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A BBC Radio 2 Book Club Pick

For thirty years, Brian Brett shared his office and his life with Tuco, a remarkable
parrot given to asking such questions as “Whaddya know?” and announcing
“Party time!” when guests showed up at Brett’s farm. Although Brett bought
Tuco on a whim as a pet, he gradually realizes the enormous obligation he has to
the bird and learns that the parrot is a lot more complex than he thought.

Simultaneously a biography of this singular bird and a history of bird/dinosaurs
and the human relationship with birds, Tuco also explores how we “other” the
world—abusing birds, landscapes, and each other—including Brett’s own
experience with a rare genetic condition that turned his early years into an
obstacle course of bullying and nurtured his affinity for winged creatures. The
book also provides an in-depth examination of our ideas about knowledge,
language, and intelligence (including commentary from Tuco himself) and how
as we learn more about animal languages and intelligence we continually shift
our definitions of them in order to retain our “superiority.” As Brett says,
“Whaddya know? Not much. I don’t even know what knowledge is. I know only
the magic … and
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For thirty years, Brian Brett shared his office and his life with Tuco, a remarkable parrot given to asking such
questions as “Whaddya know?” and announcing “Party time!” when guests showed up at Brett’s farm.
Although Brett bought Tuco on a whim as a pet, he gradually realizes the enormous obligation he has to the
bird and learns that the parrot is a lot more complex than he thought.

Simultaneously a biography of this singular bird and a history of bird/dinosaurs and the human relationship
with birds, Tuco also explores how we “other” the world—abusing birds, landscapes, and each
other—including Brett’s own experience with a rare genetic condition that turned his early years into an
obstacle course of bullying and nurtured his affinity for winged creatures. The book also provides an in-
depth examination of our ideas about knowledge, language, and intelligence (including commentary from
Tuco himself) and how as we learn more about animal languages and intelligence we continually shift our
definitions of them in order to retain our “superiority.” As Brett says, “Whaddya know? Not much. I don’t
even know what knowledge is. I know only the magic … and
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Editorial Review

Review

"Tuco is, at its heart, an account of survival, of the life of the Other, whether in its human or avian form. It’s
a beautiful book, rich in both information and emotion, anchored in Brett’s rich, accessible prose and his
humble, plain-spoken strength."—Toronto Star

"A wonderful gyre of a journey into the mind of man and bird, Tuco is an avian feast of astounding nuggets,
tales, and insights. It is also a deep meditation on our place in time and nature: moving, funny, personal yet
universal."—Ronald Wright, author of A Short History of Progress

"Tuco is an avian odyssey, an homage to strange birds, both feathered and human. The path winds through
the gardens of life, through adventure and heartache, with Brett as your eloquent guide, his delightfully
mischievous parrot perched on his shoulder. A remarkable story of interspecies companionship.
—Charlotte Gill, author of Eating Dirt

About the Author

Brian Brett is the author of Trauma Farm: A Rebel History of Rural Life, which won the Writers’ Trust
Non-Fiction Prize, and Uproar’s Your Only Music, a Globe and Mail Book of the Year. He has also written
numerous books of poetry and fiction. He lives with his family on Salt Spring Island, British Columbia,
Canada.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anthony Flowers:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Tuco: The
Parrot, the Others, and A Scattershot World? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize beside you
can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with the opinion or
you have other opinion?

Fatima Leonard:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Tuco: The Parrot, the Others, and A Scattershot World book is readable by
simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable
reading through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The
writer of Tuco: The Parrot, the Others, and A Scattershot World content conveys thinking easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just



different in the form of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Tuco: The Parrot, the Others, and A Scattershot
World is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Dwight Ambrose:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Tuco: The Parrot, the Others, and A Scattershot
World as your daily resource information.

Clarence Bowen:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books in the
top list in your reading list will be Tuco: The Parrot, the Others, and A Scattershot World. This book which
is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upward
and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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