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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In what PW called a "sprawling, provocative, sometimes infuriating chronicle that stands much conventional
wisdom on its head," Schama argues that the Revolution did not produce a "patriotic culture of citizenship"
but was preceded by one.
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
YA-- This well-written, thoroughly documented book should be on every high-school library shelf. It
explains the self-destructive, bloody orgy that occurred in France but not in England or Prussia, countries in
similar states of poverty and with similarly deprived, disenfranchised populaces. Schama theorizes that the
cause of France's revolution lies in the self-deception of the ruling intelligentsia, who believed that they
could make a Utopian France by allowing controlled violence, murder, and the destruction of property in the
name of liberty, and all to exist simultaneously with good government. Schama presents Talleyrand,
Lafayette, and others with more understanding than they are given in most histories, setting them amidst a
web of violence of their own making. This book speaks to today's world, as nations strive to move from
despotism to democracy. A more modern view of these same problems is found in Z. Brzezinski's The Grand
Failure (Scribners , 1989) .
-Barbara Batty, Port Arthur I.S.D., TX
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
The appearance of this book is certain to be one of the main publishing events of the bicentennial year of the
French Revolution. It blends gritty details about everyday life with an old-fashioned, dramatic narrative
form. Among other things, Schama argues that the Old Regime fell not because it was stagnant but because it
was moving too fast. Unlike Marxists and "new historians," Schama stresses the importance of individual
events and people. He detects the emergence of a patriotic culture of citizenship in the decades preceding
1789 and explains how citizenship came to be a public expression of an idealized family during the
Revolution. One criticism: there are no footnotes citing sources. Despite this flaw, Schama's book will please
scholars and a wide general readership.
- Thomas J. Schaeper, St. Bonaventure Univ., N.Y.
Copyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dominique Fletcher:

In other case, little persons like to read book Citizens: A Chronicle of the French Revolution. You can
choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how is important any book
Citizens: A Chronicle of the French Revolution. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the
world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your country until
eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able
to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You
may use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.



Kim Phillips:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while
is reading. Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Citizens: A
Chronicle of the French Revolution book as starter and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Brian Register:

Here thing why this kind of Citizens: A Chronicle of the French Revolution are different and dependable to
be yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in the content than it which is the content
is as tasty as food or not. Citizens: A Chronicle of the French Revolution giving you information deeper
since different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no e-book that similar with Citizens:
A Chronicle of the French Revolution. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own eyes
about the thing this happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can easily
bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your means home by train. When you are having
difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Citizens: A Chronicle of the French Revolution
in e-book can be your option.

Christie Rich:

The e-book untitled Citizens: A Chronicle of the French Revolution is the book that recommended to you to
study. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to a person. The language that article
author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of research when write
the book, and so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also will get
the e-book of Citizens: A Chronicle of the French Revolution from the publisher to make you far more enjoy
free time.
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