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By applying what Stephen Jay Gould describes in his preface as a "Bill James"
style of statistical analysis of baseball teams to the 48 fugues and preludes in
Bach's composition for the harpsichord, the author has created a unique listening
guide to this musical composition. Altschuler's essays - one for each fugue in the
Well-Tempered Clavier - are full of playful, often ingenuous analogies (to
baseball teams, horror movies, chocolate chip cookies and sex) that render
sophisticated musical concepts with clarity to listeners with little, or no, musical
training.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Written as a teaching tool, J. S. Bach's Well-Tempered Clavier is a cornerstone of Western art music. Each of
its two books consists of 24 preludes and fugues in all the keys possible to classical tonal music. From
Mozart's time on, the WTC has taught musicians the richness of classical tonality and remained a steady
source of inspiration to performers, composers, and music lovers of all types. Definitely a music lover,
Altschuler is obsessed with the WTC. The result of lifelong study, Bachanalia combines deep understanding
of Bach with an offbeat, lively presentation, based on Bill James' style of statistical analysis of baseball
teams, that offers the uninitiated much useful background information on Bach and the WTC and provides a
detailed essay on and thumbnail structural schema of each fugue. The approach works fairly well, for, like
baseball teams, fugues are generally similar and specifically unique. Altschuler is particularly good at
explaining fairly arcane, technical music-theory terms to those without musical training and at showing how
a given fugue can be heard employing the techniques described. Exuberantly written, each page testifies to
Altschuler's passion. John Shreffler

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Elaine Kistler:

This Bachanalia: The Essential Listener's Guide to Bach's Well-Tempered Clavier are reliable for you who
want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason of this Bachanalia: The Essential Listener's
Guide to Bach's Well-Tempered Clavier can be among the great books you must have will be giving you
more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual with information that maybe will shock your
before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Bachanalia: The Essential Listener's Guide to
Bach's Well-Tempered Clavier giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you
trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

William Murphy:

Exactly why? Because this Bachanalia: The Essential Listener's Guide to Bach's Well-Tempered Clavier is
an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you
with the secret the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book
in such wonderful way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey
the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going
to regret it. This book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have such as help improving your
skill and your critical thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to
the guide store hurriedly.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Casey Larsen:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
Bachanalia: The Essential Listener's Guide to Bach's Well-Tempered Clavier your brain will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your
mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get previous to. The Bachanalia: The Essential Listener's Guide to Bach's
Well-Tempered Clavier giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving
you useful info for your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the following is
your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport.
Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Audrey Spence:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it.
It is named of book Bachanalia: The Essential Listener's Guide to Bach's Well-Tempered Clavier. You can
contribute your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make
you actually happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one
destination for a other place.
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