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Edited and annotated by leading Proust scholar William Carter, In the Shadow of
Young Girls in Flower is the second volume of one of the twentieth century’s
great literary triumphs.
 
It was this volume that won the Prix Goncourt in 1919, affirming Proust as a
major literary figure and dramatically increasing his fame. Here the narrator
whose childhood was reflected in Swann’s Way moves further through childhood
and into adolescence, as the author brilliantly examines themes of love and
youth, in settings in Paris and by the sea in Normandy. The reader again
encounters Swann, now married to his former mistress and largely fallen from
high society, and meets for the first time several of Proust’s most memorable
characters: the handsome, dashing Robert de Saint-Loup, who will become the
narrator’s best friend; the enigmatic Albertine, leader of the “little band” of
adolescent girls; the profoundly artistic Elstir, believed to be Proust’s composite
of Whistler, Monet, and other leading painters; and, making his unforgettable
entrance near the end of the volume, the intense, indelible Baron de Charlus.
 
Permeated by the “bloom of youth” and its resonances in memories of love and
friendship, In the Shadow of Young Girls in Flower takes readers into the heart of
Proust’s comic and poetic genius. As with Swann’s Way, Carter uses C. K. Scott
Moncrieff’s beloved translation as the basis for this annotated and fully revised
edition. Carter corrects long-standing errors in Scott Moncrieff’s otherwise
superlative translation, bringing it closer than ever to the spirit and style of
Proust’s original text—and reaching English readers in a way that the Pléiade
annotations cannot. Insightful and accessible, Carter’s edition of Marcel Proust’s
masterwork will be the go-to text for generations of readers seeking to
understand Proust’s remarkable bygone world.
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Edited and annotated by leading Proust scholar William Carter, In the Shadow of Young Girls in Flower is
the second volume of one of the twentieth century’s great literary triumphs.
 
It was this volume that won the Prix Goncourt in 1919, affirming Proust as a major literary figure and
dramatically increasing his fame. Here the narrator whose childhood was reflected in Swann’s Way moves
further through childhood and into adolescence, as the author brilliantly examines themes of love and youth,
in settings in Paris and by the sea in Normandy. The reader again encounters Swann, now married to his
former mistress and largely fallen from high society, and meets for the first time several of Proust’s most
memorable characters: the handsome, dashing Robert de Saint-Loup, who will become the narrator’s best
friend; the enigmatic Albertine, leader of the “little band” of adolescent girls; the profoundly artistic Elstir,
believed to be Proust’s composite of Whistler, Monet, and other leading painters; and, making his
unforgettable entrance near the end of the volume, the intense, indelible Baron de Charlus.
 
Permeated by the “bloom of youth” and its resonances in memories of love and friendship, In the Shadow of
Young Girls in Flower takes readers into the heart of Proust’s comic and poetic genius. As with Swann’s
Way, Carter uses C. K. Scott Moncrieff’s beloved translation as the basis for this annotated and fully revised
edition. Carter corrects long-standing errors in Scott Moncrieff’s otherwise superlative translation, bringing
it closer than ever to the spirit and style of Proust’s original text—and reaching English readers in a way that
the Pléiade annotations cannot. Insightful and accessible, Carter’s edition of Marcel Proust’s masterwork will
be the go-to text for generations of readers seeking to understand Proust’s remarkable bygone world.
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Editorial Review

Review

“The notes bring an extra dimension . . . appended in a column on the outside margin of each page, like the
voice of a knowledgeable friend who sits at our side as we read. . . . Likely to be the edition of choice for
students of the novel in English and readers keen for a supportive framework for their endeavors.”—Adam
Watt, H-France Review
(Adam Watt H-France Review)

About the Author

Marcel Proust (1871–1922) was a French novelist, critic, and essayist best known for his monumental In
Search of Lost Time. William C. Carter is Distinguished Professor of French Emeritus at the University of
Alabama at Birmingham.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stefanie Roach:

The guide untitled In the Shadow of Young Girls in Flower: In Search of Lost Time, Volume 2 is the book
that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of In the Shadow of Young Girls in Flower:
In Search of Lost Time, Volume 2 from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Elbert Gibson:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often
the book you have read is In the Shadow of Young Girls in Flower: In Search of Lost Time, Volume 2.

Allie Littlefield:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This In the Shadow of Young Girls in Flower: In
Search of Lost Time, Volume 2 can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you
have factor that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. That book can be one of



one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by
knowing more than some other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have In the Shadow of
Young Girls in Flower: In Search of Lost Time, Volume 2.

Virginia Higgins:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you
also know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book.
Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this In the Shadow of
Young Girls in Flower: In Search of Lost Time, Volume 2.
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