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Rahn’s personal diary from his travels as occult investigator for the Third Reich

• First English translation of the author’s journeys in search of a Nordic
equivalent to Mt. Sinai

• Explains why Lucifer the Light Bringer, god of the heretics, is a positive figure

Otto Rahn’s lifelong search for the Grail brought him to the attention of the SS
leader Himmler, who shared his esoteric interests. Induced by Himmler to
become the chief investigator of the occult for the Nazis, Rahn traveled
throughout Europe--from Spain to Iceland--in the mid 1930s pursuing leads to
the Grail and other mysteries. Lucifer’s Court is the travel diary he kept while
searching for “the ghosts of the pagans and heretics who were [his] ancestors.” It
was during this time that Rahn grasped the positive role Lucifer plays in these
forbidden religions as the bearer of true illumination, similar to Apollo and other
sun gods in pagan worship.

This journey was also one of self-discovery for Rahn. He found such a faithful
echo of his own innermost beliefs in the lives of the heretics of the past that he
eventually called himself a Cathar and nurtured ambitions of restoring that faith,
which had been cruelly destroyed in the fires of the Inquisition. His journeys on
assignment for the Reich--including researching an alleged entrance to Hollow
Earth in Iceland and searching for the true mission of Lucifer in the caves of
southern France that served as refuge for the Cathars during the Inquisition--also
led to his disenchantment with his employers and his mysterious death in the
mountains after his break with the Nazis.
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Otto Rahn’s lifelong search for the Grail brought him to the attention of the SS leader Himmler, who shared
his esoteric interests. Induced by Himmler to become the chief investigator of the occult for the Nazis, Rahn
traveled throughout Europe--from Spain to Iceland--in the mid 1930s pursuing leads to the Grail and other
mysteries. Lucifer’s Court is the travel diary he kept while searching for “the ghosts of the pagans and
heretics who were [his] ancestors.” It was during this time that Rahn grasped the positive role Lucifer plays
in these forbidden religions as the bearer of true illumination, similar to Apollo and other sun gods in pagan
worship.

This journey was also one of self-discovery for Rahn. He found such a faithful echo of his own innermost
beliefs in the lives of the heretics of the past that he eventually called himself a Cathar and nurtured
ambitions of restoring that faith, which had been cruelly destroyed in the fires of the Inquisition. His
journeys on assignment for the Reich--including researching an alleged entrance to Hollow Earth in Iceland
and searching for the true mission of Lucifer in the caves of southern France that served as refuge for the
Cathars during the Inquisition--also led to his disenchantment with his employers and his mysterious death in
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Some have described Rahn as the inspiration for the Indiana Jones movies. Indeed, after the publication of
his first book, Crusade Against the Grail (1933), Rahn's quest for the relic came to be sponsored by the
Nazis' SS. This is the first English translation of his travel diary as he searched for the Grail throughout
Europe in the 1930s. For Rahn, Lucifer's court is composed of individuals who rebelled against the Christian
takeover of pagan Europe, best exemplified by the Cathars of southern France who resisted Roman
Catholicism in the 13th century. His disgust with and hatred for all things Christian, particularly the Roman
popes, is highlighted on nearly every page. Although Rahn eventually repudiated the Nazis, his book is
plagued with the same sort of racial and national fanaticism that formed the intellectual framework for that
regime. What remains is a maddeningly repetitive, rambling and unoriginal treatise on folk religion. The
book holds some interest as an historical document of the Nazi era, but little else. (Aug.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
" . . . a definite 'must read' for any serious student of lost wisdom, and certainly for any student of the Cathar
tradition. It is well written, personal, and utterly riveting." (Lesley Crossingham, New Dawn, Nov/Dec 2008)

"New Age collections will find it intriguing and packed with adventure." (The Midwest Book Review, May
08)

From the Back Cover
HISTORY / OCCULT

Otto Rahn’s lifelong search for the Grail brought him to the attention of the SS leader Himmler, who shared
his esoteric interests. Induced by Himmler to become the chief investigator of the occult for the Nazis, Rahn
traveled throughout Europe--from Spain to Iceland--in the mid-1930s pursuing leads to the Grail and other
mysteries. Lucifer’s Court is the travel diary he kept while searching for “the ghosts of the pagans and
heretics who were [his] ancestors.” It was during this time that Rahn grasped the positive role Lucifer plays
in these forbidden religions as the bearer of true illumination, similar to Apollo and the other sun gods in
pagan worship.

This journey was also one of self-discovery for Rahn. He found such a faithful echo of his own innermost
beliefs in the lives of the heretics of the past that he eventually called himself a Cathar and nurtured
ambitions of restoring that faith, which had been cruelly destroyed in the fires of the Inquisition. His
journeys on assignment for the Reich--including researching an alleged entrance to Hollow Earth in Iceland
and searching for the true mission of Lucifer in the caves of southern France that served as refuge for the
Cathars during the Inquisition--also led to his disenchantment with his employers and his mysterious death in
the mountains after his break with the Nazis.

OTTO RAHN was born in Michelstadt, Germany, in 1904. After earning his degree in philology in 1924, he
traveled extensively to the caves and castles of southern France, researching his belief that the Cathars were
the last custodians of the Grail. Recruited by Himmler into the SS as a civilian archaeologist and historian,
Rahn quickly grew disillusioned with the direction his country was taking and resigned in 1939. He died, an
alleged suicide, on March 13, 1939, in the snows of the Tyrolean Mountains. Lucifer’s Court was translated



into English by Christopher Jones, who also translated Otto Rahn’s Crusade Against the Grail, published in
2006.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Willene Choate:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read one with theme
for entertaining like comic or novel. The Lucifer's Court: A Heretic's Journey in Search of the Light Bringers
is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Jimmy Stone:

This Lucifer's Court: A Heretic's Journey in Search of the Light Bringers are reliable for you who want to be
a successful person, why. The reason why of this Lucifer's Court: A Heretic's Journey in Search of the Light
Bringers can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you more than just simple studying food
but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book is
definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed
versions. Beside that this Lucifer's Court: A Heretic's Journey in Search of the Light Bringers giving you an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it
useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Richard Eby:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a book you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the information or
their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you looking at a book
especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the personas do it anything.
Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Lucifer's Court: A Heretic's
Journey in Search of the Light Bringers, you are able to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours
guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Beverly Woods:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading
through a book. Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book
everywhere? It ok you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Lucifer's
Court: A Heretic's Journey in Search of the Light Bringers which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out



this book? Let's find.
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