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Novelist, poet, playwright, and short story writer Joaquim Maria Machado de
Assis (1839–1908) is widely regarded as Brazil’s greatest writer, although his
work is still too little read outside his native country. In this first comprehensive
English-language examination of Machado since Helen Caldwell’s seminal 1970
study, K. David Jackson reveals Machado de Assis as an important world author,
one of the inventors of literary modernism whose writings profoundly influenced
some of the most celebrated authors of the twentieth century, including José
Saramago, Carlos Fuentes, and Donald Barthelme. Jackson introduces a hitherto
unknown Machado de Assis to readers, illuminating the remarkable life, work,
and legacy of the genius whom Susan Sontag called “the greatest writer ever
produced in Latin America” and whom Allen Ginsberg hailed as “another
Kafka.” Philip Roth has said of him that “like Beckett, he is ironic about
suffering.” And Harold Bloom has remarked of Machado that “he’s funny as
hell.”
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Editorial Review

About the Author

K. David Jackson is professor of Portuguese and director of undergraduate studies of Portuguese at Yale
University. He lives in Woodbridge, CT.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Farley:

The ability that you get from Machado de Assis: A Literary Life (Major Figures in Spanish and Latin
American Literature and the Arts) may be the more deep you excavating the information that hide into the
words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but
Machado de Assis: A Literary Life (Major Figures in Spanish and Latin American Literature and the Arts)
giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood by means of anyone who read this because the author of this publication is well-known enough.
That book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this particular Machado de
Assis: A Literary Life (Major Figures in Spanish and Latin American Literature and the Arts) instantly.

Michael Anderson:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test look for
book, may be the book untitled Machado de Assis: A Literary Life (Major Figures in Spanish and Latin
American Literature and the Arts) can be fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Casey Timmons:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Machado de Assis: A Literary Life (Major
Figures in Spanish and Latin American Literature and the Arts) book written by well-known writer who
knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still
doubt Machado de Assis: A Literary Life (Major Figures in Spanish and Latin American Literature and the
Arts) as good book not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one guide that can break don't
assess book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on
your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.



Tracy Brown:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the
information much easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet,
paper, book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically
the book that recommended to you personally is Machado de Assis: A Literary Life (Major Figures in
Spanish and Latin American Literature and the Arts) this book consist a lot of the information on the
condition of this world now. That book was represented how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles
that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some exploration when he
makes this book. This is why this book suitable all of you.
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