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The Craft of Political Research immerses readers not only in how political
scientists work but also in how ideas produce research questions and guide the
selection of research methods.
Emphasizing the internal logic of research methods and the collaborative nature
of the research process, this slender text explores the design behind interesting
questions, problems in measurement and analysis, and key statistical methods.
Brief and inexpensive to include in any course, The Craft of Political Research’s
elegant explanations inspire a big picture understanding of how political
scientists explain political reality and encourage students to create their own
inventive, original, and bold research work.

Features include:

Focuses on the big picture of how good research leads to good theories instead●

of just what research method to use.
Provides concise and accessible coverage of key topics, including the nature of●

research, research design, sampling, statistical analysis, ethics, and more.
Includes detailed examples of classic and contemporary political science●

research to give students models for their own original research.
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Editorial Review

Review

“The Craft of Political Research is just what one hopes for in an undergraduate methods course. It is more
theoretically engaged than most such texts, and the conceptual discussion is non-sectarian. Marx and
Duverger make an appearance; so do Mancur Olson and Anthony Downs; so do Philip Converse and Robert
Putnam. Students will learn that ideas matter, not the statistical software; and they will see that theoretical
narrowness is the antithesis of good science.”–from Christopher H. Achen’s Foreword

About the Author

W. Phillips Shively is Professor of Political Science at the University of Minnesota.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Elvira Eberhardt:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book.
They are really reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the
person who don't like reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Craft of Political Research (Pearson Classics in
Political Science).

Linda Hill:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider while those
information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen throughout you if you take The Craft of Political Research (Pearson Classics in Political
Science) as your daily resource information.

Russell Stringer:

The particular book The Craft of Political Research (Pearson Classics in Political Science) has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored
by the very famous author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book
very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.



Floyd Brown:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. From
the book The Craft of Political Research (Pearson Classics in Political Science) we can take more advantage.
Don't you to definitely be creative people? To become creative person must love to read a book. Only choose
the best book that suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this time book The
Craft of Political Research (Pearson Classics in Political Science). You can more desirable than now.
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