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Since the early twentieth century, scientific materialism has so undermined our
belief in the human capacity for transcendence that many people find it difficult
to believe in God and the human soul. The materialist perspective has not only
cast its spell on the natural sciences, psychology, philosophy, and literature, it has
also enthralled popular culture, which offers very little to encourage the "soul's
upward yearning".

There are many signs of the widespread loss of confidence in our ability to soar
upward, and these have been noted by thinkers as diverse as Carl Jung
(psychiatrist), Mircea Eliade (historian of religion), Gabriel Marcel
(philosopher), and authors C.S. Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkien. Their observations
were validated by a 2004 study published in the American Journal of Psychiatry
that linked the absence of religion with a marked increase in suicide,
meaninglessness, substance abuse, separation from family members, and other
psychological problems.

Thus, the loss of transcendence is negatively affecting an entire society. It is
stealing from countless individuals their sense of happiness, dignity, ideals,
virtues, and destiny.Ironically, the evidence for transcendence is greater today
than in any other period in history. The problem is, this evidence has not been
compiled and made widely available—a challenge Father Spitzer aspires to meet
with this book.

Father Spitzer's work provides a bright light in the midst of the darkness by
presenting traditional and contemporary evidence for God and a transphysical
soul from several major sources. It shows that we are transcendent beings with
souls capable of surviving bodily death; that we are self-reflective beings aware
of and able to strive toward perfect truth, love, goodness, and beauty; that we
have the dignity of being created in the very image of God. If we underestimate
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these truths, we undervalue one another, underlive our lives, and underachieve
our destiny.
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Since the early twentieth century, scientific materialism has so undermined our belief in the human capacity
for transcendence that many people find it difficult to believe in God and the human soul. The materialist
perspective has not only cast its spell on the natural sciences, psychology, philosophy, and literature, it has
also enthralled popular culture, which offers very little to encourage the "soul's upward yearning".

There are many signs of the widespread loss of confidence in our ability to soar upward, and these have been
noted by thinkers as diverse as Carl Jung (psychiatrist), Mircea Eliade (historian of religion), Gabriel Marcel
(philosopher), and authors C.S. Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkien. Their observations were validated by a 2004 study
published in the American Journal of Psychiatry that linked the absence of religion with a marked increase in
suicide, meaninglessness, substance abuse, separation from family members, and other psychological
problems.

Thus, the loss of transcendence is negatively affecting an entire society. It is stealing from countless
individuals their sense of happiness, dignity, ideals, virtues, and destiny.Ironically, the evidence for
transcendence is greater today than in any other period in history. The problem is, this evidence has not been
compiled and made widely available—a challenge Father Spitzer aspires to meet with this book.

Father Spitzer's work provides a bright light in the midst of the darkness by presenting traditional and
contemporary evidence for God and a transphysical soul from several major sources. It shows that we are
transcendent beings with souls capable of surviving bodily death; that we are self-reflective beings aware of
and able to strive toward perfect truth, love, goodness, and beauty; that we have the dignity of being created
in the very image of God. If we underestimate these truths, we undervalue one another, underlive our lives,
and underachieve our destiny.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Father Spitzer displays a broad range of arguments in favor of the reality and the compelling importance of
the transcendent dimension of our existence on the basis of religious literature, our interior awareness of
transcendent reality, the cosmic struggle between good and evil, metaphysics, our natural desire to
experience perfect goodness, love and beauty, the evidence of near-death experiences, and contemporary
science, especially astrophysics." --Timothy Cardinal Dolan, Archbishop of New York

"Spitzer's brilliant use of physics, cosmology, psychology, neuroscience, NDE studies, and contemporary
philosophy reveals how all disciplines and shared human experiences converge on the truth of our spiritual
nature. A grand synthesis from the pen of a master." --Michael Augros, Ph.D., Author, Who Designed the
Designer?

"An intellectual triumph. Those who think faith is a matter of emotion and self-delusion could not
intelligently defend that position if they read this book with an open mind and comprehended its arguments.
Magnificent." --Dean Koontz, #1 New York Times Best-Selling Author

About the Author

Robert Spitzer, S.J., Ph.D., is the former president of Gonzaga University. He is the founder and President
of the Magis Center, committed to the revitalization of transcendence and virtue through the close
connection between science, reason, and faith. He is also the President of the Spitzer Center of Ethical
Leadership. He is the author of seven books including Finding True Happiness, New Proofs for the Existence
of God from Physics and Philosophy, Healing the Culture, Ten Universal Principles,and Five Pillars of the
Spiritual Life.    

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Clifford Ranger:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can
add your knowledge by the guide entitled The Soul's Upward Yearning: Clues to Our Transcendent Nature
from Experience and Reason (Happiness, Suffering, and Transcendence-Book 2). Try to face the book The
Soul's Upward Yearning: Clues to Our Transcendent Nature from Experience and Reason (Happiness,
Suffering, and Transcendence-Book 2) as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you
feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself.
The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we should
make new experience along with knowledge with this book.



Frances Hayes:

The e-book with title The Soul's Upward Yearning: Clues to Our Transcendent Nature from Experience and
Reason (Happiness, Suffering, and Transcendence-Book 2) has lot of information that you can understand it.
You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new knowledge the information that
exist in this guide represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to know how
the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in new era of the glowbal growth. You can
read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Tom Carter:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more time to
be read. The Soul's Upward Yearning: Clues to Our Transcendent Nature from Experience and Reason
(Happiness, Suffering, and Transcendence-Book 2) can be your answer because it can be read by a person
who have those short free time problems.

Byron Hiebert:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that query
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book.
Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this The Soul's Upward
Yearning: Clues to Our Transcendent Nature from Experience and Reason (Happiness, Suffering, and
Transcendence-Book 2).
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