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When the story of modernity is told from a theological perspective, music is
routinely ignored - despite its pervasiveness in modern culture and the manifold
ways it has been intertwined with modernity's ambivalent relation to the
Christian God. In conversation with musicologists and music theorists, in this
collection of essays Jeremy Begbie aims to show that the practices of music and
the discourses it has generated bear their own kind of witness to some of the
pivotal theological currents and counter-currents shaping modernity. Music has
been deeply affected by these currents and in some cases may have played a part
in generating them. In addition, Begbie argues that music is capable of yielding
highly effective ways of addressing and moving beyond some of the more
intractable theological problems and dilemmas which modernity has bequeathed
to us.

Music, Modernity, and God includes studies of Calvin, Luther, and Bach, an
exposition of the intriguing tussle between Rousseau and the composer Rameau,
and an account of the heady exaltation of music to be found in the early German
Romantics. Particular attention is paid to the complex relations between music
and language, and the ways in which theology, a discipline involving language at
its heart, can come to terms with practices like music, practices which are
coherent and meaningful but which in many respects do not operate in language-
like ways.
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When the story of modernity is told from a theological perspective, music is routinely ignored - despite its
pervasiveness in modern culture and the manifold ways it has been intertwined with modernity's ambivalent
relation to the Christian God. In conversation with musicologists and music theorists, in this collection of
essays Jeremy Begbie aims to show that the practices of music and the discourses it has generated bear their
own kind of witness to some of the pivotal theological currents and counter-currents shaping modernity.
Music has been deeply affected by these currents and in some cases may have played a part in generating
them. In addition, Begbie argues that music is capable of yielding highly effective ways of addressing and
moving beyond some of the more intractable theological problems and dilemmas which modernity has
bequeathed to us.

Music, Modernity, and God includes studies of Calvin, Luther, and Bach, an exposition of the intriguing
tussle between Rousseau and the composer Rameau, and an account of the heady exaltation of music to be
found in the early German Romantics. Particular attention is paid to the complex relations between music
and language, and the ways in which theology, a discipline involving language at its heart, can come to terms
with practices like music, practices which are coherent and meaningful but which in many respects do not
operate in language-like ways.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Begbie effectively and thoroughly examines the natures of both verbal and doctrinal languages that
communicate and miscommunicate. Meanwhile, his discussions branch out to various disciplinary areas and
create further applications to contrasting concepts, such as cosmology and anthropology, confinement and
freedom, discovery and inventiveness, creation and human culture, eternity and transience, metaphysics and
metalinguistics. The perspicacity to explore and expand the capacity of musical sound and its semantic
applications certainly carries a huge impact on contemporary theological discourses... This is the perimeter
and purpose of this scholarly research that, at the same time, is an introduction leading to a farther and wider
study."--Artistic Theologian

"Although Begbie advances sophisticated and sometimes technical arguments, his lucid prose rewards those
who heed the invitation to listen: the theologian, the musician, and the pastor alike." --Transpositions

"In conversation with musicologists and music theorists, this collection of essays shows that the practices of
music and the discourses it has generated bear their own kind of witness to some of the pivotal theological
currents and counter-currents shaping modernity. Music has been deeply affected by these currents and in
some cases may have played a part in generating them. Begbie argues that music is capable of yielding
highly effective ways of addressing and moving beyond some of the more intractable theological problems
and dilemmas which modernity has bequeathed to us." --Interpretation: A Journal of
Bible and Theology

About the Author

Jeremy Begbie is the inaugural holder of the Thomas A. Langford Research Professorship in Theology at
Duke Divinity School, North Carolina, and founding Director of Duke Initiatives in Theology and the Arts.
He teaches systematic theology, and specializes in the interface between theology and the arts. His particular
research interest is the interplay between music and theology. He is also Senior Member at Wolfson College,
Cambridge, and an Affiliated Lecturer in the Faculty of Music at the University of Cambridge. He is author
of a number of books, including Voicing Creation's Praise: Towards a Theology of the Arts; Theology,
Music and Time, and Resounding Truth: Christian Wisdom in the World of Music which won the Christianity
Today 2008 Book Award in the Theology/Ethics Category. A professionally trained and active musician,
Begbie has taught widely in the UK and North America, and delivered performance-lectures across the
world.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Christina Epp:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you that Music, Modernity, and God: Essays
in Listening book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than
just a book.

Patrina Eaton:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
when those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Music, Modernity, and God: Essays in Listening as your
daily resource information.

Ryan Connors:

This book untitled Music, Modernity, and God: Essays in Listening to be one of several books this best seller
in this year, here is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will
easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The publisher of the
book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Touch
screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this guide from your list.

Richard Vedder:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Music, Modernity, and God:
Essays in Listening or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic
a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve, any
other book likes Music, Modernity, and God: Essays in Listening to make your spare time a lot more
colorful. Many types of book like here.
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