
Yeats and Violence (Clarendon Lectures in
English)

By Michael Wood

Yeats and Violence (Clarendon Lectures in English) By Michael Wood

The night can sweat with terror as before
We pieced our thoughts into philosophy,
And planned to bring the world under a rule,
Who are but weasels fighting in a hole.
W.B. Yeats, 'Nineteen Hundred and Nineteen'

This is a book about how poetry, seen through the instance of a single poem,
seeks to make sense of a turbulent and dangerous world. Poetry must introduce
order and shape where there is none, and also, in certain crucial cases, remain
faithful to the disorder and shapelessness of experience. Many poems manage the
first of these tasks; very few manage both. W.B. Yeats 'Nineteen Hundred and
Nineteen' (written and first published in 1921) is one of them. It is a work which
asks what happens when what is taken to be civilization crumbles. What
apocalyptic events wait in the wings? What are history's victims (and executors)
to do except mock and mourn?

Successive chapters investigate the six parts of the poem, connecting them to
Yeats' broader poetic practice, his interest in the occult and his changing vision
of Irish nationalism; to the work of other poets (Irish, English, Russian German);
and to Irish and European history between 1916 (the date of the Easter Uprising
in Dublin) and 1923 (the date of the end of the Irish Civil War). Theoretical
considerations of the shape and meaning of violence, both political and religious,
link the chapters to each other.
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This is a book about how poetry, seen through the instance of a single poem, seeks to make sense of a
turbulent and dangerous world. Poetry must introduce order and shape where there is none, and also, in
certain crucial cases, remain faithful to the disorder and shapelessness of experience. Many poems manage
the first of these tasks; very few manage both. W.B. Yeats 'Nineteen Hundred and Nineteen' (written and first
published in 1921) is one of them. It is a work which asks what happens when what is taken to be civilization
crumbles. What apocalyptic events wait in the wings? What are history's victims (and executors) to do
except mock and mourn?

Successive chapters investigate the six parts of the poem, connecting them to Yeats' broader poetic practice,
his interest in the occult and his changing vision of Irish nationalism; to the work of other poets (Irish,
English, Russian German); and to Irish and European history between 1916 (the date of the Easter Uprising
in Dublin) and 1923 (the date of the end of the Irish Civil War). Theoretical considerations of the shape and
meaning of violence, both political and religious, link the chapters to each other.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Wood's criticism is exuberantly characterful, adventurous in its scholarship, and greedily, giddily
speculative." - Leo Robson, New Statesman

"[Wood's] generosity in citing the opinions of other critics and poets is such that the reader is immersed in a
range of lively arguments and counter-readings inspired by Yeats's work. The poem itself is so carefully
examined...that the reader emerges from Wood's book convinced that the text has a life of its own, and deep
mysteries to be revealed." --The New Yorker

"What Wood is especially good at is starting from the detail and directing his mind out in concentric circles
of observance. The force at work is his sense of life, always magnanimous." --Commonweal

About the Author

Michael Wood was born and educated in England but has worked for much of his life in the United States,
first at Columbia University and then at Princeton. He has written books on Luis Bunuel, Franz Kafka,
Vladimir Nabokov, and Gabriel Garcia Marquez, as well as The Road to Delphi, a study of the ancient and
continuing allure of oracles. Among his other works are America in the Movies and Children of Silence. A
fellow of the Royal Society of Literature, a member of the American Philosophical Society and of the
American Academy of Arts and Sciences, he is a regular contributor to the London Review of Books and the
New York Review of Books. His most recent book is Literature and the Taste of Knowledge. He is the editor
of Edward Said's posthumous Late Style: Music and Literature against the Grain (2006).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Harold McDonough:

Inside other case, little people like to read book Yeats and Violence (Clarendon Lectures in English). You
can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important some
sort of book Yeats and Violence (Clarendon Lectures in English). You can add knowledge and of course you
can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn everything!
From your country till foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing
you can know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-
book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.



Christine Hook:

The book Yeats and Violence (Clarendon Lectures in English) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your
spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for being your best friend
when you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a book
Yeats and Violence (Clarendon Lectures in English) to be your habit, you can get far more advantages, like
add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You may know
everything if you like open up and read a guide Yeats and Violence (Clarendon Lectures in English). Kinds
of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think
about this guide?

Bess Malloy:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Yeats and Violence (Clarendon
Lectures in English), you can enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its known
as reading friends.

Amy Joshi:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book Yeats and Violence (Clarendon Lectures in English)
was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Yeats and Violence
(Clarendon Lectures in English) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto
or Investigation company Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at
all of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book
for you and try to like reading this.
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