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Alf layla wa layla (known in English as A Thousand and One Nights or The
Arabian Nights) changed the world on a scale unrivalled by any other literary
text. Inspired by a fourteenth-century Syrian manuscript, the appearance of
Antoine Galland's twelve-volume Mille et Une Nuits in English translation
(1704-1717), closely followed by the Grub Street English edition, drew the text
into European circulation. Over the following three hundred years, a widely
heterogeneous series of editions, compilations, translations, and variations circled
the globe to reveal the absorption of The Arabian Nights into English,
Continental, and global literatures, and its transformative return to modern
Arabic literature, where it now enjoys a degree of prominence that it had never
attained during the classical period. Beginning with a thorough introduction
situating The Arabian Nights in its historical and cultural contexts-and offering a
fresh examination of the text's multiple locations in the long history of modern
Orientalism--this collection of essays by noted scholars from "East," "West," and
in-between reassesses the influence of the Nights in Enlightenment and Romantic
literature, as well as the text's vigorous afterlife in the contemporary Arabic
novel.
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Alf layla wa layla (known in English as A Thousand and One Nights or The Arabian Nights) changed the
world on a scale unrivalled by any other literary text. Inspired by a fourteenth-century Syrian manuscript, the
appearance of Antoine Galland's twelve-volume Mille et Une Nuits in English translation (1704-1717),
closely followed by the Grub Street English edition, drew the text into European circulation. Over the
following three hundred years, a widely heterogeneous series of editions, compilations, translations, and
variations circled the globe to reveal the absorption of The Arabian Nights into English, Continental, and
global literatures, and its transformative return to modern Arabic literature, where it now enjoys a degree of
prominence that it had never attained during the classical period. Beginning with a thorough introduction
situating The Arabian Nights in its historical and cultural contexts-and offering a fresh examination of the
text's multiple locations in the long history of modern Orientalism--this collection of essays by noted
scholars from "East," "West," and in-between reassesses the influence of the Nights in Enlightenment and
Romantic literature, as well as the text's vigorous afterlife in the contemporary Arabic novel.
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Editorial Review

Review

"These essays present an important methodological as well as literary-historical contribution to the field. In
expanding the contexts in which the tales may be interpreted and interrogating the practices and protocols
used to master their meanings, the collection
invites us to reflect on how the Nights have historically been read and to imagine how we might learn to read
them now." --Eighteenth-Century Fiction

About the Author

Saree Makdisi is Professor of English and Comparative Literature at the University of California, Los
Angeles. He is the author of Romantic Imperialism: Universal Empire and the Culture of Modernity (1998),
and William Blake and the Impossible History of the 1790s (2003). He has also written a number of articles
for publications including Critical Inquiry, South Atlantic Quarterly, Studies in Romanticism, The
Cambridge Companion to Blake, The Oxford Encyclopedia of British Literature, and The Cambridge
Companion to English Literature, 1740-1830. Felicity Nussbaum is Professor of English at the University of
California, Los Angeles, and Senior Global Fellow with the International Institute. She is the author most
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Autobiographical Subject: Gender and Ideology in Eighteenth-Century England (1989), co-winner of the
Louis Gottschalk Prize; and Torrid Zones: Maternity, Sexuality, and Empire (1995).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tony Hill:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled The
Arabian Nights in Historical Context: Between East and West your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and explanation
in which maybe you never get before. The The Arabian Nights in Historical Context: Between East and West
giving you another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful facts for your
better life within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be
pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?



Jorge Raines:

The Arabian Nights in Historical Context: Between East and West can be one of your nice books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The
copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing The Arabian Nights in
Historical Context: Between East and West yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest
and also based confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great information could drawn
you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

Janelle Garrity:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The The Arabian Nights in Historical Context: Between East and West offer you a new experience in
studying a book.

Mary Moore:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to be
exactly added. This book The Arabian Nights in Historical Context: Between East and West was filled in
relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence.
Some people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing about a book,
you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you
simply wanted.
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