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There was a time when humanity looked in the mirror and saw something
precious, worth protecting and fighting for—indeed, worth liberating. But now
we are beset on all sides by propaganda promoting a radically different
viewpoint. According to this idea, human beings are a cancer upon the Earth, a
species whose aspirations and appetites are endangering the natural order. This is
the core of antihumanism.

Merchants of Despair traces the pedigree of this ideology and exposes its deadly
consequences in startling and horrifying detail. The book names the chief
prophets and promoters of antihumanism over the last two centuries, from
Thomas Malthus through Paul Ehrlich and Al Gore. It exposes the worst crimes
perpetrated by the antihumanist movement, including eugenics campaigns in the
United States and genocidal anti-development and population-control programs
around the world.

Combining riveting tales from history with powerful policy arguments,
Merchants of Despair provides scientific refutations to antihumanism’s major
pseudo-scientific claims, including its modern tirades against nuclear power,
pesticides, population growth, biotech foods, resource depletion, industrial
development, and, most recently, fear-mongering about global warming.
Merchants of Despair exposes this dangerous agenda and makes the definitive
scientific and moral case against it.
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There was a time when humanity looked in the mirror and saw something precious, worth protecting and
fighting for—indeed, worth liberating. But now we are beset on all sides by propaganda promoting a
radically different viewpoint. According to this idea, human beings are a cancer upon the Earth, a species
whose aspirations and appetites are endangering the natural order. This is the core of antihumanism.

Merchants of Despair traces the pedigree of this ideology and exposes its deadly consequences in startling
and horrifying detail. The book names the chief prophets and promoters of antihumanism over the last two
centuries, from Thomas Malthus through Paul Ehrlich and Al Gore. It exposes the worst crimes perpetrated
by the antihumanist movement, including eugenics campaigns in the United States and genocidal anti-
development and population-control programs around the world.

Combining riveting tales from history with powerful policy arguments, Merchants of Despair provides
scientific refutations to antihumanism’s major pseudo-scientific claims, including its modern tirades against
nuclear power, pesticides, population growth, biotech foods, resource depletion, industrial development, and,
most recently, fear-mongering about global warming. Merchants of Despair exposes this dangerous agenda
and makes the definitive scientific and moral case against it.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The book is replete with scientific studies and facts, though it’s Zubrin’s view on the people and history
behind antihumanist movements that’s the most disturbing. Whether pointing out that the first Green Party
was founded under the leadership of August Haussleiter, a former Nazi SS officer; that Fujimori’s genocide
in Peru was funded by international aid; or that Qian Xinzhong was given the first United Nations Population
Award (together with Indira Gandhi) after forcing thousands of Chinese women to abort their children,
Zubrin paints a dark and disturbing picture of antihumanism that’s worth everyone’s time to read."
—Publishers Weekly

“Robert Zubrin’s masterful study…makes for riveting reading. Merchants of Despair is a cautionary tale of
what happens when powerful, unprincipled elites are not only alienated from the mass of their fellow men,
but come to see them as a barrier to imagined social, evolutionary, or environmental progress.” —Steven W.
Mosher, President, Population Research Institute

“Merchants of Despair is an extraordinary and important book….This fascinating volume carefully traces
developments of the Malthusian hypothesis right up to the present: through eugenics to population control
and genocide; through the Club of Rome’s Limits to Growth and extreme environmentalism to climate
change and the myth of global warming apocalypse. Robert Zubrin has my nomination for a Pulitzer Prize.”
—S. Fred Singer, Chairman, Science and Environmental Policy Project, Author of Unstoppable Global
Warming: Every 1,500 Years

“I believe no one to date has so clearly explained the thread of the antihuman movement throughout history.
To read this book is to become a warrior in the battle against it.” —Jay Lehr, Heartland Institute

“The most devastating account and refutation of antihuman environmentalism ever written.” —Gregory
Benford, Author of Chiller

About the Author

Robert Zubrin is the author of numerous books, including Energy Victory and The Case for Mars, a
bestseller on space exploration and the human future. He is the president of Pioneer Astronautics, a fellow of
the Center for Security Policy, the founder of the Mars Society, and a contributing editor to The New
Atlantis. He has a Ph.D. in nuclear engineering and nine U.S. patents granted or pending. He lives in Golden,
Colorado.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Coralee Lowe:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How many people
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can



help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Merchants of Despair: Radical
Environmentalists, Criminal Pseudo-Scientists, and the Fatal Cult of Antihumanism book since this book
offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no
doubt in it you know.

Stephen Beatty:

This Merchants of Despair: Radical Environmentalists, Criminal Pseudo-Scientists, and the Fatal Cult of
Antihumanism are usually reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The
explanation of this Merchants of Despair: Radical Environmentalists, Criminal Pseudo-Scientists, and the
Fatal Cult of Antihumanism can be one of several great books you must have is giving you more than just
simple examining food but feed a person with information that probably will shock your previous
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both
in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Merchants of Despair: Radical Environmentalists, Criminal
Pseudo-Scientists, and the Fatal Cult of Antihumanism giving you an enormous of experience for example
rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's
have it appreciate reading.

George Miller:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Merchants of Despair: Radical
Environmentalists, Criminal Pseudo-Scientists, and the Fatal Cult of Antihumanism is simple to deliver you
can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the
printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the book in your
smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Jeffrey Chambers:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Merchants of Despair:
Radical Environmentalists, Criminal Pseudo-Scientists, and the Fatal Cult of Antihumanism which is
keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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