localizing Cognitive Processes in the
Brain (Life and Mind: Philosophical Issues in Biology and Psychology) giving you joy feeling of reading.
The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone who read this
because the author of this book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We suggest you for having that The New Phrenology: The Limits of Localizing Cognitive
Processes in the Brain (Life and Mind: Philosophical Issues in Biology and Psychology) instantly.

Joni Harris:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It
fine you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The New
Phrenology: The Limits of Localizing Cognitive Processes in the Brain (Life and Mind: Philosophical Issues
in Biology and Psychology) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Rodolfo Odum:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
From the book The New Phrenology: The Limits of Localizing Cognitive Processes in the Brain (Life and
Mind: Philosophical Issues in Biology and Psychology) we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to
definitely be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply choose the best book
that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with that book The New Phrenology:
The Limits of Localizing Cognitive Processes in the Brain (Life and Mind: Philosophical Issues in Biology
and Psychology). You can more appealing than now.
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