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In 1951, designer Greta Magnusson Grossman observed that California design
was "not a superimposed style, but an answer to present conditions....It has
developed out of our own preferences for living in a modern way." California
design influenced the material culture of the entire country, in everything from
architecture to fashion. This generously illustrated book, which accompanies a
major exhibition at the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, is the first
comprehensive examination of California's mid-century modern design. It begins
by tracing the origins of a distinctively California modernism in the 1930s by
such European émigrés as Richard Neutra, Rudolph Schindler, and Kem Weber;
it finds other specific design influences and innovations in solid-color
commercial ceramics, inspirations from Mexico and Asia, new schools for design
training, new concepts about leisure, and the conversion of wartime technologies
to peacetime use (exemplified by Charles and Ray Eames's plywood and
fiberglass furniture).

The heart of California Design is the modern California home, famously
characterized by open plans conducive to outdoor living. The layouts of
modernist homes by Pierre Koenig, Craig Ellwood, and Raphael Soriano, for
example, were intended to blur the distinction between indoors and out. Homes
were furnished with products from Heath Ceramics, Van Keppel-Green, and
Architectural Pottery as well as other, previously unheralded companies and
designers. Many objects were designed to be multifunctional: pool and patio
furniture that was equally suitable indoors, lighting that was both task and
ambient, bookshelves that served as room dividers, and bathing suits that would
turn into ensembles appropriate for indoor entertainment.

California Design includes 350 images, most in color, of furniture, ceramics,
metalwork, architecture, graphic and industrial design, film, textiles, and fashion,
and ten incisive essays that trace the rise of the California design aesthetic.
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In 1951, designer Greta Magnusson Grossman observed that California design was "not a superimposed
style, but an answer to present conditions....It has developed out of our own preferences for living in a
modern way." California design influenced the material culture of the entire country, in everything from
architecture to fashion. This generously illustrated book, which accompanies a major exhibition at the Los
Angeles County Museum of Art, is the first comprehensive examination of California's mid-century modern
design. It begins by tracing the origins of a distinctively California modernism in the 1930s by such
European émigrés as Richard Neutra, Rudolph Schindler, and Kem Weber; it finds other specific design
influences and innovations in solid-color commercial ceramics, inspirations from Mexico and Asia, new
schools for design training, new concepts about leisure, and the conversion of wartime technologies to
peacetime use (exemplified by Charles and Ray Eames's plywood and fiberglass furniture).

The heart of California Design is the modern California home, famously characterized by open plans
conducive to outdoor living. The layouts of modernist homes by Pierre Koenig, Craig Ellwood, and Raphael
Soriano, for example, were intended to blur the distinction between indoors and out. Homes were furnished
with products from Heath Ceramics, Van Keppel-Green, and Architectural Pottery as well as other,
previously unheralded companies and designers. Many objects were designed to be multifunctional: pool and
patio furniture that was equally suitable indoors, lighting that was both task and ambient, bookshelves that
served as room dividers, and bathing suits that would turn into ensembles appropriate for indoor
entertainment.

California Design includes 350 images, most in color, of furniture, ceramics, metalwork, architecture,
graphic and industrial design, film, textiles, and fashion, and ten incisive essays that trace the rise of the
California design aesthetic.
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Editorial Review

Review

This book beautifully documents how climate, immigration, and industry influenced California's modern
design aesthetic.

(Publishers Weekly)

…[F]ascinating stuff, rich with detail and new discoveries.

(NZ House and Garden)

About the Author

Wendy Kaplan is Department Head and Curator of Decorative Arts and Design at the Los Angeles County
Museum of Art.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charlotte Womble:

Exactly why? Because this California Design, 1930--1965: "Living in a Modern Way" (MIT Press) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the
secret this inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
incredible way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it.
This phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help improving your
talent and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will
go to the guide store hurriedly.

Sharon Keller:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book California Design, 1930--1965: "Living in a
Modern Way" (MIT Press) was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book California
Design, 1930--1965: "Living in a Modern Way" (MIT Press) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until
young adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun
and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.



Stephen Medley:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that
on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this California Design, 1930--1965: "Living in a Modern Way" (MIT Press) can make
you experience more interested to read.

Rita Furguson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that question
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you
know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by book.
Amount types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually California
Design, 1930--1965: "Living in a Modern Way" (MIT Press).
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