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Churchill’s techniques of government were distinctly unconventional. Energetic,
self-confident, and persuasive, he preferred to act outside official civil service
channels when the stakes were high. When forming foreign policy, his preferred
modus operandi was summit diplomacy—the cultivation of personal contacts to
achieve national objectives. At its best his direct intervention could be heroically
successful, resulting, for example, in the entry of the United States into the
Second World War. At its worst it failed utterly. Either way this was
international politics at a level of high drama and high risk.

This book explores Churchill’s predilection for direct diplomatic action from his
first tentative involvement in 1908 until his retirement as prime minister in 1955.
Its principal focus is the period 1945-1955, during which the full force of
Churchill’s personal diplomacy was directed at sustaining Britain’s great power
status—in relation to the Soviet Union and the United States—at a time when its
own economic power was declining. In particular, after October 1951 Churchill
sought to revive with President Eisenhower and with Stalin’s successors in
Soviet Russia the “Big Three” summitry he saw as the most effective means to
forestall a nuclear holocaust and achieve a lasting peace.

Based on an exhaustive scrutiny of official documents and private archives in
Europe and the United States, this book breaks vital new ground in terms of both
Churchill scholarship and the international history of the Cold War.
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Churchill’s techniques of government were distinctly unconventional. Energetic, self-confident, and
persuasive, he preferred to act outside official civil service channels when the stakes were high. When
forming foreign policy, his preferred modus operandi was summit diplomacy—the cultivation of personal
contacts to achieve national objectives. At its best his direct intervention could be heroically successful,
resulting, for example, in the entry of the United States into the Second World War. At its worst it failed
utterly. Either way this was international politics at a level of high drama and high risk.

This book explores Churchill’s predilection for direct diplomatic action from his first tentative involvement
in 1908 until his retirement as prime minister in 1955. Its principal focus is the period 1945-1955, during
which the full force of Churchill’s personal diplomacy was directed at sustaining Britain’s great power
status—in relation to the Soviet Union and the United States—at a time when its own economic power was
declining. In particular, after October 1951 Churchill sought to revive with President Eisenhower and with
Stalin’s successors in Soviet Russia the “Big Three” summitry he saw as the most effective means to
forestall a nuclear holocaust and achieve a lasting peace.

Based on an exhaustive scrutiny of official documents and private archives in Europe and the United States,
this book breaks vital new ground in terms of both Churchill scholarship and the international history of the
Cold War.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
One of the greatest statesmen of the 20th century, Winston Churchill has been the subject of hundreds of
books, including two recent hefty contributions by prominent historians Roy Jenkins and Geoffrey Best.
Still, to the groaning shelf of Churchill studies should be added this excellent new work by Larres, who
teaches at Queen's University in Belfast. Larres has sifted through a mountain of primary and secondary
literature in his exploration of Churchill's ceaseless efforts during the twilight years of his career (1945-55)
to use personal diplomacy to lessen international tensions among the great powers. Through the power of his
personality and intellect, Churchill sought to keep Great Britain a major player in international affairs, and he
never fully comprehended that the British imperial sun had already begun to set by 1945. This is an
exceedingly well-researched and well-written study of Churchill and of British foreign policy in the first
decade after World War II and should be a part of most collections. Highly recommended. Ed Goedeken,
Iowa State Univ. Lib., Ames
Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

Review
Klaus Larres. . . has produced a well-written, scrupulously documented [work]. . . a gripping account. --
Roger Fontaine, Washington Times

About the Author

Klaus Larres is Jean Monnet Professor in European Foreign and Security Policy and Reader in Politics at
the Queen’s University of Belfast. For the academic year 2002-3 he is Henry A. Kissinger Professor of
Foreign Policy and International Relations at the Library of Congress, Washington, D. C. Among his
publications is The Cold War: The Essential Readings, edited with A. Lane.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Albert Aucoin:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Churchill's Cold War: The Politics of Personal Diplomacy.
You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a new
book Churchill's Cold War: The Politics of Personal Diplomacy. You can add understanding and of course
you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything!
From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple factor until
wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or searching by internet
product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

April Young:

Typically the book Churchill's Cold War: The Politics of Personal Diplomacy will bring that you the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In the event you try to



find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book Churchill's Cold War: The Politics of
Personal Diplomacy is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from the official
web site, so you can easier to read the book.

John Lambeth:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Churchill's Cold War: The Politics of
Personal Diplomacy or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case,
beside science reserve, any other book likes Churchill's Cold War: The Politics of Personal Diplomacy to
make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Vanessa Kistler:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is referred
to as of book Churchill's Cold War: The Politics of Personal Diplomacy. You can contribute your knowledge
by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you actually happier
to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one place to other
place.
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