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A classic of modern travel writing, An Area of Darkness is Nobel laureate V. S.
Naipaul’s profound reckoning with his ancestral homeland and an extraordinarily
perceptive chronicle of his first encounter with India.
Traveling from the bureaucratic morass of Bombay to the ethereal beauty of
Kashmir, from a sacred ice cave in the Himalayas to an abandoned temple near
Madras, Naipaul encounters a dizzying cross-section of humanity: browbeaten
government workers and imperious servants, a suavely self-serving holy man and
a deluded American religious seeker. An Area of Darkness also abounds with
Naipaul’s strikingly original responses to India’s paralyzing caste system, its
apparently serene acceptance of poverty and squalor, and the conflict between its
desire for self-determination and its nostalgia for the British raj. The result may
be the most elegant and passionate book ever written about the subcontinent.
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A classic of modern travel writing, An Area of Darkness is Nobel laureate V. S. Naipaul’s profound
reckoning with his ancestral homeland and an extraordinarily perceptive chronicle of his first encounter with
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Traveling from the bureaucratic morass of Bombay to the ethereal beauty of Kashmir, from a sacred ice cave
in the Himalayas to an abandoned temple near Madras, Naipaul encounters a dizzying cross-section of
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Editorial Review

Review
“Whatever his literary form, Naipaul is a master.” –The New York Review of Books

“This is India. I don’t know any other book that comes so near to capturing the whole crazy spectrum. . . .
Brilliant.” –John Wain, The Observer

“His narrative skill is spectacular. One returns with pleasure to the slow hand-in-hand revelation of both
India and himself. . . . There is a kind of displaced person who has a better sense of place than anybody: Mr.
Naipaul is an outstanding example.” –The Times (London)

“[Naipaul’s] penetrating, opinionated travel writing . . . makes up a remarkable running commentary on the
clash of civilizations.” –The New York Times

From the Inside Flap
A classic of modern travel writing, An Area of Darkness" is Nobel laureate V. S. Naipaul's profound
reckoning with his ancestral homeland and an extraordinarily perceptive chronicle of his first encounter with
India.
Traveling from the bureaucratic morass of Bombay to the ethereal beauty of Kashmir, from a sacred ice cave
in the Himalayas to an abandoned temple near Madras, Naipaul encounters a dizzying cross-section of
humanity: browbeaten government workers and imperious servants, a suavely self-serving holy man and a
deluded American religious seeker. An Area of Darkness also abounds with Naipaul's strikingly original
responses to India's paralyzing caste system, its apparently serene acceptance of poverty and squalor, and the
conflict between its desire for self-determination and its nostalgia for the British raj. The result may be the
most elegant and passionate book ever written about the subcontinent.

From the Back Cover
“Whatever his literary form, Naipaul is a master.” –The New York Review of Books

“This is India. I don’t know any other book that comes so near to capturing the whole crazy spectrum. . . .
Brilliant.” –John Wain, The Observer

“His narrative skill is spectacular. One returns with pleasure to the slow hand-in-hand revelation of both
India and himself. . . . There is a kind of displaced person who has a better sense of place than anybody: Mr.
Naipaul is an outstanding example.” –The Times (London)

“[Naipaul’s] penetrating, opinionated travel writing . . . makes up a remarkable running commentary on the
clash of civilizations.” –The New York Times

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brandon Riddle:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys



this specific aren't like that. This An Area of Darkness: A Discovery of India book is readable by means of
you who hate those straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of An Area
of Darkness: A Discovery of India content conveys the thought easily to understand by most people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different available as it. So , do you continue to
thinking An Area of Darkness: A Discovery of India is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

David Hester:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline An Area of
Darkness: A Discovery of India suitable to you? The book was written by well known writer in this era. The
particular book untitled An Area of Darkness: A Discovery of Indiais one of several books this everyone
read now. This specific book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will
enter the new shape that you ever know previous to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way,
and so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this book. This book will give you a wide range of
information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world within this book.

James Boyett:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or all their
friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic within the park.
They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your current free
time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The first
thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the guide untitled An Area of Darkness: A Discovery of India can be excellent book to read.
May be it may be best activity to you.

George Walker:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping An Area of Darkness: A Discovery of
India that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading addiction all
over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then how they react toward the
world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who
wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, you
could pick An Area of Darkness: A Discovery of India become your current starter.
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