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The Franco-Prussian War of 1870-71 violently changed the course of European
History. Alarmed by Bismarck's territorial ambitions and the Prussian army's
crushing defeats of Denmark in 1864 and Austria in 1866, French Emperor
Napoleon III vowed to bring Prussia to heel. Digging into many European and
American archives for the first time, Geoffrey Wawro's Franco-Prussian War
describes the war that followed in thrilling detail. While the armies mobilized in
July 1870, the conflict appeared "too close to call." Prussia and its German allies
had twice as many troops as the French. But Marshal Achille Bazaine's grognards
("old grumblers") were the stuff of legend, the most resourceful, battle-hardened,
sharp-shooting troops in Europe, and they carried the best rifle in the world.
From the political intrigues that began and ended the war to the bloody battles at
Gravelotte and Sedan and the last murderous fights on the Loire and in Paris, this
is the definitive history of the Franco-Prussian War. Dr. Geoffrey Wawro is
Professor of Strategic Studies at the U.S. Naval War College in Newport, Rhode
Island. Wawro has published two books: The Austro-Prussian War (Cambridge,
1996) and Warfare and Society in Europe, 1792-1914 (Routledge, 2000). He has
published articles in The Journal of Military History, War in History, The
International History Review, The Naval War College Review, American
Scholar, and the European History Quarterly, and op-eds in the Los Angeles
Times, New York Post, Miami Herald, Hartford Courant, and Providence
Journal. Wawro has won several academic prizes including the Austrian Cultural
Institute Prize and the Society for Military History Moncado Prize for Excellence
in the Writing of Military History. He has lectured widely on military innovation
and international security in Europe, the U.S., and Canada and is host of the
History Channel program Hardcover History--a weekly book show with leading
historians, pundits, critics, statesmen and journalists.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
The brief, seldom-sung but crucial Franco-Prussian war gets its due in this superb history. Military historian
Wawro gives a comprehensive and lucid account of the political and diplomatic dimensions of the war,
which redrew Europe's map and announced the arrival of the German Empire as a world power, but his
emphasis is on the conflict as an omen of the future of warfare. Dominated by the firepower of modern rifles
and artillery, the bloody fighting foreshadowed the mass slaughter of World War I, while Prussia's lightning
victory over France helped lay the groundwork for that conflict by stoking German militarism and enshrining
a tragically mistaken confidence in the kind of onrushing offensives that would be undone by machine guns
and trenches. Wawro's account is both a gripping narrative and an analytic tour-de-force. He moves easily
between visceral depictions of the chaos of combat and strategic overviews of the unfolding battles and
campaigns, providing along the way shrewd character studies of the politicians and generals on both sides.
At the same time, he keeps a firm grasp of the foundations of military performance in weaponry, logistics
and organization, based on an illuminating comparison between the undisciplined and outdated French army
and the supremely professional and meticulous Prussians, whose innovations in tactics, planning, staff work
and mass mobilization revolutionized European warfare. Full of colorful details and compelling insights,
Wawro's vigorously written account should become the standard treatment of this watershed in military
history.
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"The brief, seldom discussed but crucial Franco-Prussian war gets its due in Wawro's gripping narrative
history and analytic tour de force." --Publishers Weekly

"Wawro has...taken up the challenge, drawing on a wide range of sources to offer a brisk, readable, and sharp
account.: --Foreign Affairs

"Wawro has written an extraordinary history of the Franco-Prussian War, one of the most significant wars in
modern European history...Highly recommended." --Choice

"This is an extraordinarily luminous book about not only a war but also a continent and a century. Written
with verve and wit, The Franco-Prussian War harnesses scholarship and story-telling to wonderful effect.
Geoffrey Wawro has given us a magnificent yarn." --Rich Atkinson, author of An Army at Dawn and winner
of the 2003 Pulitzer Prize for History

"Wawro's [book] is so much fun to read...an excellent read for professional and interested public alike."
Canadian Military History Book Review Supplement

"An insigtful account of one of perhaps the most critical European war of the period between the Waterloo
and the 'Guns of August'...a readable, often detailed account..." - The NYMAS Review, A.A. Nofi

"Military historians will be delighted by the appearance of this clear, well-written and effective operational
history of the war...[Wawro] deserves congratulations for his fine narrative." Renaissance Quarterly

"Wawro has...taken up the challenge, drawing on a wide range of sources to offer a brisk, readable, and sharp



account." Foreign Affairs

About the Author
Geoffrey Wawro is Professor of Strategic Studies at the US Naval War College in Newport, Rhode Island.
His previously published books include The Austro-Prussian War (Cambridge, 1996) and Warfare and
Society in Europe, 1792-1914 (2000). He is the recipient of numerous awards and prizes, including the
Austrian Cultural Institute Prize and the Society for Military History Moncado Prize for Excellence in the
Writing of Military History. In 2002, he shared a New Orleans Press Club Award for the live NBC/History
Channel coverage of the parade and opening of the D-Day Museum Pacific Wing. He is also the host and
anchor of the History Channel's Hardcover History, a weekly interview show with leading historians,
statesmen, and journalists.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marilyn Daniels:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Franco-Prussian War: The
German Conquest of France in 1870-1871 book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course
the knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Carla Smith:

The knowledge that you get from The Franco-Prussian War: The German Conquest of France in 1870-1871
may be the more deep you looking the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Franco-Prussian War: The German
Conquest of France in 1870-1871 giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in
selected way that can be understood by anyone who read the item because the author of this e-book is well-
known enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this
particular The Franco-Prussian War: The German Conquest of France in 1870-1871 instantly.

Donald Spada:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title The Franco-
Prussian War: The German Conquest of France in 1870-1871 suitable to you? The book was written by well-
known writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Franco-Prussian War: The German Conquest of
France in 1870-1871is the one of several books this everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a lot
of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you
ever know just before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, and so all of people can easily
to understand the core of this reserve. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world
now. So you can see the represented of the world on this book.



Thomas Obrien:

This The Franco-Prussian War: The German Conquest of France in 1870-1871 is fresh way for you who has
attention to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper
you into it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in
reading this The Franco-Prussian War: The German Conquest of France in 1870-1871 can be the light food
to suit your needs because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone. These books
build itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form.
People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is
no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So ,
don't miss it! Just read this e-book style for your better life and also knowledge.
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