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The histories and futures of Indigenous peoples and salmon are inextricably
bound across the vast ocean expanse and rugged coastlines of the North Pacific.
Keystone Nations addresses this enmeshment and the marriage of the biological
and social sciences that have led to the research discussed in this book. Salmon
stocks and Indigenous peoples across the northern Pacific region represent a
significance beyond their size in maintaining the viability and legitimacy of
ecological and political systems. Both species’ futures are simultaneously a
matter of the conservation concerns of natural scientists and the political agenda
of Indigenous sovereignty movements that arc across the northern hemisphere. If
wild salmon vanish in the North Pacific, as they largely have in the North
Atlantic, their absence will herald the cascading failure of a complete marine
system. If Indigenous peoples vanish from the North Pacific, as they largely have
in the North Atlantic, their absence will sound the failure of the world’s dominant
political powers to recognize the human right to cultural expression and survival.
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The histories and futures of Indigenous peoples and salmon are inextricably bound across the vast ocean
expanse and rugged coastlines of the North Pacific. Keystone Nations addresses this enmeshment and the
marriage of the biological and social sciences that have led to the research discussed in this book. Salmon
stocks and Indigenous peoples across the northern Pacific region represent a significance beyond their size in
maintaining the viability and legitimacy of ecological and political systems. Both species’ futures are
simultaneously a matter of the conservation concerns of natural scientists and the political agenda of
Indigenous sovereignty movements that arc across the northern hemisphere. If wild salmon vanish in the
North Pacific, as they largely have in the North Atlantic, their absence will herald the cascading failure of a
complete marine system. If Indigenous peoples vanish from the North Pacific, as they largely have in the
North Atlantic, their absence will sound the failure of the world’s dominant political powers to recognize the
human right to cultural expression and survival.
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Editorial Review

Review
Keystone Nations examines unique coastal cultures that have managed fisheries for several millennia. The
Itelmen, Koryak, Aleut, Sugpiaq, and Nimiipuu peoples have all made their lives from our oceans. This book
warns of what can happen if we don t change how we manage our harvesting of fish from the ocean. Ask
yourself, how can we change our fisheries policies so they are sustainable for our global community? Do you
want your children s children to have fish to eat too? --pre-publication blurb, Sven Haakanson, Executive
Director Alutiiq Museum

Few truly wild species are as closely interwoven with human culture as Pacific salmon. They are the
foundation of both sustenance and cultural identity for hundreds of local communities from California to the
Korean Peninsula. Salmon are the ultimate keystone species. Keystone Nations describes for the first time
the ancient and complex relationship between wild salmon and the human communities that depend on them
across the vast North Pacific arc. --pre-publication blurb, Guido Rahr, President, Wild Salmon Center
The result of a...School for Advanced Research seminar, the book queries the nature of particular salmon-
human relationships drawn from specific cultural and geographical case studies. The editors opine that both
the northern Pacific salmon and the indigenous cultures of the region are in precarious positions, largely due
to the operations of the world's dominant political powers and their failure to...recognize the human right to
cultural expressions and survival. The contributors identify salmon as a keystone ecological and cultural
species due to its outsized effects on environmental and human cultural systems. Several papers effectively
utilize the metaphor of agricultural production language to contrast the ontologies of global versus local
salmon-human relations. The cases illustrate the long and varied biography of salmon-human relations; in the
end, the contributors hope that the human partners' particular bodies of knowledge about salmon can help to
sustain the diversity of both human and salmon futures in the region. --S.R. Martin, Choice, February 2013,
vol. 50, no. 06

The result of a...School for Advanced Research seminar, the book queries the nature of particular salmon-
human relationships drawn from specific cultural and geographical case studies. The editors opine that both
the northern Pacific salmon and the indigenous cultures of the region are in precarious positions, largely due
to the operations of the world's dominant political powers and their failure to...recognize the human right to
cultural expressions and survival. The contributors identify salmon as a keystone ecological and cultural
species due to its outsized effects on environmental and human cultural systems. Several papers effectively
utilize the metaphor of agricultural production language to contrast the ontologies of global versus local
salmon-human relations. The cases illustrate the long and varied biography of salmon-human relations; in the
end, the contributors hope that the human partners' particular bodies of knowledge about salmon can help to
sustain the diversity of both human and salmon futures in the region. --S.R. Martin, Choice, February 2013,
vol. 50, no. 06

Keystone Nations is a captivating exploration of the significance of the relationship between indigenous
peoples and salmon in the North Pacific.... The contributors represent a rich array of international
institutions, and they provide a breadth and depth of theories, methods, and ethnographic examples.... The
backgrounds of the authors and their approaches integrate the biological and social sciences, indigenous and
non-indigenous perspectives, and historical and contemporary processes in ways that would be informative
and enlightening to a broad audience. --Daniel Monteith, Journal of Anthropological Research, vol. 69, 2013



With beautiful color plates and outstanding scholarship, this volume is especially recommended for its
emphasis on how the historical relationships between commercial fishing, resource conservation, energy
development, and international politics influence indigenous sovereignty issues and impact decision making
among Native people today. --Gina D. Stuart-Richard, American Indian Culture and Research Journal 38:1,
2014

About the Author
James F. Brooks is professor of history and anthropology at University of California, Santa Barbara, and the
author of Captives and Cousins, which received the Bancroft, Francis Parkman, and Frederick Douglass
Prizes. He lives in Santa Barbara.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gregory Richards:

Here thing why this Keystone Nations: Indigenous Peoples and Salmon across the North Pacific (School for
Advanced Research Advanced Seminar Series) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all looking at
a book is good however it depends in the content of it which is the content is as delicious as food or not.
Keystone Nations: Indigenous Peoples and Salmon across the North Pacific (School for Advanced Research
Advanced Seminar Series) giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any reserve
out there but there is no book that similar with Keystone Nations: Indigenous Peoples and Salmon across the
North Pacific (School for Advanced Research Advanced Seminar Series). It gives you thrill studying
journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is perhaps can
be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way home by train.
In case you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Keystone Nations:
Indigenous Peoples and Salmon across the North Pacific (School for Advanced Research Advanced Seminar
Series) in e-book can be your choice.

Erin Kizer:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Keystone Nations: Indigenous Peoples and Salmon across the
North Pacific (School for Advanced Research Advanced Seminar Series) book is readable by you who hate
those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without
leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer involving Keystone Nations:
Indigenous Peoples and Salmon across the North Pacific (School for Advanced Research Advanced Seminar
Series) content conveys thinking easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content material but it just different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking
Keystone Nations: Indigenous Peoples and Salmon across the North Pacific (School for Advanced Research
Advanced Seminar Series) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Irene Delong:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Keystone Nations:
Indigenous Peoples and Salmon across the North Pacific (School for Advanced Research Advanced Seminar



Series) suitable to you? The particular book was written by famous writer in this era. Often the book untitled
Keystone Nations: Indigenous Peoples and Salmon across the North Pacific (School for Advanced Research
Advanced Seminar Series)is the main one of several books this everyone read now. This kind of book was
inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimension that
you ever know previous to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, consequently all of people
can easily to recognise the core of this guide. This book will give you a great deal of information about this
world now. To help you see the represented of the world on this book.

Jill Beery:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their story or
their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this Keystone Nations:
Indigenous Peoples and Salmon across the North Pacific (School for Advanced Research Advanced Seminar
Series).
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