
Gay New York: Gender, Urban Culture, and
the Making of the Gay Male World, 1890-1940

By George Chauncey

Gay New York: Gender, Urban Culture, and the Making of the Gay Male
World, 1890-1940 By George Chauncey

Gay New York brilliantly shatters the myth that before the 1960s gay life existed
only in the closet, where gay men were isolated, invisible, and self-hating. Based
on years of research and access to a rich trove of diaries, legal records, and other
unpublished documents, this book is a fascinating portrait of a gay world that is
not supposed to have existed.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Chauncey reconstructs New York's pre-WWII gay community, revealing a group that was deeply involved in
the city's social and cultural scenes.
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews
Historian Chauncey (Univ. of Chicago) brilliantly maps out the complex gay world of turn-of-the-century
New York City. This book's publication is timed to coincide with the 25th anniversary of the uprising at the
Stonewall Inn, which is often hailed as the birth of the modern gay and lesbian movement. Yet Chauncey
convincingly puts Stonewall in perspective: It hardly marked the beginning of urban gay pride or nightlife.
Rather than languishing in obscurity and isolation, as has long been assumed, many gay male New Yorkers
thrived in close, often proud communities decades before the famous riots. He argues that before WW II the
boundaries between homosexual and heterosexual behavior were far looser than they were later, particularly
among working-class men. Gay New York reconstructs prewar gay life through police records, newspapers,
oral histories, the papers of the Society for the Suppression of Vice, diaries, medical records, and other
fascinating primary texts. The material is rich and much of it startlingly revealing about prewar social mores:
A State Liquor Authority investigator in 1939 amiably refers to a drag queen by the feminine pronoun,
boasting that ``she liked us very much,'' while a musician's diaries tell of his often successful attempts at
picking up uniformed policemen. This was clearly a world of permeable sexual boundaries. Chauncey (co-
editor, Hidden From History: Reclaiming the Gay and Lesbian Past, not reviewed) is a savvy tour guide,
leading us through bars, speakeasies, parks, bathhouses, streets, rooming houses, and cafeterias, always
providing ample historical context and intriguing interpretive possibilities. He explores not only the
mainstream culture's influence on gay urban life, but vice versa, arguing that homosexuality and
heterosexuality are historically specific categories that evolved in the beginning of this century and shaped
each other. Chauncey has made a stunning contribution not only to gay history, but to the study of urban life,
class, gender--and heterosexuality. -- Copyright ©1994, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

About the Author

George Chauncey is professor of American history at the University of Chicago and the author of Gay New
York: Gender, Urban Culture, and the Making of the Gay Male World, 1890-1940, which won the
distinguished Turner and Curti Awards from the Organization of American Historians, the Los Angeles
Times Book Prize, and the Lambda Literary Award. He testified as an expert witness on the history of
antigay discrimination at the 1993 trial of Colorado's Amendment Two, which resulted in the Supreme
Court's Romer v. Evans decision that antigay rights referenda were unconstitutional, and he was the principal
author of the Historians' Amicus Brief, which weighed heavily in the Supreme Court's landmark decision
overturning sodomy laws in Lawrence v. Texas (2003). The recipient of a Guggenheim Fellowship, he lives
and works in Chicago.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



David Lucero:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Gay New York: Gender, Urban
Culture, and the Making of the Gay Male World, 1890-1940 book as beginner and daily reading publication.
Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Maria Carlin:

The knowledge that you get from Gay New York: Gender, Urban Culture, and the Making of the Gay Male
World, 1890-1940 will be the more deep you digging the information that hide into the words the more you
get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Gay New York:
Gender, Urban Culture, and the Making of the Gay Male World, 1890-1940 giving you enjoyment feeling of
reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood through anyone who
read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having this specific Gay New York: Gender, Urban Culture, and the Making of
the Gay Male World, 1890-1940 instantly.

Harry Dwyer:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read is definitely Gay New York: Gender, Urban Culture, and the Making of the Gay Male
World, 1890-1940.

Ellis Pauling:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This publication Gay New York: Gender, Urban Culture, and the Making of the Gay
Male World, 1890-1940 was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about
your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If
you know how big benefit from a book, you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at
this point, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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