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According to Egyptian mythology, when the ancient Egyptian sun god Re cried,
his tears turned into honey bees upon touching the ground. For this reason, the
honey bee was sacrosanct in ancient Egyptian culture. From the art depicting
bees on temple walls to the usage of beeswax as a healing ointment, the honey
bee was a pervasive cultural motif in ancient Egypt because of its connection to
the sun god Re. Gene Kritsky delivers a concise introduction of the relationship
between the honey bee and ancient Egyptian culture, through the lenses of
linguistics, archeology, religion, health, and economics. Kritsky delves into
ancient Egypt's multifaceted society, and traces the importance of the honey bee
in everything from death rituals to trade. In doing so, Kritsky brings new
evidence to light of how advanced and fascinating the ancient Egyptians were.

This richly illustrated work appeals to a broad range of interests. For archeology
lovers, Kritsky delves into the archeological evidence of Egyptian beekeeping
and discusses newly discovered tombs, as well as evidence of manmade hives.
Linguists will be fascinated by Kritsky's discussion of the first documented
written evidence of the honeybee hieroglyph. And anyone interested in ancient
Egypt or ancient cultures in general will be intrigued by Kritsky's treatment of
the first documented beekeepers. This book provides a unique social commentary
of a community so far removed from modern humans chronologically speaking,
and yet so fascinating because of the stunning advances their society made.
Beekeeping is the latest evidence of how ahead of their times the Egyptians were,
and the ensuing narrative is as captivating as every other aspect of ancient
Egyptian culture.
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According to Egyptian mythology, when the ancient Egyptian sun god Re cried, his tears turned into honey
bees upon touching the ground. For this reason, the honey bee was sacrosanct in ancient Egyptian culture.
From the art depicting bees on temple walls to the usage of beeswax as a healing ointment, the honey bee
was a pervasive cultural motif in ancient Egypt because of its connection to the sun god Re. Gene Kritsky
delivers a concise introduction of the relationship between the honey bee and ancient Egyptian culture,
through the lenses of linguistics, archeology, religion, health, and economics. Kritsky delves into ancient
Egypt's multifaceted society, and traces the importance of the honey bee in everything from death rituals to
trade. In doing so, Kritsky brings new evidence to light of how advanced and fascinating the ancient
Egyptians were.

This richly illustrated work appeals to a broad range of interests. For archeology lovers, Kritsky delves into
the archeological evidence of Egyptian beekeeping and discusses newly discovered tombs, as well as
evidence of manmade hives. Linguists will be fascinated by Kritsky's discussion of the first documented
written evidence of the honeybee hieroglyph. And anyone interested in ancient Egypt or ancient cultures in
general will be intrigued by Kritsky's treatment of the first documented beekeepers. This book provides a
unique social commentary of a community so far removed from modern humans chronologically speaking,
and yet so fascinating because of the stunning advances their society made. Beekeeping is the latest evidence
of how ahead of their times the Egyptians were, and the ensuing narrative is as captivating as every other
aspect of ancient Egyptian culture.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Readable in a few hours, the book is the sort of unexpected delight one hopes to find in an old hotel, and it
deserves to do well. Let's hope the ... buzz spreads." --The Independent

"This is beyond doubt the most comprehensive study of honey bees and beekeeping in this most ancient
civilization." --Bee Culture

"[A] must for anyone interested in cultural entomology." --Bee Craft

"Kritsky has created a book that is an enjoyable, engaging read and also contributes meaningfully to our
understanding of the cultural significance of the bee and apiculture in Egypt. ... Kritsky's work is an essential
starting point for understanding beekeeping and discussions of bees throughout the Mediterranean world, in
art, and in history." --Bryn Mawr Classical Review

"The is subject matter will appeal to students, beekeepers interested in history, and professors teaching the
development of apiculture..." --American Entomologist

Featured in OsirisNet News.

"Richly illustrated and engagingly written, the monograph will appeal to anyone with a passion for
beekeeping, Egyptology, or the ancient world in general. It will become a compelling reference work on the
subject for many years to come." --European Journal of Entomology

"This well-illustrated book works as a guide for the amateur Egyptologist, 'with step-by-step instructions to
the evidence of ancient beekeeping at different archaeological sites and in different museums'. It is a great
read for those with an interest in Ancient Egypt and the detective work that has revealed its complex, highly
ordered and controlled society. The amateur beekeeper will also be fascinated by this book." --History Today

"[W]ell researched and very accessible to the general reader." --Ancient Egypt Magazine



About the Author

Gene Kritsky holds a PhD in Entomology and specialized in the history of biology. He was a Fulbright
Scholar to Egypt in 1981-2, where he began his research in Egyptology. He has published several papers on
Egyptian beekeeping, mythology, Egyptological history, and archaeology. Kritsky is now the Chair of
Biology at Mount St. Joseph University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lewis Skinner:

The book The Tears of Re: Beekeeping in Ancient Egypt make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need
to use to make your capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting stress or
having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book The Tears of Re: Beekeeping in
Ancient Egypt to become your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase
your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and read a
reserve The Tears of Re: Beekeeping in Ancient Egypt. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Alice Ressler:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Tears of Re: Beekeeping in
Ancient Egypt reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt The Tears of Re: Beekeeping
in Ancient Egypt as good book but not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve that can
break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh
come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Christie Rich:

Beside this The Tears of Re: Beekeeping in Ancient Egypt in your phone, it can give you a way to get more
close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh through
the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow community. It is good thing to
have The Tears of Re: Beekeeping in Ancient Egypt because this book offers to you readable information.
Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen
if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring
beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book and read it from currently!

Judy Yelle:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Tears of Re: Beekeeping in Ancient Egypt can be



the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by
reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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