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Something wicked was brewing in the small town of Salem, Massachusetts in
1692. It started when two girls, Betty Parris and Abigail Williams, began having
hysterical fits. Soon after, other local girls claimed they were being pricked with
pins. With no scientific explanation available, the residents of Salem came to one
conclusion: it was witchcraft! Over the next year and a half, nineteen people were
convicted of witchcraft and hanged while more languished in prison as hysteria
swept the colony. Author Joan Holub gives readers and inside look at this sinister
chapter in history.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Joan Holub is the author of What Was the First Thanksgiving?, What Was the Gold Rush?, and other Who
Was...? titles, including Who Was Marco Polo? and Who Was Babe Ruth? She lives in Raleigh, North
Carolina.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.

What Were the Salem Witch Trials?

In the winter of 1692, trouble came to the village of Salem in the Massachusetts Bay Colony. Witch trouble!

Suddenly, two girls got a strange illness. Their bodies twitched and shuddered. They spoke nonsense and
seemed to be choking. They said they were being pinched and poked by something invisible. Soon more girls
in Salem began acting strangely, too. If this was an illness, no one could find a cure.

Some villagers thought it might be the work of witches! Witches were serious stuff in the New England
colonies. Scary stuff. Many people believed witches were real and that they wanted to hurt people. A hunt
began in Salem to catch and punish the witches who were making the girls sick. But who were the witches?
Could they be neighbors? Family members? Frightened villagers panicked. They pointed fingers at one
another and cried, “Witch!”

Over the next ten months, about two hundred people in Salem Village and surrounding areas were accused of
witchcraft. Most were women. A few were children. Almost all went to jail. There were trials. There were
hangings. Innocent people were convicted of witchcraft and killed. It was horrible! For a while, it seemed
there would be no end to this awful time. But eventually, the witch hunt did stop and so did the trials.

So, what was really going on in Salem in 1692?

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Angela Rodriguez:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled What Were the Salem Witch Trials? (What Was?). Try to the
actual book What Were the Salem Witch Trials? (What Was?) as your buddy. It means that it can to get your
friend when you truly feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned in your case. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know anything by the
book. So , we need to make new experience and also knowledge with this book.



Armando Rodgers:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded
place and notice by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other
is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this What Were the Salem Witch
Trials? (What Was?) book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than
just a book.

Lori Whitten:

The book What Were the Salem Witch Trials? (What Was?) will bring you to definitely the new experience
of reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book
to study, this book very suited to you. The book What Were the Salem Witch Trials? (What Was?) is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quickly to
read the book.

Ernestine Biggs:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And
also you know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is What Were the Salem Witch
Trials? (What Was?).
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