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What does it mean for someone to exist? What is truth? Are we free to choose to
think or act? What is consciousness? Is human cloning justifiable? These are just
some of the questions philosophers have attempted to answer, striking right at the
heart of what it means to be human. This important new book shows that
philosophy need not be dry or intimidating. Its highly original treatment,
combining philosophical analysis, historical and biographical background and
thought-provoking illustrations, simultaneously informs and stimulates the
reader.

Western Philosophy: An Illustrated Guide is structured thematically, in terms of
major issues, with chapters on World, Mind and Body, Knowledge, Faith, Ethics
and Aesthetics, and Society. Cutting across this organization by theme is a
parallel organization that focuses on the great thinkers and their influence, as
well as the schools or "-isms" to which they subscribed.

A highly accessible introduction to the subject, founded upon impeccable
academic scholarship, Western Philosophy: An Illustrated Guide offers life-
changing perspectives on what really matters.
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What does it mean for someone to exist? What is truth? Are we free to choose to think or act? What is
consciousness? Is human cloning justifiable? These are just some of the questions philosophers have
attempted to answer, striking right at the heart of what it means to be human. This important new book
shows that philosophy need not be dry or intimidating. Its highly original treatment, combining philosophical
analysis, historical and biographical background and thought-provoking illustrations, simultaneously informs
and stimulates the reader.

Western Philosophy: An Illustrated Guide is structured thematically, in terms of major issues, with chapters
on World, Mind and Body, Knowledge, Faith, Ethics and Aesthetics, and Society. Cutting across this
organization by theme is a parallel organization that focuses on the great thinkers and their influence, as well
as the schools or "-isms" to which they subscribed.

A highly accessible introduction to the subject, founded upon impeccable academic scholarship, Western
Philosophy: An Illustrated Guide offers life-changing perspectives on what really matters.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Starred Review. Grade 9 Up–A daunting subject? Perhaps, but no browser will be able to resist the stunning
design here: gorgeous full-color photos, many text boxes, and concise captions that inform and interest.
These and the lucid writing, with multiple examples and illuminating analogies, will engage readers and
provoke them into thought before they know it. Six big questions provide overall structure: what is reality?
the mind? knowledge? morality? society? Is there a God? Six contributors (edited into stylistic consistency)
tease out dozens of related issues: free will, infinity, language, sex, science, democracy, globalization, etc.
One- to three-page entries that summarize the contributions of thinkers from Plato through John Locke and
Benedict Spinoza to Rudolf Carnap, Jerry Fodor, and John Rawls appear with the issues or questions that
most absorbed them. Many philosophers are mentioned in passing, as the writers cover huge swaths of
intellectual territory with clarity but also with a sense of the depths yet to plumb. This work is both
accessible and challenging: the lexicon is demanding, and the ideas will provide mental exercise for all
readers. Logic, at the least, is one of the most useful tools for everyday problem-solving: the more minds
exposed to philosophical methods and inquiry, the better for humanity. This most attractive volume makes its
discipline irresistible.–Patricia D. Lothrop, St. George's School, Newport, RI
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

"It's hard to resist.... This compelling treatment of a difficult subject will provide readers with hours of
stimulation."--School Library Journal Curriculum Connections

"No browser will be able to resist the stunning design here: gorgeous full-color photos, many text boxes, and
concise captions that inform and interest. These and the lucid writing, with multiple examples and
illuminating analogies, will engage readers and provoke them into thought before they know it.... This work
is both accessible and challenging: the lexicon is demanding, and the ideas will provide mental exercise for
all readers.... This most attractive volume makes its discipline irresistible." -- School Library Journal (starred
review)

About the Author

David Papineau is Professor of Philosophy at King's College, University of London. He is a former editor
of The British Journal for the Philosophy of Science and is author of Thinking About Consciousness,
Introducing Consciousness, and The Philosophy of Science: Oxford Readings in Philosophy.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Robert Gibson:

This Western Philosophy: An Illustrated Guide usually are reliable for you who want to be a successful
person, why. The explanation of this Western Philosophy: An Illustrated Guide can be one of the great books
you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you with
information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Western
Philosophy: An Illustrated Guide forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary,
giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in
reading.

Susan Tokarz:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject Western
Philosophy: An Illustrated Guide suitable to you? The actual book was written by famous writer in this era.
The actual book untitled Western Philosophy: An Illustrated Guideis the main one of several books this
everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know prior to. The author explained their
thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to recognise the core of this publication. This book
will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world on this
book.

Leslie Mickle:

The book untitled Western Philosophy: An Illustrated Guide contain a lot of information on it. The writer
explains the woman idea with easy technique. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do
definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by famous author. The author will
take you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can keep
reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.

James Hudson:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Western Philosophy: An Illustrated Guide was
colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Western Philosophy: An
Illustrated Guide has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private
eye Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually
are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and
try to like reading that.
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