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At the age of ten, Fanny Price leaves the poverty of her Portsmouth home to be
brought up among the family of her wealthy uncle, Sir Thomas Bertram, in the
chilly grandeur of Mansfield Park. She gradually falls in love with her cousin
Edmund, but when the dazzling and sophisticated Crawfords arrive, and amateur
theatricals unleash rivalry and sexual jealousy, Fanny has to fight to retain her
independence. This new edition places Mansfield Park in its Regency context and
elucidates the theatrical background that pervades the novel.

About the Series: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made
available the broadest spectrum of literature from around the globe. Each
affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship, providing the
most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert
introductions by leading authorities, voluminous notes to clarify the text, up-to-
date bibliographies for further study, and much more.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Though Jane Austen was writing at a time when Gothic potboilers such as Ann Ward Radcliffe's The
Mysteries of Udolpho and Horace Walpole's The Castle of Otranto were all the rage, she never got carried
away by romance in her own novels. In Austen's ordered world, the passions that ruled Gothic fiction would
be horridly out of place; marriage was, first and foremost, a contract, the bedrock of polite society. Certain
rules applied to who was eligible and who was not, how one courted and married and what one expected
afterwards. To flout these rules was to tear at the basic fabric of society, and the consequences could be
terrible. Each of the six novels she completed in her lifetime are, in effect, comic cautionary tales that end
happily for those characters who play by the rules and badly for those who don't. In Mansfield Park, for
example, Austen gives us Fanny Price, a poor young woman who has grown up in her wealthy relatives'
household without ever being accepted as an equal. The only one who has truly been kind to Fanny is
Edmund Bertram, the younger of the family's two sons.

Into this Cinderella existence comes Henry Crawford and his sister, Mary, who are visiting relatives in the
neighborhood. Soon Mansfield Park is given over to all kinds of gaiety, including a daring interlude spent
dabbling in theatricals. Young Edmund is smitten with Mary, and Henry Crawford woos Fanny. Yet these
two charming, gifted, and attractive siblings gradually reveal themselves to be lacking in one essential
Austenian quality: principle. Without good principles to temper passion, the results can be disastrous, and
indeed, Mansfield Park is rife with adultery, betrayal, social ruin, and ruptured friendships. But this is a
comedy, after all, so there is also a requisite happy ending and plenty of Austen's patented gentle satire along
the way. Describing the switch in Edmund's affections from Mary to Fanny, she writes: "I purposely abstain
from dates on this occasion, that everyone may be at liberty to fix their own, aware that the cure of
unconquerable passions, and the transfer of unchanging attachments, must vary much as to time in different
people." What does not vary is the pleasure with which new generations come to Jane Austen. --Alix Wilber

From School Library Journal
Grade 9 Up-Jane Austen paints some witty and perceptive studies of character.
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Austen is the hot property of the entertainment world with new feature film versions of Persuasion and Sense
and Sensibility on the silver screen and Pride and Prejudice hitting the TV airwaves on PBS. Such high
visibility will inevitably draw renewed interest in the original source materials. These new Modern Library
editions offer quality hardcovers at affordable prices.
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Bass:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important usually. The book Mansfield Park (Oxford World's Classics) seemed to be
making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The e-book Mansfield Park (Oxford World's Classics) is not only giving you more new



information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read
your guide. Try to make relationship while using book Mansfield Park (Oxford World's Classics). You never
feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Ericka McCall:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of several ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Mansfield Park (Oxford World's Classics), you can tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours
e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Livia Wilder:

Beside this kind of Mansfield Park (Oxford World's Classics) in your phone, it could possibly give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you might got here is
fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow small town. It is
good thing to have Mansfield Park (Oxford World's Classics) because this book offers for your requirements
readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that
would not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book as well as read it from currently!

James Floyd:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real
their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Mansfield Park (Oxford World's Classics) can make you feel more interested to read.
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