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Rain forests represent the world's richest repository of terrestrial biodiversity, and
play a major role in regulating the global climate. They support the livelihoods of
a substantial proportion of the world's population and are the source of many
internationally traded commodities. They remain (despite decades of
conservation attention) increasingly vulnerable to degradation and clearance,
with profound though often uncertain future costs to global society.
Understanding the ecology of these diverse biomes, and peoples' dependencies
on them, is fundamental to their future management and conservation.

Tropical Rain Forest Ecology, Diversity, and Conservation introduces and
explores what rain forests are, how they arose, what they contain, how they
function, and how humans use and impact them. The book starts by introducing
the variety of rain forest plants, fungi, microorganisms, and animals, emphasising
the spectacular diversity that is the motivation for their conservation. The central
chapters describe the origins of rain forest communities, the variety of rain forest
formations, and their ecology and dynamics. The challenge of explaining the
species richness of rain forest communities lies at the heart of ecological theory,
and forms a common theme throughout. The book's final section considers
historical and current interactions of humans and rain forests. It explores
biodiversity conservation as well as livelihood security for the many
communities that are dependent on rain forests - inextricable issues that represent
urgent priorities for scientists, conservationists, and policy makers.
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Rain forests represent the world's richest repository of terrestrial biodiversity, and play a major role in
regulating the global climate. They support the livelihoods of a substantial proportion of the world's
population and are the source of many internationally traded commodities. They remain (despite decades of
conservation attention) increasingly vulnerable to degradation and clearance, with profound though often
uncertain future costs to global society. Understanding the ecology of these diverse biomes, and peoples'
dependencies on them, is fundamental to their future management and conservation.

Tropical Rain Forest Ecology, Diversity, and Conservation introduces and explores what rain forests are,
how they arose, what they contain, how they function, and how humans use and impact them. The book
starts by introducing the variety of rain forest plants, fungi, microorganisms, and animals, emphasising the
spectacular diversity that is the motivation for their conservation. The central chapters describe the origins of
rain forest communities, the variety of rain forest formations, and their ecology and dynamics. The challenge
of explaining the species richness of rain forest communities lies at the heart of ecological theory, and forms
a common theme throughout. The book's final section considers historical and current interactions of humans
and rain forests. It explores biodiversity conservation as well as livelihood security for the many
communities that are dependent on rain forests - inextricable issues that represent urgent priorities for
scientists, conservationists, and policy makers.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This is the finest book on tropical rain forest I have come across - a worthy successor to Whitmore's
excellent Introduction to Tropical Rain Forest. Both the authors and the publishers are to be congratulated."-
-Julian Evans for Chartered Forest

"What is particularly important about this new book is that it integrates the recent advances in the field of
genetics that address rainforest ecology, evolution and biogeography. [This] comprehensive and definitive
university level text replaces existing books that provides a general background, but tend to focus on the
specific expertise of their authors."--Trends in Ecology and Evolution

"Overall, the chapters are very well illustrated by lots of photos, figures and tables that are often referring to
examples of recent scientific articles. I enjoyed the diversity of citation at the beginning of each chapter as
well as the extensive list of references which encourages further readings. I am sure the book will be a must
for students, scientist and conservationist of tropical ecology." -- Nina Farwig, Marburg, Germany, Basic and
Applied Ecology

About the Author

Jaboury Ghazoul's first encounter with tropical rain forests in 1993 was a prolonged one, spending one year
living rough in the forests of Vietnam where his scientific subjects were disturbingly close. It was during this
year that he learnt to distinguish the sound of a chainsaw from the call of a cicada. Imbued with such
knowledge and confidence, he began to study the reproductive ecology of plants in the context of land use
change, working in Thailand and Costa Rica, employed by the Center for International Forestry Research
and the Natural History Museum, London. Since joining Imperial College London in 1998, and ETH Zurich
from 2005, he has expanded his research interests to encompass a variety of issues relating to tropical plant
ecology, genetics and conservation. He generally selects nice places to work, and is thus currently engaged in
research in India, Malaysia and the Seychelles.

Douglas Sheil spent the first three years of his life in Nigeria. He returned to the tropics several times as a
Natural Sciences student in Cambridge, before gaining a Masters Degree in Forestry and its relation to Land
use from Oxford in 1989. He worked in East Africa for two years before returning to Oxford to complete his
doctorate examining long-term dynamics of Ugandan rainforests in 1996. From 1998 to 2008 he worked for
the Center for International Forest Research in Indonesia - where he was for a time the only staff ecologist.
His work has taken him to all the main rain forest regions of the World. He is now director of the Institute of
Tropical Forest Conservation (ITFC), a field station under the Mbarara University of Science and
Technology, located in the Bwindi Impenetrable National Park, in South West Uganda - a site famed for its
mountain gorillas. His publications have covered a wide range of tropical forest topics. Current research



includes ecology, conservation and human needs.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ricky Burnham:

The book Tropical Rain Forest Ecology, Diversity, and Conservation make you feel enjoy for your spare
time. You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when you
getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book Tropical Rain Forest
Ecology, Diversity, and Conservation to be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own
personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You are able to know everything if
you like open and read a book Tropical Rain Forest Ecology, Diversity, and Conservation. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-
book?

Jesse Reid:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give you lot of
advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read one
using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the Tropical Rain Forest Ecology,
Diversity, and Conservation is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Lauren Veach:

This Tropical Rain Forest Ecology, Diversity, and Conservation is brand-new way for you who has attention
to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Tropical Rain Forest
Ecology, Diversity, and Conservation can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this
particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is reachable by
anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in book form make them feel
sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a book especially this one. You
can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-
book kind for your better life as well as knowledge.

Manuel Rose:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real their
hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but nothing
reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this



era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore ,
this Tropical Rain Forest Ecology, Diversity, and Conservation can make you sense more interested to read.
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