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Amid the soaring grandeur of arches and spires lurks a more down-to-earth
architectural flourish: the grinning head of a gargoyle. Singly and clustered, these
intriguing creatures form as distinctive an element of Gothic architecture as the
flying buttress. Nowhere are they more prominent than along the walls of French
cathedrals, and this magnificently illustrated volume prowls the ramparts of those
medieval buildings to discover hundreds of authentic gargoyle carvings.
According to tradition, the gargoyles were posted as sentries, to ward off
malevolent spirits and to remind parishioners of the evil beyond the church
doors. Author Lester Burbank Bridaham takes a more optimistic view. Noting the
stone guardians' whimsical nature, he discusses the artisanal ingenuity involved
in their creation. He also points out how they represented a rare sense of freedom
in the Middle Ages, in terms of public satire and unbridled artistic enthusiasm.
As this book reveals, the timeless appeal of the gargoyle — whether symbolic,
spiritual, decorative, or fanciful — continues to captivate the imagination.
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discover hundreds of authentic gargoyle carvings.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Susan Roundy:

The book The Gargoyle Book: 572 Examples from Gothic Architecture (Dover Architecture) can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very
important thing like a book The Gargoyle Book: 572 Examples from Gothic Architecture (Dover
Architecture)? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give many
data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data
that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Gargoyle
Book: 572 Examples from Gothic Architecture (Dover Architecture) has simple shape nevertheless, you
know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available and read a
reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Jena Alvarez:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded
place and notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain
than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific The Gargoyle
Book: 572 Examples from Gothic Architecture (Dover Architecture) book as nice and daily reading e-book.
Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Mary Jacobs:

This book untitled The Gargoyle Book: 572 Examples from Gothic Architecture (Dover Architecture) to be
one of several books in which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can get a
lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book shop or you can order it by using
online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since
you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your
list.

Steven Burley:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really



opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Gargoyle Book: 572 Examples
from Gothic Architecture (Dover Architecture), you may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you
still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still
don't have it, oh come on its known as reading friends.
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