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One of America’s foremost philosophers offers a major new account of the
origins of the conscious mind.

How did we come to have minds?

For centuries, this question has intrigued psychologists, physicists, poets, and
philosophers, who have wondered how the human mind developed its unrivaled
ability to create, imagine, and explain. Disciples of Darwin have long aspired to
explain how consciousness, language, and culture could have appeared through
natural selection, blazing promising trails that tend, however, to end in confusion
and controversy. Even though our understanding of the inner workings of
proteins, neurons, and DNA is deeper than ever before, the matter of how our
minds came to be has largely remained a mystery.

That is now changing, says Daniel C. Dennett. In From Bacteria to Bach and
Back, his most comprehensive exploration of evolutionary thinking yet, he builds
on ideas from computer science and biology to show how a comprehending mind
could in fact have arisen from a mindless process of natural selection. Part
philosophical whodunit, part bold scientific conjecture, this landmark work
enlarges themes that have sustained Dennett’s legendary career at the forefront of
philosophical thought.

In his inimitable style?laced with wit and arresting thought experiments?Dennett
explains that a crucial shift occurred when humans developed the ability to share
memes, or ways of doing things not based in genetic instinct. Language, itself
composed of memes, turbocharged this interplay. Competition among memes?a
form of natural selection?produced thinking tools so well-designed that they gave
us the power to design our own memes. The result, a mind that not only
perceives and controls but can create and comprehend, was thus largely shaped
by the process of cultural evolution.

An agenda-setting book for a new generation of philosophers, scientists, and
thinkers, From Bacteria to Bach and Back will delight and entertain anyone
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eager to make sense of how the mind works and how it came about.

4 color, 18 black-and-white illustrations
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One of America’s foremost philosophers offers a major new account of the origins of the conscious
mind.

How did we come to have minds?

For centuries, this question has intrigued psychologists, physicists, poets, and philosophers, who have
wondered how the human mind developed its unrivaled ability to create, imagine, and explain. Disciples of
Darwin have long aspired to explain how consciousness, language, and culture could have appeared through
natural selection, blazing promising trails that tend, however, to end in confusion and controversy. Even
though our understanding of the inner workings of proteins, neurons, and DNA is deeper than ever before,
the matter of how our minds came to be has largely remained a mystery.

That is now changing, says Daniel C. Dennett. In From Bacteria to Bach and Back, his most comprehensive
exploration of evolutionary thinking yet, he builds on ideas from computer science and biology to show how
a comprehending mind could in fact have arisen from a mindless process of natural selection. Part
philosophical whodunit, part bold scientific conjecture, this landmark work enlarges themes that have
sustained Dennett’s legendary career at the forefront of philosophical thought.

In his inimitable style?laced with wit and arresting thought experiments?Dennett explains that a crucial shift
occurred when humans developed the ability to share memes, or ways of doing things not based in genetic
instinct. Language, itself composed of memes, turbocharged this interplay. Competition among memes?a
form of natural selection?produced thinking tools so well-designed that they gave us the power to design our
own memes. The result, a mind that not only perceives and controls but can create and comprehend, was thus
largely shaped by the process of cultural evolution.

An agenda-setting book for a new generation of philosophers, scientists, and thinkers, From Bacteria to
Bach and Back will delight and entertain anyone eager to make sense of how the mind works and how it
came about.
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Editorial Review

Review
“A supremely enjoyable, intoxicating work, tying together 50 years of thinking about where minds come
from and how they work. . . . Dennett has earned his reputation as one of today’s most readable,
intellectually nimble and scientifically literate philosophers, as this subtle, clever book shows . . . .
immensely instructive and pleasurable.”
- Nature

“In From Bacteria to Bach and Back, his eighteenth book (thirteenth as sole author), Dennett presents a
valuable and typically lucid synthesis of his worldview . . . . Dennett is always good company . . . . he writes
with wit and elegance . . . . distinctive.”
- Thomas Nagel, The New York Review of Books

“If you have not encountered [Dennett’s] work, you surely should . . . very few contemporary thinkers have
supplied us with so many ‘thinking tools.’ . . . . Dennett’s book is astonishingly rich and will introduce you
to most of the key ideas in the terrain he strides energetically across.”
- Adam Zeman, Standpoint

“Illuminating and insightful. . . . [Dennett] makes a convincing case, based on a rapidly growing body of
experimental evidence, that a materialist theory of mind is within reach. . . . His ideas demand serious
consideration.”
- Publishers' Weekly

“A subtle and interesting argument.”
- Stephen Rose, The Guardian

About the Author
Daniel C. Dennett is University Professor and Austin B. Fletcher Professor of Philosophy at Tufts University
and the author of numerous books including Intuition Pumps and Other Tools for Thinking, Breaking the
Spell, Darwin’s Dangerous Idea, and Consciousness Explained.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Henry Woods:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you will need this From Bacteria to Bach and Back: The Evolution of Minds.



Leonie Blazek:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you that From Bacteria to Bach and Back:
The Evolution of Minds book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than
just a book.

Stephen Mosley:

The actual book From Bacteria to Bach and Back: The Evolution of Minds has a lot info on it. So when you
read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author. The author
makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you may get the point
easily after looking over this book.

Jennifer Valdovinos:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is created or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the From Bacteria to Bach and Back: The Evolution of Minds when you necessary it?
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