
Why History Matters

By John Tosh

Why History Matters By John Tosh

In this introduction to the practical application of History, John Tosh
persuasively argues we are in danger of missing history's principal
contribution. Using topical examples from the Iraq War to AIDS to globalization,
this text shows how history can provide the basis for an informed and critical
understanding of our society.
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Editorial Review

Review
'Tosh is refreshing, and impressive in getting away from the false parallels and cliches that can bedevil the
use, and abuse, of history in today's media...This is an important book - which policy-makers, media men
and women and, dare I say it, politicians, should all read.' - Gordon Marsden, History Today 'The text fills a
gap in providing a student text on why study history, while also appealing to a broader audience interested in
history's media and policymaking dimensions.' - Peter Beck, Professor of International History, Kingston
University, UK, and author of Using History, Making British Policy: the Treasury and Foreign Office, 1950-
76 (Palgrave Macmillan: 2006) 'I would eagerly recommend it to a class of history majors or beginning
graduate students, and would look forward to talking about the main findings.' - Peter Stearns, Provost,
George Mason University, USA 'Does history matter? Of course it does! And John Tosh, Professor of
History at Roehampton University and author of The Pursuit of History, makes a convincing case for
studying the past as a way of understanding the present.' - David Sinclair, Tribune '...an accessible brief
introduction.' - Penelope J Corfield, The Times Literary Supplement
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'Does history matter? Of course it does! And John Tosh, Professor of History at Roehampton
University and author of The Pursuit of History, makes a convincing case for studying the past as a
way of understanding the present.' - David Sinclair, Tribune

'...an accessible brief introduction.' - Penelope J Corfield, The Times Literary Supplement

About the Author
JOHN TOSH was formerly Professor of History, Roehampton University, UK. He is the author of the
standard introductory text, The Pursuit of History, now in its fourth edition. He has also published



extensively on the history of masculinities in Britain, including A Man's Place: Masculinity and the Middle-
Class Home in Victorian England.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stephen Williams:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book is
very important usually. The book Why History Matters had been making you to know about other expertise
and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The book Why History Matters
is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to get your friend when you experience
bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with the
book Why History Matters. You never feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Daniele Chambers:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yes, by
reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is high. For you who
want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Why History Matters book as beginner and daily
reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Nannie Hand:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or even
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the data about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this Why History
Matters.

Jesse Nance:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Why History Matters book written by
well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who read
the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate
your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty Why History Matters as good book not only by the cover
but also from the content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still
needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already
told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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