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Theories heralding the rise of network governance have dominated for a
generation. Yet, empirical research suggests that claims for the transformative
potential of networks are exaggerated. This topical and timely book takes a
critical look at contemporary governance theory, elaborating a Gramscian
alternative. It argues that, although the ideology of networks has been a vital
element in the neoliberal hegemonic project, there are major structural
impediments to accomplishing it. While networking remains important, the
hierarchical and coercive state is vital for the maintenance of social order and
integral to the institutions of contemporary governance. Reconsidering it from
Marxist and Gramscian perspectives, the book argues that the hegemonic
ideology of networks is utopian and rejects the claim that there has been a
transformation from 'government' to 'governance'. This important book has
international appeal and will be essential reading for scholars and students of
governance, public policy, human geography, public management, social policy
and sociology.
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Theories heralding the rise of network governance have dominated for a generation. Yet, empirical research
suggests that claims for the transformative potential of networks are exaggerated. This topical and timely
book takes a critical look at contemporary governance theory, elaborating a Gramscian alternative. It argues
that, although the ideology of networks has been a vital element in the neoliberal hegemonic project, there
are major structural impediments to accomplishing it. While networking remains important, the hierarchical
and coercive state is vital for the maintenance of social order and integral to the institutions of contemporary
governance. Reconsidering it from Marxist and Gramscian perspectives, the book argues that the hegemonic
ideology of networks is utopian and rejects the claim that there has been a transformation from 'government'
to 'governance'. This important book has international appeal and will be essential reading for scholars and
students of governance, public policy, human geography, public management, social policy and sociology.
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Editorial Review

Review

A robust challenge to the casual acceptance of network governance as the 'way we live now', this book offers
a stimulating and provocative critique of governance that is theoretically rich and analytically satisfying.
Essential. Helen Sullivan, University of Birmingham

Jonathan Davies adds a novel critical voice to debates about governance.Drawing on Gramsci, he argues that
network governance is less a panacea than a perpetuation of modernism. Dreams of spreading connections,
reflexivity, and communication constantly get transformed into a reality of hierarchy, hegemony, and
domination. Mark Bevir, University of California, Berkeley

The conventional wisdom about 'governance' is subject to an incisive critique, reinforcing Davies reputation
for pushing forward new thinking about the relationship between state and civil society. Chris Skelcher,
University of Birmingham

About the Author

Jonathan S. Davies, Governance and Public Management Group, Warwick Business School, University of
Warwick

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Melanie Ratcliff:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman?
If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question since just
their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that Challenging governance theory: From
networks to hegemony to read.

Roger Borquez:

The actual book Challenging governance theory: From networks to hegemony will bring someone to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book Challenging governance theory: From networks to
hegemony is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site,
so you can more readily to read the book.



Nicholas McNeal:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Challenging governance theory: From networks
to hegemony can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending
your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications
have than the others?

Kathleen Hernandez:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This e-book Challenging governance theory: From networks to hegemony was filled
concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence.
Some people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing about a book,
you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you just
wanted.
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