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A unique book of wisdom and experience that reaches from the most violent
slums of New York City to the highest planes of spiritual thought by the
RZA, founder of the Wu-Tang Clan and hip-hop's most exalted wise man.

The RZA, the Abbot of the Wu-Tang Clan and hip-hop culture's most dynamic
genius, imparts the lessons he's learned on the journey that's taken him from the
Staten Island projects to international superstar, all along the way a devout
student of knowledge in every form he's found it-on the streets, in religion, in
martial arts, in chess, in popular culture. Part chronicle of an extraordinary life
and part spiritual and philosophical discourse, The Tao of Wu is a nonfiction
Siddhartha for the hip-hop generation-an engaging, seeking book that will
enlighten, entertain, and inspire.

The legions of Wu-Tang fans are accustomed to this heady mix-their obsession
with the band's puzzlelike lyrics and elaborate mythology has propelled the group
through fifteen years of dazzling, multiplatform success. In his 2005 bestseller
The Wu-Tang Manual, the RZA provided the barest glimpse of how that
mythology worked. In The Tao of Wu, he takes us deep inside the complex sense
of wisdom and spirituality that has been at the core of his commercial and
creative success.

The book is built around major moments in the RZA's life when he was faced
with a dramatic turning point, either bad (a potential prison sentence) or good (a
record deal that could pull his family out of poverty), and the lessons he took
from each experience. His points of view are always surprising and provocative,
and reveal a profound, genuine, and abiding wisdom-consistently tempered with
humor and peppered with unique, colloquial phraseology. It is a spiritual memoir
as the world has never seen before, and will never see again.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
This hodgepodge of memoir, spiritual advice and poetry is a sincere attempt by the RZA, Wu Tang Clan
founder and producer, to impart his accumulated life wisdom through the lens of hip-hop and idiosyncratic
personal religion. To this end, the book opens with a series of paragraphs defining wisdom (Wisdom is
woman, Woman is the word) and continues with the full Webster's Dictionary definition of wisdom.
Repetition and generalization are problems, but serious fans of the Wu-Tang Clan, who surely are all of the
potential readers for this book, will find some interesting stories of the RZA's early days through some
diligent skimming. He writes about saving Method Man's life at the scene of a drug deal gone bad on Staten
Island, the emotional connections shared in the projects over viewings of kung-fu movies and the marathon
home production sessions during which he created the backing tracks for years' worth of albums for his
cohorts. The spiritual message of the book can be hard to parse: the RZA embraces 5 Percent Nation Muslim
teachings as well as Zen Buddhism—the latter is the basis for a mind-numbing section of Hip-Hop Koans
that includes Don't hate the player; hate the game. Chess tips and a case for vegetarianism also factor into
this singular work. (Oct.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
"RZA is a towering artist and deep thinker who has much to teach us. I salute his courageous vision and
compassionate witness-as manifest in this book and his life!"
-Cornel West

"I congratulate the world for this beautiful gift, wisdom from the life and travels of RZA, wisdom I truly
believe draws from the deepest pools of human thought and spirit...When a wise monk passes away, the
monastery builds a pagoda in his memory. Some pagodas get one floor, some get two or three. But if the man
was known as the wisest and most enlightened of all monks, his pagoda gets seven. I believe the seven pillars
of wisdom in this book are like the seven floors of an exalted monk's pagoda. They represent the wisdom,
knowledge, and enlightenment of a soul that has never stopped training, never stopped learning."
-Sifu Shi Yan Ming, thirty-fourth generation Shaolin Temple warrior monk
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Users Review

From reader reviews:



Ruth Nicholson:

Here thing why that The Tao of Wu are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading a book is good
but it really depends in the content from it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The Tao of Wu
giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no reserve
that similar with The Tao of Wu. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your current eyes about the
thing in which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can actually bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your means home by train. In case you are having difficulties in
bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Tao of Wu in e-book can be your substitute.

Tyler Smith:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The The Tao of Wu provide you with new experience in looking at a book.

Juan Carrillo:

This The Tao of Wu is brand new way for you who has fascination to look for some information mainly
because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or you who
still having little digest in reading this The Tao of Wu can be the light food for you because the information
inside this particular book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that
is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in reserve form
make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss
this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.

Lisa Lee:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know
that reading is very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book.
Different categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this The Tao of Wu.
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